
The victory gave Cardinals
coach Rick Pitino his second win
this season over protege Kevin
Willard, who spent six seasons
on the Louisville staff as an assis-
tant.

Siva made two steals and a
tough bank shot in the first 65
seconds after halftime and keyed
a 20-6 run to start the second
half that put Louisville in con-
trol.

Kuric’s 3-pointer made it 48-
33 with 9:54 left, but the Pirates
wouldn’t go down easily. They
fought back and trimmed it to
59-55 on Theodore’s 3 with 47.9
seconds to go.

Smith hit a free throw, how-
ever, and Theodore missed a
pair of 3s before Kuric added
another foul shot with 14.6 sec-
onds remaining.

Theodore led Seton Hall to a
79-47 rout of Providence in the
first round Tuesday night, when
the Pirates shot 56 percent from
the field. The best 3-point shoot-
ing team in the league, they
couldn’t keep it up against
Louisville’s clamp-down de-
fense.

The Cardinals came into the
game holding opponents to 37.9
percent shooting from the field —
the best mark in the Big East —
and they showed why.

After the win over Provi-
dence, Willard acknowledged
it’s always difficult to go up
against Pitino, a man the Seton
Hall coach twice referred to as a
“father figure.”

Willard also apprenticed un-
der Pitino with the Boston
Celtics. Pitino and Willard’s fa-
ther, Ralph, are longtime friends
and the elder Willard also was a
lead assistant for years under
Pitino.

A white-haired Ralph Willard
sat right behind his son’s bench,
hand on chin with an uncom-
fortable look on his face.

“The great thing about Coach
Pitino is it doesn’t matter what
time you call, he’ll pick up your
phone. He has been tremen-
dous. He was great this year
when we were struggling and
lost a couple games in a row,”
Kevin Willard said Tuesday. “He
called me twice during that
stretch, which is unheard of in
this league. I’m very lucky to
have him.”
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Butler rallies 
to beat Glasgow 

in first round of the
KHSAA Sweet Sixteen
BOWLING GREEN —

Cora Moore scored 12 points
and Danielle Lawrence added
10 as Louisville Butler overcame
an 11-point first-half deficit and
33 turnovers Wednesday to beat
Glasgow, 54-49 in the first
round of the Houchens Indus-
tries/KHSAA Girls’ Sweet
Sixteen Basketball Tournament
at Western Kentucky Univer-
sity’s E.A. Diddle Arena.

Butler (24-9), the 6th Region
champion, advanced to play
Lexington Paul Dunbar in a
quarterfinal game Friday.

Glasgow (28-5), the 4th
Region winner, came into its
first state tournament appear-
ance on a seven-game win
streak but committed 27
turnovers, converted on only 2-
of-12 3-point attempts and went
12-of-23 (52 percent) from the
free-throw line.

The Bearettes trailed 15-4 but
went ahead 17-16 on Brooke
Pearson’s bucket. The Lady
Scotties pulled within 48-47 on a
3-pointer by Kelsey Greer with
47.1 seconds left in the game but
couldn’t get the lead.

Butler connected on 6-of-8
free throws in the final minute
to preserve the lead.

LEXINGTON PAUL DUNBAR 72,
BOONE COUNTY 70 (OVERTIME).
Jordin Fender scored 21 points
Wednesday to lead Lexington
Dunbar to a Sweet Sixteen vic-
tory against Boone County.

The 11th Region champion
Lady Bulldogs (29-6) overcame
a 10-point deficit in the third
quarter and held on as Kierra
Muhammad scored 10 of her 11
points in overtime.

Sydney Moss, a Florida
signee and NFL receiver Randy
Moss’ daughter, scored 41
points to pace 9th Region cham-
pion Boone County (30-4) as
her father looked on from the
stands.

Once Dunbar evened the
score at 42-all in the third quar-
ter on two of Lakeena Parks’ 20
points, neither team led by
more than two until the extra
session.

LOUISVILLE DUPONT MANUAL 50,
PERRY COUNTY CENTRAL 41. Leasia
Wright scored 18 points and
went a perfect 11-of-11 from the
foul line in leading DuPont
Manual to a win over Perry
County Central.

