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From Our Files
10 Years Ago
March 28, 2002

The preliminary plat and 
construction plans for the 
Midway Industrial Park were 
forwarded to the P&Z Com-
mission March 18.

A preliminary plat for 
Cedar Ridge Subdivision 
on Old Dry Ridge Road was 
also forwarded to the com-
mission.

Simmons Elementary 
School’s academic team took 
top honors in the Region 15 
Governor’s Cup competition 
held in Garrard County.

Huntertown Elementary 
claimed fi rst place in the Dis-
trict 55 Governor’s Cup and 
fi nished fourth in regional 
competition.

The WCHS Lady Jackets 
were eliminated in the fi rst 
round of the girls’ Sweet 
Sixteen basketball tourna-
ment by Sacred Heart of 
Louisville, 75-47.

Ruth W. Housek, 79, a 
retired teacher at Margaret 
Hall School, died March 21 
at Taylor Manor Nursing 
Home.

The WCHS baseball team 
opened its season with an 
11-0 shutout of visiting East 
Jessamine. Pitcher Nick 
Delaney allowed only two 
hits while striking out eight.

The WCHS Lady Jackets 
softball team opened with a 
9-5 win over visiting Estill 
County.  

25 Years Ago 
April 2, 1987 

The GTE Sylvania glass 
and lamp plants will furnish 
the lighting system for the 
new football-soccer stadium 
at the county park. 

William A. Baker, D.V.M., 
has purchased full interest 
in the Woodford Veterinary 
clinic from Newell G. Hicks, 
D.V.M. 

Sondra Beverly, a senior 
at Woodford County High 
School, is a National Merit 
Scholarship fi nalist. 

Kathryn Gentry of Ver-
sailles has pledged Kappa 
Kappa Gamma sorority at 
Centre College. 

Ronald R. Nabors, a Ver-
sailles native, has been pro-
moted to vice president of 
Pitney Bowes U. S. Business 
System’s New York region. 

Junior Miss candidates 
preparing for this year’s 
program are Jamie Hardin, 
Paulette Ralston, Sarah Pryor, 
Vickie Hudson, Barbie Gil-
lis, Elizabeth Mullaney, 
Jane Marie Watts, Lucy 
Vance, Patti Kimball, Anissa 
Penn, Rochelle Owsley, Lisa 
Nesselrode, Gretchen Weil, 
Tracie Jones, Hope Crain, 
Elizabeth Rouse, and Mandy 
Boutcher. 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Starks have returned to Mid-
way after visiting friends in 
Washington, D.C., Annapo-
lis, Md., and Charlotte, N. C. 

40 Years Ago 
April 6, 1972 

Barbershop harmony will 
return to Versailles next 
month when the Louisville 
Thoroughbreds Chorus, two-
time national champion, will 
present two shows May 12 in 
the Woodford County Junior 
High auditorium. 

Woodford County Re-
publicans have elected Har-
old Carmickle, chairman; 
George Perry, vice chairman; 
Mrs. Robert Porter, chair-
woman; Mrs. Kenneth Rush, 
secretary, and Miss Ina Lee 
Foster, treasurer. 

D.G. Owen, retired rural 
mail carrier, died Tuesday at 
the age of 75. 

On the dean’s list in the 
College of Arts and Sciences 
at the University of Kentucky 
were Kevin Lane Dearinger, 
Patricia Douglas Davis, Bar-
bara Ann Foley, and James 
Dunlap Prewitt. 

Seniors honored at the 
basketball banquet last week 
were Jerry Owens, Randy 
Denney, Mark Parrott, and 
Ronnie Brooks. Owens and 
Denney were named to the 
all-CKC squad. 

Pinewood Derby winners 
in Cub Scout Pack 1784 
were Tim Thore, fi rst; Keith 
Dunning, second; Brett Horn-
back, third, and Tom Hardin, 
fourth. The prettiest cars were 
those entered by Mike Clark, 
fi rst; Eric Newman, second, 
and Paul Green, third. 

in an interview.
“Over the last ten years,” he 

said, “we have spent between 
thirty and thirty-fi ve million 
dollars on capital projects: 
either new construction or 
renovations.”

“In today’s dollars,” he 
continued, “a new high school 
would cost you at least forty 
million dollars. So we would 
have to be taking on more debt 
than we’ve spent across the 
district in the last ten years.”

Hawkins described the 
board’s action on Monday 
night as a “forward-thinking 
decision.”

