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MICHAEL MILLER, KSD, BASKETBALL, SOCCER.

MICHAEL MILLER

133236

He has a 4.0 grade-point average and is on the school’s Honor Roll. He is president of the Student Body Government and the 
Senior Class. He’s also captain of the basketball team. He attended the Youth Leadership Camp in Oregon last summer to gain 
world knowledge/experience and develop leadership/people skills. Since the school year began, he has worked at the Colonel 
Grille (concession stand) during sporting events and other events at the KSD gym because the senior class is responsible for the 
Colonel Grille and some of the profi ts go to the senior class.

NEW YORK — NFL Com-
missioner Roger Goodell says
he won’t stand in the way if
the New Orleans Saints ask
Bill Parcells to take over as in-
terim coach for suspended
Sean Payton.
“That’s their decision.

They need to make those de-
cisions and we’ll move for-
ward,” Goodell said Monday
at the opening of an NFL
pop-up store featuring new
team apparel. “Bill’s a great
coach, and I’m sure (he) will
add a lot of personality and
intrigue. And he’s as compet-
itive as they get so I’m sure
he’ll do a good job.”
Before the Saints pick

someone to run the team this
year, though, Goodell still has
to rule on Payton’s appeal of
his season-long suspension,
along with the appeals of
shorter suspensions to assis-
tant coach Joe Vitt and gen-
eral manager Mickey Loomis
and penalties handed down
to the team.
Goodell expects to hear

the appeals this week, and
hopes to making a ruling
shortly thereafter.
“Part of it depends exactly

when the appeal is going to
be, and second of all what in-
formation comes up in the
appeal,” said Goodell, who
has met with Payton twice
before the appeal was filed.
Meanwhile, league offi-

cials were meeting with NFL
Players’ Association repre-
sentatives Monday about
penalties involving players
who took part in the bounty
program.
The union has asked the

NFL to provide it with all the
information from the league’s
investigation that revealed 22
to 27 defensive players were
part of the Saints’ pay-for-
pain bounty pool. The pool
awarded thousands of dollars
in cash bonuses from 2009-
11 for vicious hits that
knocked targeted opponents
out of games.
One example, according to

the league: Linebacker
Jonathan Vilma offered
$10,000 to any New Orleans
player who sidelined Min-
nesota Vikings quarterback
Brett Favre during the 2010
NFC championship game.
“Our team will meet with

the NFL today, ask hard ques-
tions and will expect to see all
documents and direct evi-
dence of a pay-to-injure
scheme,” DeMaurice Smith,
executive director of the NFL
Players Association, told the
website Pro Player Insiders on
Monday. “That is what a fair
process dictates. I will get a
full briefing by our team and
after that the next step will be
to consult with players about
what was learned. Only then
will we confer with the NFL. “
Goodell said the league

has given the NFLPA two
confidential reports on the
investigation.
“I think we all need to

move forward,” he said.
“We’ve been open about
what we’ve been able to find.
We released it publicly.”
The commissioner said

he’s hopeful the NFLPA will
have a recommendation
soon after meeting with
league officials.
The results of the appeal

could well affect whether
Parcells comes out of retire-
ment to take over as interim
coach while his former offen-
sive assistant and protege is
suspended.
Parcells has said he would

consider coaching the Saints
if asked. Payton and Loomis
played golf with the former
NFL coach last week to talk to
him about the team’s
predicament.
Parcells, who turns 71 in

August, led the New York Gi-
ants to two Super Bowl titles,
and also coached the New
England Patriots, New York
Jets and Dallas Cowboys.
There has been criticism of

Goodell for allowing Payton
to participate in picking his
successor, but the commis-
sioner says the decision rests
with Saints owner Tom Ben-
son.
“These are management

decisions that Tom Benson
will have to sign off on,”
Goodell said. “He will get rec-
ommendations, I’m sure
from Sean and Mickey and
others, and make his deter-
mination. If it ends up being
Parcells, then they’ve gone
through the full process.”
On Sunday, the NFLPA

told players involved in the
bounty case that there’s a
chance they could face crim-
inal charges and it hired out-
side counsel to represent
them if needed.
Asked about possible

criminal charges, Goodell
said, “Those aren’t my deci-
sions.”
“To me, we’re going to do

what’s right,” he said. “We’re
going to make sure our rules
are enforced. And when
they’re violated we’ll take the
appropriate discipline.”
On March 21, Goodell sus-

pended Payton for all of the
upcoming season, Loomis
for eight games, Vitt for six
games, and former defensive
coordinator Gregg Williams
indefinitely, a penalty that
will last at least one season.
Goodell also fined the Saints
$500,000 and took away sec-
ond-round draft picks in 2012
and 2013.
Williams, who left the

Saints after last season to join
the St. Louis Rams, ran the
bounty program.
It’s still unclear whether

the appeals will change any-
thing, but Goodell said Mon-
day he’s open to new
evidence. 

