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NEW ORLEANS — Ken-
tucky’s year-long national
championship quest is
over.
Not only did the Wild-

cats win 38 games, go un-
beaten in Southeastern
Conference in the regular
season and lose just twice
all season — a buzzer-
beater at Indiana that led
to fans storming the court
and a rare final four-
minute scoring collapse
against Vanderbilt in the
SEC tournament — but
thanks to a 67-59 victory
over Kansas in the Na-
tional championship
game, they finished what
every player on the roster
had been working on since
last April.
Sophomores Doron

Lamb and Terrence Jones
turned down chances to go
to the NBA a year ago to be
part of a national champi-
onship team, and they
loved giving coach John
Calipari his first title.
“Coach is coach and

helped so many people
and has changed so many
lives,” Jones said. “He is a
good coach and a good
person. If we lose, he tries
to take all the blame. If we
win, he gives us all the
credit. That’s why he de-
served this more than any-
body and I am so glad I
came back to be part of
giving it to him.”
Lamb said players

openly talked all summer
about winning the champi-
onship, one reason pres-
sure did not bother the
team all season. 
“Before the season

started, everybody ex-
pected us to win every
game, and we wanted to
really do this,” Lamb said.
“We had to deal with pres-
sure and expectations all
season. We didn’t brush
that off because we wanted
to win the whole thing.”
Freshmen Marquis

Teague, Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist, Anthony Davis

and Kyle Wiltjer all started
talking about winning a
national title — and going
undefeated — when they
were playing in high
school all-star games after
their senior seasons
ended. 
“It was a great year for

us. We have seven starters
who all decided from day
one to be unselfish and
take this thing as far as we
could. We’ve had a lot of
fun,” Teague said. “Coach
Cal told us whether we
won or lost the national
title we had a great year,
but we wanted a champi-
onship.
“We are all unselfish and

we trust each other. We
know if we gave somebody
the ball in position to make
a play, they would make a
play. But the biggest thing
is we just trusted each
other and knew we could
do this.”
It looked like winning

Kentucky’s eighth national
championship might be a
lot easier than it ended up
Monday night.
Kentucky was magnifi-

cent in the first half and
built a 39-21 lead with 2
minutes, 52 seconds left.
However, not only did
Kansas cut the margin to
41-27 at halftime, but na-
tional player of the year
Anthony Davis got his sec-
ond foul. Still, with the
Wildcats leading 59-44
with only 5:13 to play, it
looked like Calipari’s team
could coast to the title.
Wrong. Kansas trimmed

the lead to 62-57 with 1:37
left, and every Kentucky
fan in the Superdome —
plus everyone watching on
television — had to be tak-
ing a big gulp and worrying
that this team might left its
legacy slip away.
“We never doubted,”

guard Darius Miller said.
“We knew we would be
fine.”
And they were. Jones

hustled to save a turnover

that Davis converted into a
free throw. Kidd-Gilchrist
blocked Tyshawn Taylor’s
reverse layup and Teague
made two free throws for a
65-57 lead with 53.9 sec-
onds left, and the party
was ready to start.
When the final horn fi-

nally sounded, there was
Jones hugging Kidd-
Gilchrist. Davis gave assis-
tant coach Kenny Payne a
huge bear hug. Calipari
hugged anyone who would
let him.
“I am happy for our

players and I am happy for
our fans. This is a great
thing for our school and
our state,” Calipari said.
As he has all season,