“We do believe it’s the best 
place for a high school,” said 
Wilson. “We’re very excited 
about it, very excited about it.” 
He said the board’s decision 
puts future Woodford County 
boards of education in a great 
position to move forward with 
the construction of a new high 
school.

“When this option became 
available,” said Wilson, “the 
board was excited (because) 
we can solve that piece of the 
puzzle…”

A real estate agent for the 
property owner approached 
d i s t r i c t  admin i s t r a to r s 
about purchasing the land 
in August, according to 
Binder and Hawkins. He said 
board members “strongly 
encouraged” them to negotiate 
a possible purchase with the 
property owners.

A 95-acre campus offers 
sufficient space for the 
middle and high schools to 
share athletic facilities and 
parking lots. It also provides 
suffi cient acreage to locate a 
fi fth elementary school on the 
property if that ever became a 
need, Hawkins said.

“We felt like (this property) 
was a very good value,” he 

said. “And again, if you think 
twelve to fi fteen years down 
the road, you don’t know 
what property values might 
be at that point in time. You 
don’t know where you might 
fi nd fi fty acres in a centrally 
located area.” This site offers 
options for vehicular access 
on Tyrone Pike, Schoolhouse 
Road and McCowans Ferry 
Road, Binder said.

If all goes as anticipated, she 
said, the district could fi nalize 
the purchase of the property in 
June or July.

Bids awarded
The board approved bids 

for a storm-water improvement 
p r o j e c t  a t  S i m m o n s 
Elementary, a paving project 
at Southside Elementary, and 
the installation of aluminum 
bus canopies at both Woodford 
County Middle School and 
Northside Elementary.

R a n d l e - D a v i e s 
Construction Company was 
awarded the contract for the 
Southside project with a bid 
of $80,320. 4E Excavating 
was awarded the Simmons 
project with a bid of $61,150. 
Preston Construction Group 
was awarded the canopy 
project with a base bid of 
$133,500.

The board has earmarked 
capital outlay dollars to pay 
for those projects.

Central offi ce
The board approved 

construction plans for the 
renovation of the school 
board’s central offi ce building 
on Pisgah Pike. The board also 
gave its okay to accept bids on 
the renovation project.

The renovation of the 
central offi ce building will 
include replacing an aging 
heating/cooling system, 
windows, doors and roof.

WCHS greenhouse
The board approved a 

request to spend available 
capital outlay dollars to help 
pay for a new greenhouse 
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at Woodford County High 
School.

The total cost is an estimated 
$62,580.95. However, grant 
dollars have been secured 
to generate approximately 
$52,000 toward construction 
costs of a new greenhouse.

Code of  Conduct
After addressing questions 

from a concerned parent, the 
board unanimously approved a 
revised student code of conduct 
for the 2012-13 school year.

A change limiting the 
number of parent notes 
excusing an absence/tardy 
to seven troubled Elizabeth 
Mudd, who has two children at 
Simmons Elementary School. 
She said limiting parent notes 
to seven could become a 
financial hardship for her 
family because of the cost of 
taking a child to the doctor 
every time he or she is sick in 
order to obtain a doctor’s note 
to excuse an absence.

Currently, parents can write 
seven notes to excuse an 
absence and fi ve more notes to 
excuse a tardy. The number of 
doctor notes accepted to excuse 
absences is being reduced from 
10 to seven.

“We do feel like we’re 
trying to come to some kind 
of middle ground,” said Garet 
Wells, director of staff/student 
services. “We felt like the seven 
doctor’s notes and the seven 
parent notes, that’ll be easy 
for parents to remember.” He 
noted that a student can also 
have six unexcused absences 
before being identifi ed as a 
habitual truant.

A d d i t i o n a l l y,  We l l s 
said school principals have 
discretion whenever there is 
a valid reason for a child’s 
absence.

Mudd thanked the board 
for listening to her concerns 
and addressing them with 
a thorough explanation of 
the district policy related to 
absences.

Vaccinations 
are crucial
(StatePoint) Most parents 

know that one of the most 
important steps they can take 
to protect their children is to 
vaccinate them against danger-
ous diseases. But knowing what 
to vaccinate against and when 
to do so can be a complicated 
process.

National Infant Immuniza-
tion Week, observed April 21-
28, is a great reminder to get 
in touch with your pediatrician 
and ensure you are up-to-date 
with your child’s vaccinations.