RICHARD ROSENBLATT

AP Sports Writer

Goodell OK with 
Parcells to Saints
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Nick Watney putting on the 13th green during his practice round for the 2009 Masters in Augusta, Ga. Augusta National has lost its color. Due to
an unusually warm spring, the azaleas and dogwoods already have bloomed. The Masters has gone green.
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By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

AUGUSTA, Ga. — Some-
thing is missing from the
Masters this year, a tradi-
tion that ranks right up
there with Amen Corner,
endless roars on Sunday
afternoon and the winner’s
green jacket.
Color.
Red, pink and white

azaleas that typically are
ablaze for the opening
round, have lost their
bloom or were wilting fast.
The beautiful contrast of
white against the lush
course comes from sand in
the bunkers, not dog-
woods.
Spring arrived early in

many parts of the country
this year, and not even Au-
gusta National was im-
mune.
“I saw them, but it was

last week,” defending
champion Charl
Schwartzel said, referring
to the signature shrubs. “I
was here a week ago last
Thursday, and they were
beautiful. But the first
thing I thought was,
‘They’re all going to be
gone.’ I thought Augusta
would be able to do some-
thing — get the fans on
them or something. It’s
weird”
Indeed, the Masters has

gone green.
The 13th hole has an es-

timated 1,600 azalea
bushes — that’s why it’s
called “Azalea” — yet there
are only a dozen or so
bushes behind the green
that still have blooms. Fans
on the course Monday for a
practice round posed for
pictures in front of one
azalea bush whose pink
flowers rested on a bed of
pine needles.
Not to worry, golf fans.

The tournament will man-
age to go on. The course is
still as beautiful as ever,
with sunlight filtering
through the Georgia pines
and not a blade of grass out

of place. But it’s not the
same. It’s like an actor
without makeup. Wrigley
Field without ivy. Ian Poul-
ter dressed in white.
“You’re kidding. No

flowers?” said Poulter, who
arrived Monday dressed
head to toe in white. “I
can’t believe that.”
It’s not the first time this

has happened, and if noth-
ing else, it should put the
rumors to rest that Augusta
National packs ice on the
azaleas to keep them from
blooming until Masters
week.
Those aren’t the only ru-

mors.
“I always heard they had

hot and cold water running
through the pipes to con-
trol when it blooms,”
Jonathan Byrd said.
Byrd added his own

piece of color — a pink rib-
bon on his cap with the let-
ter “K’’ to celebrate the
birth of his daughter, Kate,
on Friday. He showed up at
the Masters expecting to be
asked about his chipping
and putting, not jasmine
and camellia.
But he understands the

significance of flowers at
Augusta National, built on
the home of a former nurs-
ery.
“It’s what everyone

thinks about,” he said.
Joanne Taylor was sitting

along the ropes on the 13th
hole, her toenails painted
“Masters green” for the oc-
casion. She drove down for
the Monday practice round
from Dahlonega in the
northern part of the state,
where the blooms have
come and gone.
“I’ve always heard they

keep the azaleas in potted
plants in a greenhouse,
then brought them out for
the Masters,” she said. Ah,
another rumor proved un-
true.
The golf won’t suffer.

Players have raved about
the conditioning at the
Masters, and the excite-
ment level is higher than
usual for the first major of
the year. Tiger Woods, who
played nine holes early
Monday with Mark
O’Meara, comes into the
Masters as the favorite
after winning at Bay Hill
two weeks ago.

Luke Donald and Rory
McIlroy both won in the
last month, trading spots at
No. 1 in the world. Hunter
Mahan has won twice.
Schwartzel is trying to join
Woods, Nick Faldo and
Jack Nicklaus as the only
repeat winners at Augusta.
And come Thursday, all

the eyeballs will be on a lit-
tle white golf ball, not the
bloom on a dogwood.
But it’s different,

nonetheless.
“Everybody would love

to see the flowers, and we’d
love to have them here,”
said Lance Barrow, the co-
ordinating producer of CBS
Sports, which is televising
the Masters for the 57th
year. “But we have no con-
trol over Mother Nature.”
The timing could not

have been worse for Jen-
nifer Markman of Atlanta.
She has been coming to the
Masters for the last 17
years with a tournament
badge, which is good for
admission Thursday
through Sunday. But she
had never been to Augusta
during the practice rounds,
the only days when patrons
can take pictures.
Standing to the right of

the 10th green, she held
her camera steady for
nearly 30 seconds before
she took a picture. There
were no golfers in sight.
There were no flowers to
be found. She was waiting
for just the right moment,
when a puff of wind blew
the flag upright so she
could capture its long
shadow across the green.
She was pleased with the

image, though it’s not what
she wanted.
“I’m upset all the azaleas

are gone,” she said. “This is
my 18th year coming to the
tournament, and I’ve never
been able to bring my cam-
era. This is my first year
taking pictures.”
She paused to stick out

her lower lip, adding, “And
somebody took all my azal-
eas away.”

The bloom is off Augusta
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Bo Van Pelt chips out of a bunker on the second green during a practice
round Monday.

Tuesday, April 3
HIGH SCHOOL

Baseball
Danville vs. Bell County at Gatlin-

burg, Tenn., 2:30 p.m.
Casey County at Cumberland County,

6 p.m.
Collins at Mercer County, 6 p.m.
Eagle Classic at Madison Southern:

Lincoln County

Girls Tennis
Casey County at Monticello, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, April 4
HIGH SCHOOL

Baseball
Grayson County vs. Danville at

Gatlinburg, Tenn., 10 a.m.
Garrard County at Harrison County,

5:30 p.m.
Eagle Classic at Madison Southern:

Lincoln County
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