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APPALACHIA TEA HERS ON EASTERN CAMPUS Participants in aNational Defense Educa-
tion" Act Institute for Advanced Study in Reading in progress on the campus of Eastern
Kentucky State College at Richmond are (left right) Jean Begley, Hyden; Elmer Smith,
Garrard, and Edwin Collins, Democrat.

RIVER WORK SET
The Louisville office of the Corps

of Engineers has been authorized to
proceed with plans and spec if ica-tlo- ns

for clearing the North Fork of
the Kentucky River at Whitesburg.

Sen. John Sherman Cooper said
the work would cover the channel
from the railroad bridge at the
east end of the city downstream
through town a distance of 5. 5
miles.

Cooper, who is a member of
the Senate Public Works Commit-

tee which authorized the work,
said he is glad "we were able
get the Corps of Engineers to com--p

lete its restudy last year" and is
pleased the corps is moving ahead
on the project.

Originally the corps said the pro-

ject here was not economically
feasible but 1 ater conducted a
second study and agreed to pro-

ceed with the work.

BIRTHS WHITESBURG HOSPITAL

SET RECENT HIGH RECORD

Births at the Whitesburg Hospital
during July set a six-ye- ar record
for the institution.

Thirty babies were born at the
hospital during July. This was the
most in aesy one month since July
of 1959 when 32 babies were born.
The all-ti- high in births for
one month at the hospital was re-

corded in January of 1957, when
41 babies were delivered.

The hospital Has a self-contai-

obstetrical unit consisting of a six-b- ed

ward, two private rooms, a la-b- ox

room and a delivery suite. In-

fants are cared for in two separate
nurseries. Miss Doris Banks, head
obstetrical nurse, was specially
trained in her field at the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

In the entire hospital, an occu-
pancy of 63 per cent of the hosp-
ital's 85 beds was rennrmri fnr lulv.

Former Sheriff Johnny Fulton was

elected chairman of a community
action committee the Neon area
at a meeting at N.eon Friday.

Fulton Is a resident of Hemphill.
Alfred Adams, also a resident of
Hemphill, avas elected

Adams, a former deputy sheriff
who handled financial matters in
the sheriff's office, is now em-

ployed by Greer Ellison Coal Co.
as a bookkeeper.
' Dorrs oi allard was erected secre- -
tary and treasurer.

The committee decided to call
itself the Boonefork Community .

Group. It will include the com-- .
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Mayor Ferdinand .Moore said the
Corps of Engineers had notified
him the city would have meet
certain conditions and the city
had agreed to do so. The condi-
tions include:

1. Furnish without cost the
United States all lands, easements
and rights-of-w- ay necessary for
the project.

2. Hold and save the United
States free from damages due to
the construction works.

3. Maintain and operate all
works after completion In accord-
ance with regulations prescribed
by the Secretary of the Army.

4. Prevent encroachment on
the stream which would adversely
affect the operation of the pro-
ject.

The work is considered a flood
control project. No starting date
has been ' it.

AT

The average daily number of pa-
tients was 53. The highest num-
ber of patients in the hospital on
any one day was65, the lowest
43. During June, the hospital op-

erated 'at 60 per cent of capacity.
A total of 311 patients was seen

in the emergency room durirg Ju-

ly. Daily emergency room visits
averaged 10.

REEDY GETS BID

H. B. Reedy Plumbing and Heat-

ing Company of Whitesrwrg has re-

ceived a contract for air condition-
ing, lighting and heating at the
U. S, post office in Whitesburg.

Reedy 's bid of $43, 600 was' the
lowest of three received. Esti-
mated time for completing the
work is 200 calendar days.

FORMER SHERIFF JOHNNY FULTON

HEADS FLEMING-NEO- N CAP GROUP

munities of Kona, Seco, Neon,
Fleming, McRoberts, Hemphill,
Potters Fork, Whitaker and the
Kentucky River- - Payne Gap area.

It will meet again at 7:30 p.
m. August 12 in the Fleming-Ne- on

grade school building. The
meetings are public.

By virtue of his election as chair-
man, Fulton automatically be-

comes a member of the Letcher
County Economic Opportunity
Committee, the county-wi- de

croup which is responsible for
conductingthe community action

Eortion of
County.

the War on Poverty in
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WHITESBURG NEEDS

READY PLANT SITE

OFFICIAL SAYS

Whitesburg should have an indus-

trial site already developed, com-
plete with sewers, water, streets if
it hopes to attract an industry, the
vice president of Fantus Area Re-

searcli Inc. said during a visit here
last winter.

It is not enough, said Edwin I.
Oppel, to show a prospect a site
and tell him it might dc available
for his use and sewers and water
will be extended to it in the fu-

ture. Most prospects who would
be interested in Eastern Kentucky
want a site they can use within
a few months, he said, not one
which would require several years
to develop.

The city should have an indus-

trial development team alwaya
work to promote its advantages
and encourage industrial prospects
to come here and take a look, he
added.

Oppel was here in connection
with the industrial development
survey of Eastern Kentucky which
his firm made for tlie state depart-
ment of commerce and which was
released this week.

He pointed out that it.Is not
to tell an industrial pros-

pect that electric power and wa-

ter are available. These are things
manufacturers take for granted.
They need to know the specific
advantages of one community er

another.

JENKINS, COUNTY

SCHOOLS START

CLASSES SOON

With the opening of school less
than three weeks away, both
Letcher County school systems
are making final preparations for
the new term.

Letcher County schools will take
up Aug. 23, and Jenkins indepen-
dent schools will reopen Aug. 26.

