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INDEX MORE INSIDEWHO WE ARE: John Heisler, 60, Hopkinsville
John Heisler is enjoying re-

tirement. 
Heisler retired from Mart-

inrea two years ago after
working at the plant for 41
years. Since then, he has en-
joyed playing golf and start-
ed volunteering at Coffee
Connection, a coffee shop on
South Main Street, in Janu-
ary. 

Heisler volunteers three or

four days a
week. He
said many
people
come into
the shop af-
ter leaving
The Salva-
tion Army Soup Kitchen. He
is going to start doing a Bible
study session at 8 a.m. each
Monday. 

Heisler grew up in
Philadelphia but has been in
Hopkinsville the past 14
years. He has been married
for 21 years and has three
children and seven grand-
children. 

Is there someone you know who deserves 
attention?  We’d like to know. Contact us at
270-887-3238 or visit kentuckynewera.com.
We’ll take it from there.

Welcome home
Sixty-five Fort Campbell 
soldiers returned home.
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www.facebook.com/
kentuckynewera

or follow us on Twitter:
twitter.com/kentuckynewera
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Taxidermist Jason Heiserman puts the finishing touches on a 12-point white-tail deer at Woodz-N-Waterz Still Imagery Taxidermy Studio in north Hopkinsville. Heiser-
man just graduated from the Northwest Iowa School of Taxidermy. He has prepared and mounted 20 deer heads in his first season. 

BY NICK TABOR
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

Humana, a health insurance
company that covers thousands
of  Christian County residents,
may leave Jennie Stuart Medical
Center’s network if  the two com-
panies don’t reach an agreement
by June 1.

This would force Humana’s
clients, which include all state

employees, to begin paying out-
of-pocket or find another hospital
out-of-state.

Humana imposed the June 1
deadline after several years’
worth of  negotiations. The com-
pany wants a discount from Jen-
nie Stuart 50 percent larger than
it currently receives, said Eric
Lee, Jennie Stuart’s president
and chief  executive officer. Lee
said the hospital cannot afford

this large of  a discount, but Jen-
nie Stuart’s board of  trustees is
seeking a compromise that will
satisfy Humana.

According to data from the
Foundation for a Healthy Ken-
tucky, Humana has 2,145 patients
in Christian County, making it
second to Anthem, which has
32,116 local clients.

Humana has a spokesman,
Marvin Hill Jr., dedicated to Ken-

tucky. Hill responded to ques-
tions from the New Era with a
brief  email.

“For several years we have at-
tempted to negotiate a fair and
market-competitive contract
with Jennie Stuart Medical Cen-
ter and we are committed and
hopeful that we can come to ac-
ceptable terms prior to June 1,
2012,” the email reads.

Jennie Stuart has a direct con-
tract with Anthem, but with
most insurance companies it
works through Center Care, a
Bowling Green-based network of

medical care providers, Lee said.
The discount Humana is re-

questing would be part of  a new
direct contract with Jennie Stu-
art, said Lee and Sam Brown, the
hospital’s chief  financial officer.
The hospital does not object to an
independent contract — in fact,
Lee and Brown hope the negotia-
tions will result in one.

But they say the hospital can’t
afford to give Humana such a
heavy discount.

In two of  the last four years,

Clients could be forced to find another hospital
JSMC, Humana at odds over contract

FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Shelli and Bill Gre-
gory of  Lexington often take their three
children to a Kentucky state park on week-
ends to spend time together outdoors.

But this year, Shelli Gregory said, the
family wanted to add a challenge to their
pastime. They entered the Kentucky De-
partment of  Parks’ Family Adventure
Quest, a scavenger hunt for teams of  fam-
ilies or friends.

The Gregorys and their children Allie,
13, Will, 11, and Clay, 6, began their quest
on Friday at Waveland, an antebellum
mansion in Fayette County. They called
themselves the Storming the Castle team,

a reference to one of  their favorite scenes
in the movie The Princess Bride.

For their first quest, the Gregorys took
on a challenge to visit any historic home
and “explore the outside details with the
eye of  an artist. Share a close up photo of
any architectural or structural detail you
find particularly beautiful or interesting.”

The Gregorys photographed details on
columns and shutters on the exterior of
the home at Waveland.

In its seventh year, the Family Adven-
ture Quest presents a series of  challenges
that teams complete by seeking out facts or
objects in Kentucky’s 50 state parks and

Families schedule fun outdoors, enter state parks 

ASSOCIATED PRESS

In this April 20 photo, Bill Gregory (center) poses in
the small door of the mini house as wife, Shelli, takes
a photo and sons Clay (left) and Will run around  at
Waveland State Historic Site in Lexington.SEE PARKS, PAGE A11

FINISHING TOUCHES

Beshear prepares 
for federal health
care reforms
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SEE CONTRACT, PAGE A11

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

During the third day of  Sgt. Brent
Burke’s court martial, a ballistics ex-
pert testified that the bullets used to
kill Burke’s estranged wife and her
former mother-in-law likely came
from a 9 mm handgun.

The prosecution also
offered evidence
Thursday that Burke
had previously owned
a 9 mm Rueger.

The ballistics expert,
Larry Pilcher, said six
shell casings found at
Karen Comer’s home,
where she and her for-
mer daughter-in-law, Tracy Burke,
were shot in September of  2007, were
fired from a 9 mm weapon. 

The murder weapon was never re-
covered.

When a bullet is fired, it is squeezed
through the barrel of  a gun, striking
ridges that initiate a spin. Ridges on
the surface of  fired bullets found at
Comer’s home seemed to come from a
9 mm handgun, Pilcher said. Further,
six shell casings also found at the
home came from the same caliber of
weapon, but they could not be
matched to the bullets, Pilcher told
prosecutors. 

It is nearly impossible to match a
fired bullet to a spent shell, he said. As
a result, the projectiles are matched to
a caliber by measuring the base. The
projectiles fell into the .38-caliber cat-
egory, of  which 9 mm is a part, Pilcher
said. 

Five of  the shell casings were from
the same manufacturer and one was
from a manufacturer in Brazil, Pilcher
said. The bullets were shot from one of
the most common barrel designs, pro-
duced by multiple manufacturers,
Pilcher said, answering a question
from John Shaughnessy, co-counsel
for Brent Burke.

After examining the ridges on the
bullets, Pilcher looked at a massive
gun database that lists weapons with
similar designs. The search yielded 35
possible matches, one of  them a 9 mm
Rueger. 

Prosecution tries
to link Sgt. Burke 
to murder weapon

SEE BURKE, PAGE A11

Burke

Kentucky Oaks:
Hopkinsville trainer
hoping for win today
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