“When children are not 
immunized, the results can be 

devastating,” says Dr. Robert 
W. Block, president of the 
American Academy of Pedi-
atrics (AAP). “Making sure 
your children are properly im-
munized will give them up to a 
98 percent chance of avoiding 
many diseases.”

The AAP is offering these 
vital tips for parents to help sort 
out all the details:

• Ask questions. Remem-
ber, your pediatrician is ready 
and willing to partner with 
you on getting your children 
immunized. Use your child’s 
doctor as a resource to help you 
sort out the endless supply of 
information -- some good and 
some questionable -- on this 

topic. So prepare questions in 
advance, and take a note pad 
with you to your visit so you 
can jot down important advice 
and critical dates.

• Be on time. Your children’s 
immunization schedule is not 
an area of parenting where 
you should feel free to get 
creative. There are scientifi c 
reasons, based on knowledge 
of children’s immune systems, 
for why shots are recommended 
at certain ages. Updating your 
records and keeping a calen-
dar can help you keep it all 
straight. More information on 
recommended schedules and 
on how immunizations work 
can be found at www.healthy-
children.org.

in particular, strongly ob-
jected to making any such 
changes at the center.

“Are we going to do this for 
every department in county 
government?” Reed asked. 
“If we are, I’ll vote for this.” 
But if not, it makes no sense 
to be in effect warning the 
recycling center’s staff that 
“‘if you lose three people, 
you may not get to replace 
them,’” Reed said. “This is 
an important operation for 
the county, and here we are, 
tying these people’s hands. … 
Are we going to do this with 
every other department in this 
county government? And if 
we don’t, I think it’s wrong. 
I will not vote for this. I will 
not vote for this document 
here, because I don’t think 
it’s fair for the rest of the … 
employees in our county.”

Magistrate Bruce Gill 
(Dist. 7), a member of the 
committee, said he had joined 
the unanimous approval of the 
recommendation Gardiner 
read. But Gill said he believed 
the recommendation should 
be just that and not require a 
motion or adoption into the 
county’s long-range plans.

Fiscal court already re-
views its departments, Gill 
added. “This is business as 
usual; how it’s always been. 
And I don’t think it needs to 
be in the form of a motion 
and recycling singled out.”

The county needs no 
specific number of jobs 
to trim from the recycling 
department, agreed Mag-
istrate Jackie Brown (Dist. 
8). Later he added that early 
efforts by the court, about 10 
years ago, to cut jobs from 
the recycling center were 
not successful. Only when 

already done its part to rem-
edy one county precinct, in 
which voters recently needed 
to stand in line for about three 
hours to cast a vote. “It will 
be a great disservice to our 
citizens to require them to 
stand in line,” Given said.

However, while the fi s-
cal court has done its duty 
in redrawing magistrates’ 
districts, the county board 
of elections has reset other 
precincts, George said. Sher-
iff Wayne Wright, County 
Clerk Judie Woolums, and 
Republican and Democrat 
members of the board did that 
with help from Kenneth Johns 
with the county P&Z offi ce. 
The county clerk relayed the 
results to the state by the 
deadline, George continued. 
But because of the problems 
Kentucky’s legislature is 
having with redistricting, 
the county was told the state 
can’t accept them at this time, 
he said.

But George said he was 
optimistic the county could 
sort everything in time. “I 
think our boundary proposal 
will be accepted,” he said. “It 
meets all the criteria. And I’m 
confi dent that come Novem-
ber, we’re not going to have 
a problem like we’ve had in 
the past.”

“I’m just very, very con-
cerned,” Given continued. 
“I feel that we need to make 
sure that the November 
election goes as smoothly 
as possible.” That election 
is vital to the survival of the 
nation, she added. With the 
May primary  only about two 
months away, county offi cials 
may want to pressure the state 
for an approval — especially 
because, according to the 
Louisville Courier-Journal, 
Jefferson County was able to 
get approval to add 44 more 
precincts there.

“We’re only asking for a 
division of three,” she said. 
“I just feel that it’s really 
incumbent upon us to get all 
the kinks worked out in the 
primary rather than wait until 
the November election.”

Other actions
• Recently a tornado siren 

on the city’s south side was 
struck by lightning, reported 
county Emergency Manage-
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the county stopped, and let 
Recycling Director Wade 
Johnson and Administrative 
Assistant Sherri McDaniel 
run the center without the 
court’s direct supervision did 
the center improve its work, 
Brown said.

