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DUSTIN by Jeff Parker and Steve Kelley

BABY BLUES by Rick Kirkman and Jerry Scott

FAMILY CIRCUS
by Bil Keane

DENNIS THE MENACE
by Hank Ketcham

HI AND LOIS by Brian and Greg Walker

PICKLES by Brian Crane

JUMP START by Robb Armstrong

GET FUZZY by Darby Conley

ZITS by Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

BLONDIE by Dean Young and Stan Drake

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

HÄGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

CROSSWORD by Thomas Joseph

BRIDGE by Steve Becker

HOROSCOPE by Frances Drake

CRYPTOGRAM 
by Bob Johnson and Mary Margolies

su|do|ku by Dave Green

ACROSS
1 1970s TV cop
6 Pickup game
11 Clear
12 Parts of hearts
13 Urban pollution
14 Like some glass
15 Cry from the crow’s nest
17 Battery fill
18 Pale
20 Tijuana tot
22 Egg — yung
23 Bill stamp
26 Tickle
28 Hideaways
29 Put in other words
31 Pet perch
32 Naturalness
33 Depend
34 Homer’s son
36 Cherished
38 One way to read
40 Earthen brick
43 Western flora
44 Chops finely
45 Used a trail
46 Heavy spears
DOWN
1 Writer Follett
2 Mexican gold
3 No. 1 hit for Elvis
4 Check for purity
5 Enthusiastic
6 Boxing poke
7 Hawks’ home
8 No. 1 hit for Elton
9 New Zealand native
10 Dune makeup
16 “CSI” evidence
18 Miles off
19 One or more

21 Vacation spot
23 Baby food choice
24 Russian river
25 Spot
27 Ordinance
30 Slugger Williams
33 Circle spokes
34 “Art of the Fugue” com-

poser
35 Jai --
37 Tombstone name
39 Pulled off
41 Flower visitor
42 Mountain road shape

YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

This excellent problem, 
published in the British Bridge 
Magazine many years ago, was 
comprised by Paul Lukacs, 
Israeli expert.

West should begin by ruffing 
the queen-of-diamonds lead 
in dummy (it would be wrong 
to discard a spade or a heart). 
He then draws both missing 
trumps, ending in dummy, and 
leads the deuce of spades.

If South follows suit with 
the five or six or shows out of 

spades, West plays his seven 
and is sure to score the rest of 
the tricks regardless of which 
suit North returns after win-
ning the seven of spades.

If South produces the eight, 
nine or ten of spades on the 
deuce lead from dummy, West 
wins with the king, returns to 
dummy with a trump and leads 
the three of spades toward his 
hand, planning to play the jack 
if South follows low.

By adopting this line of play, 
declarer makes the contract in 
each of the following six cases:

1. If South has no spade 
higher than the six.

2. If South errs and plays 
the five or six of spades on the 
first round of the suit when he 
holds the eight, nine or ten.

3. If South has the queen 
of spades, in which case the 
number of spades he was dealt 
makes no difference at all.

4. If North has either the 
singleton or doubleton queen 
of spades.

5. If the six spades held by 
North-South are divided 3-3.

6. If the potential heart 
finesse — taken as a last resort 
after the spades fail to divide 
favorably — wins because 
South was dealt the queen.

Only if all six chances go 
wrong would declarer fail to 
make the slam on the recom-
mended line of play. If they all 
did go sour, declarer could eas-
ily be forgiven if he decided to 
give up the game for a while.

Tomorrow: Fancy footwork.

ARIES (March 21 to April 19)
Do be aware of the fact that you will 

be noticed more than usual by others 
today, especially those in authority. 
Therefore, look your best!

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20)
Do something different today. You’re 

eager for adventure and you’re also very 
keen to learn something new. Go some-
place you’ve never been before.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20)
Take some time today to address bills, 

insurance matters, estates, inheritances 
and banking issues. Do a little to stay on 
top of your scene. (Later, you’ll be glad 
you did.)

CANCER (June 21 to July 22)
Because the Moon is opposite your 

sign today, you will have to go more than 
halfway when dealing with others. This is 
not a problem. You can do it.

LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22)
Focus on getting better organized 

today. Do something to help get more 
efficient and productive in your job and 
at home. Cluttered surroundings con-
tribute to a cluttered mind.

VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22)
Romance is quite serious today. You 

want to think you’re putting your money 
on the right horse. Enjoy sports, social 
occasions and playful activities with 
children.

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22)
Home, family and your domestic 

scene are your priorities today. Time 
spent alone at home will be a welcome 
relief for you. Discussions with a parent 
could be significant.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21)
This is a good day for short trips, con-

versations with siblings and relatives, 
plus reading, writing and studying. You 
have a need to converse with others, es-
pecially if you can share some insights.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21)
Although you might be thinking a lot 

about your job and how you earn your money today, at 
a deeper level, you might be wondering if your 
daily needs are truly being met. You want to feel con-
tent.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19)
Because the Moon is in your sign today, you might 

be more emotional than usual. However, when the 
Moon is in your sign, you are also luckier than all the 
other signs!

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18)
Work alone or behind the scenes today. You need 

some quiet time to mentally and emotionally regroup.
PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20)
Discussions with a female will be significant today. 

Input from others, especially in a group situation, 
might cause you to tweak your future goals.

YOU BORN TODAY
You want to make a name for yourself. Because of 

your ambition to succeed, nothing will stop you. You 
know what it takes, and you’re prepared to work for 
what you want. Because you’re ambitious internally 
as well as externally, you strive to become a better 
person. A lovely, social year ahead awaits you. In par-
ticular, all relationships are blessed.

C2  |  FRIDAY, 02.17.2012 THE LEDGER INDEPENDENTC2  |  COMICS FRIDAY, 02.17.2012  |  THE LEDGER INDEPENDENT


