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Forest no longer 
simply a fantasy

Community does the heavy lifting

Coach Cal takes notice
He liked artist’s painting so much he took it home

$10,000 allows woman to develop space

Frankfort Fac : Josie Kirker

WEEKLY POLL: Personal politics
Has the political feud between Gov. Steve Beshear and Senate Presi-
dent David Williams become too personal?   Yes, 75%  No, 25%
Total votes: 52
Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q
and return

>>SPORTS, B1
nDoor still open for former FHS grad Fields
nReds hold on to beat Cubs
nHamlin wins at Kansas
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COUPLE BITES INTO 
BURGER BUSINESS, A5

PHOTO SUBMITTED BY DAMON JACKEY

John Logan poses for a photo as he hands Coach John Calipari a 
painting he finished in about six hours.
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Josie Kirker is the director of the Franklin County Women’s Shelter. 

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

E
ven when she inter-
viewed to run the 
Franklin County 
Women’s Shelter, 

Josie Kirker was skeptical.
After all, how could she 

oversee a shelter that is so 
dependent on mostly vol-
unteers and a 24/7 hot-
line?

“When I accepted the 
job, I was still skeptical,” 
said Josie, the shelter’s 
executive director since 
2009. 

“But after being here, 
it works so well. I say this 
and mean it genuinely 
– this is a community-

based shelter where the 
community is really a part 
of us, and we’re part of the 
community.”

Josie, 35, oversees a 
women’s shelter that 
opened in 2008 and took 
in 185 homeless or strug-
gling women and chil-
dren, some more than 
once, through its three 
housing programs last 
year. The transitional liv-
ing center, in a converted 
four-plex house on Third 
Street, has two bedrooms 
for each unit and a shared 
living room, kitchen and 
bathroom.

Josie’s offi ce is on the 
bottom f loor near the 
main entrance, putting 

her in constant contact 
with residents and volun-
teers in their daily ins and 
outs. She describes the 
shelter as one big family.

“We have this intimate, 
family-like environment. 
I think that’s what helps 
make us successful. We 
get to know them, and 
they trust us and tell us 
what’s going on. We don’t 
just give them a bed to 
sleep in.”

Kentucky is the seventh 
state Josie has called home 
in her life. She was born in 
Kansas, moved to Ohio in 
her youth, graduated from 
Valparaiso in Indiana in 

See SHELTER DIRECTOR, A10

See PAINTING, A7
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A love of the outdoors, 
plants and bugs inspired 
Connie May to bring a “fanta-
sy forest” to an urban neigh-
borhood so people could ex-
perience what she did during 
her childhood in Frankfort.

“I grew up in Frankfort, in 
an urban environment, but 
we had box turtles and frogs 
in our backyard – you just 
don’t see that anymore,” said 
May, owner of Chrysalis Nat-
ural Landscapes.

“We know a lot of the chil-
dren don’t even have back-
yards,” she added.

That was the thought that 
inspired May to create a pub-
lic space for kids to learn and 
explore the natural areas of 
Kentucky without their par-
ents taking them to a park. 

“We have a lot of big open 
places and streams, but I 
knew it needed to be in their 
back yards because not every 
parent can take their chil-
dren out to parks for hours at 
a time to explore,” she says.

And when she discovered 
the community garden on 
the corner of Second and Lo-
gan streets, everything fell 
into place.

After four years of plan-
ning and help from city staff, 
she got a $10,000 grant to 
build an educational out-
doors she will call Frankfort’s 
“Fantasy Forest.”

May – with help from 
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Artist John Logan, who 
carried a painting he had just 
fi nished as his “poster” when 
University of Kentucky men’s 
basketball coach John Cali-
pari came to town, had no 
idea that his artwork would 
end up in the coach’s hands.

Logan, a policy analyst 
with the Kentucky Depart-
ment of Education, was 
among the thousands of fans 
who were downtown earlier 
this month to see Calipari 
and the NCAA champion-
ship trophy tour.

The painting, which fea-
tures Michael Kidd-Gilchrist, 
took Logan about six hours to 
fi nish. It was one of two bas-
ketball portraits he paint-

Shelter surpasses all 
director’s expectations
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Jashawn Boles measures Geordan Haynes’ height against one 
of the trees in the area where the Fantasy Forest will be planted 
near the Community Garden on Logan Street. A $10,000 grant is 
making it possible.See FOREST, A7
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