Gardiner, however, in-
sisted this was only a rec-
ommended option for the 
fi scal court to adopt into its 
long-term solid-waste plan. 
“I will say that I think there 
is reason to put a number on 
the number of positions that 
we would not fi ll,” he said. 
That is founded on the fact 
that as the committee has 
toured other recycling cen-
ters, Gardiner said, they’ve 
found that many of them have 
far fewer full-time employees 
than Woodford’s center, and 
accomplish more work.

The committee’s report 
could be read into the record 
with no real action taken, said 
County Attorney Alan George 
in response to a question from 
Coyle. However, no one sug-
gested that.

Coyle later said the com-
mittee’s specifi c number of 
possible trimmed full-time 
employees — three — was 
intended to spur the county 
and the recycling center to 
make as much use as possible 
of community service from 
Class D inmates at the nearby 
county detention center.

Reed asked County Jailer 
Johnny Jones whether use of 
inmates required additional 
oversight from jail person-
nel. Jones said no, not for 
that particular class, who are 
low-risk county inmates.

“The reason the number 
was there to give it a little 
teeth, because if you leave it 
open-ended there, there’s no 
incentive for a department 

head to continue to go out of 
their way to fi nd cost savings,” 
said Magistrate Larry Craig 
(Dist. 1). “And like it or not, 
this takes a big chunk out of 
our budget. And that’s what 
constituents in my district are 
concerned about. This is not 
about the excellent job that 
our employees do out there, 
and it’s not about being anti-
recycling. It’s about dollars 
and cents that come out of 
the county budget.”

Within Craig’s district is 
the city of Midway, and the 
Midway City Council has 
expressed a wish to explore 
other recycling options within 
the city, possibly with Lexing-
ton’s recycling center.

Magistrate Gerald Dotson 
(Dist. 5) asked whether the 
fi scal court could still explore 
purchasing plastic boxes to 
use for recycling rather than 
continuing to spend thou-
sands of dollars annually on 
blue bags. Gardiner, though, 
said the diffi culty would arise 
in how the boxes would be 
collected. The county would 
fi rst need to talk with Rumpke 
Sanitation and the recycling 
center.

All discussion, and likely 
any further discussion in the 
near future about changes to 
the recycling center, ended 
with Coyle’s summary. With 
no motion to adopt the report, 
“I will dismiss the recycling 
committee with thanks, and 
we’ll move on,” Coyle said.
Redistricting concerns

State delays could lead to 
some confusion during this 
year’s primary election, and 
thus later on in November for 
the general election, a former 
county judge-executive cau-
tioned the court.

Jenny Sue Given said that 
she understood the county had 

ment Director Keith Slugantz. 
Magistrates voted to replace 
the device for a cost of 
$12,008. All but $500 of that 
will be reimbursed by county 
insurance, Slugantz said.

• Buan Smith, county road 
department director, said the 
county had some unfi nished 
business dating back to devel-
opment of the Cedar Ridge 
Subdivision. That project was 
fi rst started in the county, but 
was soon annexed by Ver-
sailles. However, certifi cates 
of deposit were written that 
named the project’s developer 
and Woodford County, so now 
the county needs to endorse 
those CDs. Magistrates ap-
proved that motion at Smith’s 
request.

• The court approved a 
request from Windstream 
Communications for an en-
croachment permit alongside 
Carpenter Pike near the 
entrance to the Lakewood 
Subdivision.

• Jim Fugate, assistant 
chief of the Versailles Police 
Department, made himself 
available for any questions 

after the department’s annual 
report for 2011. “As I re-
viewed the report, I was very 
impressed by the progress that 
the police department’s mak-
ing,” Reed said in response.

• The county Economic 
Development Authority’s 
Web site, or at least its fi rst 
version, is finally online, 
EDA chair Brad McLean said. 
That site’s address is www.
WoodfordEDA.com.

• County Coroner Ronald 
Owens said his offi ce had re-
ceived a body cooler, obtained 
by a grant.

• Magistrates approved 
written guidelines for the user 
of Tasers at the Woodford 
County Detention Center. 
That item had been on the
court’s previous agenda two 
weeks ago, but an actual vote 
on the policy had somehow 
been overlooked, said Jones 
at the county jail.

• The county approved a 
Bluegrass Railroad Museum
contract for $159,014.80 for
the installation of about 5,000 
railroad ties, according to mu-
seum president John Penfi eld.
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