The Lady Crimsons (34-2)
beat a Lady Commodores
squad that, as 1-of-6 schools to
win 30 games coming into the
state tournament, was consid-
ered a major roadblock.

DuPont Manual got in front
of Perry County Central 24-12
while forcing the Lady
Commodores (30-3) into 14
turnovers and 4-of-23 shooting
from the field.

Perry County Central clawed
back, thanks to double-double
performances from Kayla
Rankin (18 points, 13 rebounds)
and Kendall Noble (10 points,
11 rebounds), but the Lady
Commodores never came clos-
er than two points in the second
half.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY 60, MUH-
LENBERG COUNTY 43. Macie
Spence scored 18 points and
had six rebounds and four as-
sists to lead Montgomery
County over the Lady Mustangs
in Wednesday’s last quarterfinal.

Erica Rogers added 12
points, three assists and two re-
bounds for the Lady Indians
(29-6), the 10th Region champs.
Olivia Colliver chipped in with
11 points and four assists, while
Destiney Taul had nine points
and 12 rebounds.

Aliah Fueller paced
Muhlenberg County with 16
points. Kaitlyn Walley added
eight, while Amiea Summers
had seven points, four rebounds
and three assists.

Montgomery County, which
has won 12 straight, led by as
many as 21 points in the fourth
quarter. Muhlenberg County,
the 3rd Region champs, finishes
the season 21-11.

The Lady Indians shot 54.8
percent (23-of-42) from the field
compared to 29.8 percent (17-of-
57) for the Lady Mustangs.
Muhlenberg County dominated
the offensive glass (18-8), but
were outrebounded by nine (23-
14) on the defensive end.

From Staff and Wire Reports

Woodson was inducted along with Fort
Knox’s Les Bishop, Marion County’s Danny
Marks, Caverna’s Dwayne Hatcher, Bards-
town Bethlehem’s Jane Sims and Bards-
town’s Joey Downs.

On the basketball court, Woodson com-
piled 1,614 points, 902 rebounds and 241 as-
sists in four years. He ranked fourth all-time
in rebounds and sixth in scoring at North
Hardin. He played in 127 games, including
118 as a starter which is a North Hardin
record.

Woodson helped the Trojans to three
consecutive region championships. He was
selected to the all-district tournament team
three times and was the MVP twice. He was
named to the all-region tournament team
three times and won the MVP twice.

“Basketball was so much fun,” Woodson
said. “I got the opportunity to play with guys
like Quinton (Smith), Larry (Fox), Jarius
(Sykes), Matt (DeMasters) and Cedric

(Burton). I got the chance to play in South
Carolina, Tennessee and other places. I got
to see different places.

“We were the first team (from the region)
with three straight state tournament appear-
ances,” he added. “We were so talented. I
was lucky enough to play with those type of
players. I still keep in touch with those guys.
The only disappointing thing is we never
came away with state.”

On the football field, Woodson guided
the Trojans to back-to-back nine-win seasons
and the Trojans won seven games his senior
year. He passed for more than 3,900 yards
and 43 touchdowns. Woodson attracted
plenty of attention his senior season before
deciding to go to Kentucky.

“I remember our head coach ( Joe
Washington),” Woodson said. “I remember
everything he did for us. He taught me how
to be a man. He is one of those guys that tru-
ly is defined as coach. I became a better
player because of him and he made me a
better person.”

At Kentucky, Woodson was a three-year
starter at quarterback, totaling 9,360 yards
and 79 touchdowns. He led the Wildcats to
back-to-back Music City Bowl victories and

was named the MVP both times.
After his professional career, Woodson

returned to Kentucky where he was a stu-
dent assistant last season. Woodson graduat-
ed in December but he remained on staff as
a graduate assistant this year.

“It means a lot to stay there,” Woodson
said. “It’s a place where I have a lot of great
memories. I had a wonderful experience
there and now I get to share my experience
with other guys. It means a lot they asked
me to come back.”