Thirteen oue- -, two-- and three-roo- m

schools will no longer be in
use when classes resume Aug. 23
in the Letcher County school sys-

tem
fupils from seven ot them will

attend classes at the new Martha
Jane Potter Elementary School at
Kona, which will be in use for the
first time this year.

The others will attend various
other centers throughout the count-
y-

The schools which will be con-

solidated into the Potter school
include Sergent, Thornton, Kona,
Thornton Gap, Lower Millstone,

(Continued on Page 8)

EASTERN KENTUCKY:

FUTURE BRIGHT?
Eastern Kentucky is a land of opportunity for industrial development,

a major industrial research firm says in a study made for the Kentucky
Department of Commerce.

But "extraordinary effort" is needed to overcome erroneous impres-
sions of the area held by many outsiders, the study says.

The survey of Eastern Kentucky industrial prospects was the third and
final in a $100, 000 scries, made for the state by Fantus Area Researcli
Inc. , New York.

(Fantus is one of the country's leading industrial site location firms.
It is responsible for the location of International Business Machines Cor-
poration and Square D plants at Lexington and for several other major
industrial developments in Kentucky.)

Edwin I. Oppel, vice president of Fantus, said his firm was surprised
and pleased by same of fts findings In Eastern Kentucky.

Oppel said the one n.zd o." Eas e.n Kentucky that stands out above all
others is fUrtlisc "colonization" by outside industries. In every instance,
such colonization has brought in management, sound business thinking
and people and stable payrolls, the report says.

But, it says, a great deal must be done at the local level to avoid dis-
cordant notes on the local level. Because of a long and involved history
of extractive industry (such as coal, oil, lumber, gas) managed from
the outside, many residents of Eastern Kentucky have over-react- ed to a
point where they declare they have no intentions of their land ever be-

coming another Canada againthat is, with its economic destiny de-

termined in Detroit, Chicago, New York and so on. Yet, the report
says, these same people seem perfectly willing to have their economic
destinies determined' in Washington. They have become preoccupied
with tourism and natural resources, it added.

The report said outsiders have 11 impressions of Eastern Kentucky
that are either untrue, misunderstood or distorted. In a "blueprint for
action, " the report listed these 11 negative impressions that exist in
the minds of outside businessmen and proposed methods of changing
them.

The 11 impressions are:
l. Avoidance ot trie area Dy national nrms.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.

inadequate trainable labor supply;
Substandard educational levels.
Inadequate community facilities.
Poor accessibility, poor communications.
Militant unionism and coal field disorders.
Poor living conditions.
Unnecessarily high labor rates. '
Low productivity.
Lack of industrial plant sites.
A historv of floodinc.

The report cited these facts to correct the misimpressions, which it
said often are based on outmoded data:

Within Eastern Kentucky there are plants owned and operated by 10
nationally known firms or substantial businesses with headquarters out-
side Kentucky. Manufacturing firms with two or more Kentucky es-

tablishments employing more than 50 persons provide between 5, 000
and 6, 000 jobs in Eastern Kentucky. These include apparel, footwear,
food processing, tobacco, chemicals, stone, clav and glass manufac-

turers. Eastern Kentucky contains about one tourth or tne state's pop-
ulation and about 11 per cent of Its manufacturing employment. "The
record is surprisingly good but little publicized. " The only area which
up to now has failed to attract outside Investment is the area
wnich includes Letcher County, but the coming of Lycoming Shoe Corp
to Johnson County in the near future will change that.

Recent surveys of the labor force in Eastern Kentucky show that the
ratio of applicants to jobs offered exceeds 10 to one; roughly 60 per
cent of the male applicants and half of the females are in the 17 to
34 age bracket; about half the males and 60 per cent of the females
have completed one or more years of high school. A third are high
school graduates.

Eastern Kentucky is still engaged in catching up with the rest of the
state in the matter of education, but it is exporting trainees and grad-
uates faster than local industries are absorbing output of high schools
and vocational schools and colleges. The four strongest forces for
change are a new generation of parents who have high school diplo-
mas; increased federal aid to schools, emergence of community col-

leges having area-wi- de significance and reshaping of vocational train-
ing programs to meet particular area conditions.

Several communities appear strong in water and sewer capabilities
and natural gas service, (If gas is eliminated as a requisite for manu-
facturing, whitesburg possibly would qualify among these, the report
said.) Restaurant facilities are few and far between and there are no
chain motels, but good overnight acebmmodations for businessmen
are available and the state park system offers a number of fine lodges
with uniformly good food service. "Plainly, " the report says, "none
of these facts fits the stereotype of the region which stamps out an
impression that the area is predominantly one of coal mining towns. "

When operations of private aircraft are taken into account the re-

gion is not as inaccessible as it first appears. In fact, some remark-
able growth in private aviation Is taking place in Eastern Kentucky .

The near-ter-m outlook for roads is less encouraging, but the Moun-
tain Parkway extensions provide a bright spot. The more significant
of the "quick start" projects authorized by the Appalachian Regional
Commission are in the Whitesburg locale. Both In fact and in im-
pression, this is now one of the most remote areas in the region, the
report said.

Talks with responsible local leaders indicate that unorganized plants
can operate in Eastern Kentucky or that reasonable contracts can be
negotiated. A number of manufacturing Industries along the Ohio
and West Virginia borders have satisfactory experience with laborers
who commuteirom Eastern Kentucky, ivfajor construction projects
have been completed without labor unrest or showdowns, a number
of them ahead of schedule.

Islands of change have .been developing on the Cumberland Plateau
since 1932. They emerge as individual communities within the sub-regi-

or as islands such as the new community colleges within indi-
vidual towns.

(Continued on Page 8)


