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Drones raise THE NEWS IN BRIEF 

• prIvacy 
concerns 

In-country use of pilotless 
aircraft worries Americans 

By JAMES TEM1'LE 
Sa" fr.m<i>«> Chromcle 

With our wars winding down and the domestic 
use of drones ramping up. the multibillion-dollar in
dustry wants to upgrade its image as makers of as
sassins in the sky. 

After all, these ~unmaJmcd aerial vchicles~ can 
also play important roles as sophisticated map mak
ers, aerial photographers, search and rescue aids 
and sc::ientific tools. 

Privacy advocates, however, are gravely oon
cerned about another obvious domestic use: midair 
snoop. 

ROMNEY SAYS HE'S ON 
TRACK TO GET A NOMINAnNG 
MAJORITY BEfORE CONVEN
nON; RIVALS UNDETERRED. 
His delegate lead growing, 
Mitt Romney gentry 
nudged his Republican op· 
ponents toward the side
lines Wednesday and said 
he was on track to wrap up 
the presidential nomina· 
tion before the party con
vention next summer. Rick 
Santorum and NeW! 
Gingrich paid him no 
mina, vowing to fight on in 
a campaign marked by 
persistent ideological divi
sIons. 

If anYl.b.ing, the political 
maneuvering intensified as 
the marathon pointed to
ward contests in five states 
over the next week. Rom
ney's campaign purchased 
television advertising time 
in Alabama according to 
campaign sources, as it 
pursued a breakthrough in 
the party's Southem base. 

op nuclear arms. 

A NEW ACCOUNT TEllS OF 
BIN LADEH'S FAMILY RIVEN BY 
SUSPICIONS, HOlED UP IN HIS 
FINAL HIDEOUT. Osama bin 
Laden spent his Ia.>;t wecks 
in a house divided, amid 
wives riven by suspicions. 
On the top floor, sharing 
his bedroom, was his 
youngest wife and favorite. 
The trouble came when his 
eldest wife showed lip and 
moved into the bedroom 
on the floor below. 

Others in the family, 
crammed into the three
story villa compound 
where bin Laden would 
eventually be killed in a 
May 2 U.S. raid, were con' 
vinced that the eldest wife 
intended to betray the a1-
Qaida leader. 

Last month, President Barack ObiUllU signed a 
law that directs the Federal Aviation Mministration 
to create a set of rules thai clears the way for more 
use of drones by businesses and law enforcement. 
For years, the FAA has tightly restricted their use, 
for rear the vehicles could collide with aircraft, a 
I;onsideration that is sure to be the focus of the 
agency's study of the matter. 

A Santorum ally urged 
Gingrich to abandon the 
~,. 

STAR-CROSSED STARS 

The picture of bin La· 
den's life in the Abbot
tabad compound comes 
from Brig. Shaukat Qadir, 
a retired Pakistani army of· 
ficer who Spellt months re
searching the events and 
says he was given rare ac
cess to transcripts of 
Pakistani intelligence's in
terrogation of bin Laden's 
yOWlgesl wife, who was de· 
tailled in the raid. 

In response, the fomler 
House speaker said he 
would consider it - if he 
tbought Santo rum was 
sure to beat Romney and 
then President Bamck 
Obama. ~I don't," he 
added. 

Act or Will iam H. Macy, right, gets a klu Wednesday from Ills 
wife, act r855 Felicity Huffman , after t hey both received st ars 
In a double st er ceremony on t he Hollywood Walk of Fame In 
Lol Angelo.. 

But the nonprofit Electronic l'tivacy lnfonnation 
Center quickly issued a petition calling on the FAA 
to examine and address d rones' "unique threat" to 
privacy. The Americ.an Civil Uberties Union, the 
Electronic Frontier Foundat ion, Consumer 
Watchdog and dozens of other groups signed on. 

Technically, unmanned aerial vehicles (some 
quibble with the word drone) are remote or au· 
tonomously controlkod ai rcraft, a broad category 
that can encompass military·grade weapons as well 
D.'I small do-it-yourself helicopters with cameras. 

"They raise the prospect of bringing surveillance 
to a whole new level,~ saidJay Stanley, senior poli
cy analyst at the ACLV. 

Dbuibotcd by Scrippo Howard Ne .... Service 

DIPLOMATS: IRAN CLIAN
INC UP SECRET NUClEAR 
WORK. Satellite images of an 
Iranian military facility ap' 
pear to show truck.<. and 
earth·moving vehicles at 
the site, indicating an at
tellipted cleanup of ra
dioactive traces possibly 
left by tesl:l o f a nuclear
weapon trigger, diplomalll 
said. 

The assertions from the 
diplomats, all nuclear ex
peru accredited to the 
International Atomic En
ergy Agency, could add to 
the growing international 
pressure on Iran over ils 
nuclear program , which 
Tehran insisls is for peace
ful purposes. 

While the U.S. and the 
EV are backing a sanc
tions-heavy approach, 
Israel has warned that it 
may resort to a pre~mp

tive strike against Iran's rlU-

Marine tests military free speech 
Facebook posts 
raise questions 

about rules 
By J UU E WATSON 

The Anocialod ""'"" 

SAN DIEGO - u.s. 
Marine Sgt. Gary Stein first 
started a Facebook page 
called Anned Forces lea 
Party Patriots to cncourage 
service members to exer
ci:.e free s])CC(;h !ighlll. He 
then declared he wouldn't 
follow orders from the 
commander in chief, Pres
ident Barack Obama. 

T he Marine Corps is 
looking in to whether he vi· 
olated the military's rules 
prohibiting political stale· 
ments by tho:.e in wlifoml 
and broke its guidelines on 
what troops can and can
not say on social media. 
Stein said his views are 
constitutionally protected. 

While troops always 
have expressed their views 
in private, Stein's case 
highlights the potential for 
their opinions to go global 
as tech-savvy service menl
bers post personal details, 
videos and pictures that 
can hurt the military's im-

Geta 

age at hOlile and abroad. 
~ I think thai it's been 

pretty well established for 
a long time that freedom of 
s])CC(;h is one area in which 
people do surrender some 
of their basic rights in en· 
tering the anned forces,w 
said former U.S. Navy offi
cer David Glazier, a pro· 
fessor at Loyola Law 
School in Los An/,'Cles. 

uGood order and disci· 

p line require the military 
maintain respect for the 
chain of command,~ Glaz
ier said. ~That includes 
prohibiting speech critical 
of the senior officers in tbat 
chain of command - up to 
and including the com
mander in chief.~ 

According to Pentagon 
directives, military person
nel in uniform can't spon
sor a political dub; partici-

pate in any 1V or radio 
program or group discus
sion that advocates for or 
against a political party, 
candidate or cause; or 
speak at any event promot· 
ing a political movement. 

Commissioned officers 
also may not use contemp
tuous words against senior 
officials, including the de
fense secretary or the pres
ident. 
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clear facilities to prevent it 
from obtaining atomic 
weapons. 

Two of the diplomats 
said the crews at the 
Parchin military site may 
be trying to erase evidence 
of tests of a small experi· 
mental neutron device 
used to sel ofT a nuclear ex
plosion. A third diplomat 
could not cOllfinn that but 
said any attempt to trigger 
a so-called neutron initia· 
tor could only be in the 
context of !lying to devel-

Qadir also was given 
rare entry into the villa, 
which was sealed after the 
raid and demolished last 
month. Pictures he took 
showed the villa's main 
staircase, splattered with 
blood. Other pictures 
show windows protected 
by iron grills and the 20-
foot high walls around the 
vill a. 
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