Bishop was an assistant coach in football,
basketball, track and slow-pitch softball at
Fort Knox. He also served as the head coach
of the swim team. Bishop became the first
black head basketball coach in the region
and he guided the Eagles to the 1984 region
tournament.

Bishop coached Scott Middle School for
11 years and led the Bulldogs to two Middle
School Athletic Conference championships.
He also served as athletic director and trans-
portation coordinator for athletic activities
for six years at Fort Knox.

Chuck Jones can be reached at (270) 505-1759
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WOODSON: and Fort Knox’s
Lee Bishop among five inducted

Ricky, who played in three consecutive
region championship games from 2005-07,
admitted to bringing up the state tourna-
ment trip, but he said it wasn’t to brag about
it. Ricky said there was another reason be-
hind it.

“I would bring it up, but it was to moti-
vate him,” Ricky said following the region
championship. “I wanted him to elevate his
game. 

“It feels like me out there,” he added. “It’s
a great feeling and I’m so proud of him.
John Hardin is going back to State and it’s
great he has the opportunity to go.”

One of the main reasons the Bulldogs are
going to the Sweet Sixteen is Brandon’s his-
toric night. His 37 points tied the region fi-
nal record. Former Marion County and
University of Kentucky standout Anthony
Epps scored 37 points in the 1993 final to
help the Knights to the championship. The
Knights went on to claim the Sweet Sixteen
title.

The 5-foot-7 point guard went 11-of-17
from the field and 13-of-17 from the free
throw line. Brandon, who has made 36.3

percent of his 3-pointers this season, made
two of his three attempts beyond the arc.

In the first half, the Tigers couldn’t stop
Brandon’s penetration to the basket despite
switching from a man-to-man defense to a
zone. He scored John Hardin’s first five
points and then its final five to stake the
Bulldogs to a 33-19 lead.

Brandon drained back-to-back 3s to start
a string of 12 consecutive points in the third
quarter as the Bulldogs led 47-32 with 32
seconds remaining.

When Bardstown finally made a run at
the Bulldogs, Brandon calmly stepped to the
line and sank 9-of-12 free throws the final
3:31 to secure the win. 

“I was thinking we’ve got a great point
guard and keep the ball in his hands,” John
Hardin senior guard Jeremy Harness said.
“You know they were going to make a run,
but I knew we still had a chance because we
have Brandon. I knew he’d keep making
free throws.”

What was even more remarkable about
Brandon’s performance is he played all 32
minutes and never once showed any signs of
fatigue even with the Tigers’ constant ha-
rassment the final 8 minutes. After the
game, he had a scratch by his left eye and
one on each check. But in the face of
Bardstown’s pressure, Brandon dished out

seven assists and only had two turnovers.
“Brandon wasn’t going to let us lose,”

John Hardin junior forward Daveon Greene
said. “I’ve never been around someone like
him before. He’s small, but he doesn’t play
like it. He wanted to win this game and he
wasn’t going to allow us to do any different-
ly.”

Now Brandon has the opportunity to
play on the grandest stage – Rupp Arena.
After such an intense game where he willed
his team to victory, Brandon was at a loss for
words.

“Honestly, I really can’t describe it,”
Brandon said. “It’s an overwhelming feeling
to be going to State and playing at Rupp. It’s
amazing. It’s just like he (Ricky) said it
would be.”

Ricky will give his little brother more en-
couraging words prior to the Bulldogs’ first
round game against Johnson Central (25-10)
at 8 p.m. next Thursday. John Hardin’s first
state trip ended with a 47-33 loss to South
Laurel in the first round.

“I’ll tell him to just play the same game,”
Ricky said. “That’s what they all need to do.
I think we were too happy with just getting
there and we got caught up in the moment.
They just need to relax and play their game.
They just need to play John Hardin basket-
ball.”
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RICKY: Price played in 2005-07
region title games for Bulldogs

ECC becomes just the third course since
the tournament’s inception in 1923 to host
the event twice in a five-year span, joining
Miller Memorial Golf Course (2011 and
2007) and Owensboro Country Club (1955
and 1951, 1936 and 1933). Of the 49 hosts,
ECC becomes 1-of-21 courses to hold it
more than once. 