Calipari gave the players
all the credit. He con-
stantly insisted during the
NCAA tournament that it
was about them, not him
winning his first national
title. That didn’t change
after this game.
“Coach was happy, but

he said it was the players
who won the title, not
him,” forward Eloy Vargas
said. “He was not that dif-
ferent than any other game
really.”
Calipari joked he was

ready to go “back to the
hotel and go to bed” —
something that certainly
wasn’t going to happen
with family, friends and
UK fans waiting at the
hotel and a massive Rupp
Arena celebration planned
when the team arrives
back home today to deliver
the championship trophy
that UK fans live to have.
This game was a perfect

example of why Calipari’s
team was so hard to beat.
Kentucky was just 7 for

26 from the field the sec-
ond half. Davis was just 1
for 10 from the field in the

game and didn’t score the
first half. But it didn’t mat-
ter. Not on this team of un-
selfish players who prided
themselves on always find-
ing a way to win.
Lamb was spectacular,

going over the 1,000-point
mark in his career by pour-
ing in 22 points on 7-of-12
shooting. When Kentucky
needed a key second-half
shot, he hit it. Teague was
only 5 for 14 from the field
but had 14 points and
three assists. 
Jones had just nine

points and seven re-
bounds, but he played as
hard and with as much ef-
fort for 29 minutes as he
has at any time in his ca-
reer. He blocked two shots,
got a steal and helped ha-
rass Kansas star Thomas
Robinson into going 6 for
17 from the field.
Then there was Davis.

How many players can
change a game without
scoring? Not many. But
Davis did with 16 re-
bounds, five assists, six
blocks and three steals. He
intimidated the Jayhawks
— one big reason Kansas
shot just 35.5 percent from
the field.
Davis insisted after the

game he would not make a
decision about his future
until sitting down with
Calipari and his parents
later this month. But he’s
gone to the NBA, where he
will be the No. 1 pick after
a season in which he led
UK in scoring, rebounding,
blocked shots and steals.
He did it all, and never
cared about anything but
winning.
“It doesn’t matter if I

don’t score. If we win,
that’s all that counts,”
Davis said.
“We tried to take it to

’em. We tried to force help.
The second half, shots he
blocked, the majority went
out of bounds, which is
OK,” Kansas coach Bill Self
said. “He is an unbeliev-

able factor on both ends,
but certainly defensively
he's got timing, his first
jump is unbelievable, and
he's a very smart defender
as well.”
He’s also a great team-

mate, and that was a major
reason this team was so
unselfish and cared so
much about each other.
Kidd-Gilchrist was the
same way. So was Miller.
Actually, they were all that
way.
That’s why they were

giddy on the podium while
receiving the national
championship trophy, but
a lot happier when they
got to go up into the
stands to see family mem-
bers.
Jones didn’t want to let

go of the trophy he came
back to Kentucky to win,
but he gladly gave it up to
go hug his mother, aunt
and grandmother. “I
couldn’t wait to get up
there to see them,” he said.
“They mean everything to
me.”
Kidd-Gilchrist’s mother,

Cynthia Richardson, was
on the court after the
game taking pictures and
smiling as she watched her
son on the podium.
“This is what we came

to Kentucky for. We really
believed this could hap-
pen, and it did. I am so
proud of him,” Richardson
said.
Calipari didn’t show a

lot of emotion, but he did-
n’t hide his feelings for this
team that had been ranked
No. 1 most of the season
yet had heard time after
time that a team built on
one-and-done players that
depended on freshmen
couldn’t win a title. Maybe
that had been true, but the
Wildcats busted that myth
for good with his win.
“Listen, this team de-

serves all the accolades
that they've been getting.
And what I wanted them
to show today is that we

were not just a talented
team, we were a defensive
team, and we were a team
that shared the ball,” Cali-
pari said. “I wanted every-
body to see it because it
became, ‘They're more tal-
ented than everybody.’ 
“We were the best team

this season. We were the
best team. The most effi-
cient team. We shared the
ball. I've wanted that. I
told them I wanted this to
be one for the ages. Go out
there and show everyone
what kind of team you are,
even though we were
young. It doesn't matter
how young you are, it's
how you play together.”
And this season, no one

played together better
than Kentucky.

AP Photo/David J. Phillip

Doron Lamb, left, Terrence Jones, center and Marquis Teague celebrate after Kentucky defeated Kansas 67-59 in the national championship game Monday. Lamb and Jones returned after helping the Wildcats reach the
Final Four last season, and Teague was one of four freshmen who helped them achieve this title.
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