Manes said he received an email Feb. 9
from WKSGA executive secretary Jenny
Lamkin in which he was first informed of
the shift. Manes met with the WKSGA
board Feb. 25 at Elizabethtown Country
Club and finalized the switch then before
announcing it last week in the ECC newslet-
ter.

“I apologize for the late notice but the
host course we had arranged had to bail out
due to flood damage to the course,” Lamkin
wrote in the forwarded email. “E-town has
hosted the tournament in the past and we
enjoyed working with you. We hope we can
work something out either this year or a fu-

ture year.”
When he helped lead Central Hardin to

a pair of girls’ high school golf state tourna-
ment team championships, Akin played
ECC several times. However, the 21-year-
old Middle Tennessee State senior said she
has played just one nine-hole round at ECC
since its major renovations after the 2008
State Am.

“I like it being there, but I haven’t play at
E’town in a while. But it will be a good
chance to come home, hang out with every-
one and play a little golf,” said Akin, who
expects some State Am vets to be surprised
by how differently the course plays this time
around. “I think they might be and I think I
will be. I haven’t played the whole 18 holes,
so I think it will be different, but different is
good.”

Because she’s a wife with a full-time job
and two children, Games doesn’t play as
much golf as she did when she starred at
Marion County High School and Eastern
Kentucky University.

Like Akin, she said having success at
ECC is less of an expectation this time.

“It’s lot different. They’ve put in so many
bunkers and practically doubled the size of

the greens and made it a little longer,”
Games said. “So the golf course for me is to-
tally different than what it was before. It will
still be a challenge for me, too, because I
haven’t played it much.”

North Hardin High School junior Lydia
Gumm said having the tournament at home,
so to speak, can be a boon for a local golfer
who can make a deep run.

“I’m really excited about it because the
State Am, if you play well, it’s a long tourna-
ment,” Gumm said. “So to be able to stay at
home and play have local fans come out and
support you, it’s great.”

While there’s plenty of things to do be-
fore the State Am returns, Manes said ECC
is ecstatic to be the host again.

And like Akin, he agreed that different is
good.

“The golf course itself is completely dif-
ferent from the last time they were here.
And with the newer, larger greens, the
course is twice as nice as the condition it was
in 2008. And they were pleased with the
condition it was in even in 2008,” he said.
“So I’m excited for them to be out here and
I think they’ll really enjoy it.”

Nathaniel Bryan can be reached at (270) 505-1758
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ECC: becomes 1-of-21 courses
to host tourney more than once

LOUISVILLE 61, SETON HALL 55

SETON HALL (20-12)

Karlis 0-1 0-0 0, Auda 3-6 3-5 9, Pope 4-12 2-3 11, Theodore 4-11 7-8 17, Edwin 4-10
3-3 11, Mobley 2-5 3-5 7, Cosby 0-7 0-0 0, Wilson 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 17-52 18-24 55.

LOUISVILLE (23-9)

Kuric 4-14 3-5 13, Behanan 1-2 2-4 4, Dieng 2-3 2-3 6, Siva 6-11 0-2 14, C. Smith 2-
7 1-2 7, R. Smith 4-10 3-6 11, Price 0-0 1-2 1, Swopshire 0-2 5-6 5, Blackshear 0-0 0-0
0. Totals 19-49 17-30 61.

Halftime—Louisville 23-22. 3-Point Goals—Seton Hall 3-19 (Theodore 2-5, Pope 1-3,
Mobley 0-2, Edwin 0-3, Cosby 0-6), Louisville 6-19 (Siva 2-2, C. Smith 2-5, Kuric 2-10, R.
Smith 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Seton Hall 42 (Pope 15), Louisville 30 (Dieng
10). Assists—Seton Hall 7 (Edwin 3), Louisville 10 (Siva 3). Total Fouls—Seton Hall 22,
Louisville 20. A—20,057.
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LOUISVILLE: to play
Marquette at 7 tonight

FRANK FRANKLIN II/The Associated Press

Louisville's Peyton Siva drives past Seton Hall's Herb Pope in the first
half a Big East Tournament quarterfinal in New York on Wednesday. 


