
CASA at Woodlawn has
an urgent need for more
volunteers who want to
positively impact the lives
of abused and neglected
children by serving as court
appointed advocates.      

The organization is host-
ing volunteer advocate
training, which consists of
court observation, a few in-
class sessions and some
brief homework.

Training for April’s ses-
sion will begin 6 p.m. April
10 at the CASA at Wood-
lawn Office. If you need di-
rections or additional
information, contact Jes-
sica R. Johnson at CASA at
Woodlawn. 

In 2007, CASA at Wood-
lawn provided volunteer
advocates for fewer than 5
percent of cases involving
allegedly abused or neg-
lected children. That num-

ber grew to approximately
40 percent of cases by 2011.

CASA at Woodlawn’s vol-
unteers spoke for more
than 140 children in 2011,
but more than 200 more
children were waiting for
an advocate volunteer.

CASA at Woodlawn vol-
unteers are appointed by
family court Judge Bruce
Petrie. They speak for the
best interests of children in
Boyle and Mercer counties
who are brought before the
court for reasons of abuse,
neglect, or dependency.

“(CASA at Woodlawn)
just organizes good people
and gives them a way to
care for others in need,” a
current CASA volunteer
said. “Watching my CASA
kid grow up is the most re-

warding thing. I look for-
ward to seeing what he
does with his life.”

CASA volunteers serve
as friends of the court,
working alongside attor-
neys and social workers. By
handling only one or two
cases at a time, the CASA
thoroughly explores the
history of each assigned
case.

The volunteer talks with
children, parents, family
members, neighbors,
school officials, doctors
and others who might have
facts about the case. The
volunteer reviews all court
facts and documents per-
taining to the case.

Volunteers submit for-
mal reports to Judge Petrie
at every scheduled hearing.

CASA volunteers monitor
their cases as they progress
to assure the judicial and
child welfare systems are
moving ahead to secure a
safe, permanent home for
the child, and that court-or-
dered services are provided
to the child and family.

“Helping abused and
neglected children have a
good future and seeing just
one child take a turn for the
better is what I find to be
most rewarding as a CASA
volunteer,” advocate Eric
Mount said.

CASA at Woodlawn has
served Boyle and Mercer
counties for 6 years and has
grown to 63 fully-trained

volunteers who help close
cases every year.

Closing a case means a
child has been successfully
reunified with family mem-
bers or has been placed in
a safe, secure and perma-

nent adoptive home, not
languishing in long-term
foster care or treatment fa-
cility.

CASA at Woodlawn is a
Heart of Kentucky United
Way partner.
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CASA seeking volunteers to help abused, neglected children

By JOANNA KING

jking@amnews.com

If we look at humanity as a
garden, abuse suffered by
children is easy to spot.

Some precious flowers
whither on the vine, unable
to grow in a toxic environ-
ment, while others are
crushed under a savage boot
heel or denied sunshine and
sustenance.

Not having the chance to
grow big and strong, to blos-
som and bloom to full poten-
tial, is a crime against nature.

Some committed “garden-
ers”  from agencies and enti-
ties concerned with the
growth and development of
area children gathered
ursday for a proclamation
ceremony to kick off the Blue
Ribbons for Kids campaign,
declaring April Child Abuse
Awareness Month in
Danville and Boyle County.

Judge-Executive Harold
W. McKinney stood before
the crowd of dozens and
pledged his personal as well
as the county’s support for a
proclamation just read by
Mayor Bernie Hunstad. 

e Child Abuse Preven-
tion and Treatment Act of
1974 opened previously
closed doors on the need to
protect some children from
the very ones they love the
most.

From this legislation
sprung e Children's Bu-
reau, one of two bureaus
within the Administration on
Children, Youth and Fami-
lies, Administration for Chil-
dren and Families, of the
Department of Health and
Human Services.

On the state level, Prevent
Child Abuse Kentucky acts to
educate and raise awareness
by partnering with commu-
nities and works with, among
others, Families First Family
Resource Center as a partner
to bring local agencies,
schools, care providers and
concerned families together
with a shared vision and pur-
pose — providing good con-
ditions for growing bright
flowers.

In Kentucky last year,
63,678 children were re-
ported as victims of child
abuse and neglect with 116
“cases” (may be more than
one child per case) con-

firmed in Boyle County.
Amy Dye, a 9-year-old

Todd County girl, was beaten
to death last year by her
adoptive brother. Child wel-
fare workers first denied hav-
ing any records in the case at
all but — court-orders served
and records searched — it
was revealed workers had re-
peatedly ignored school re-
ports that the girl was being
abused.

Bruce Petrie, Family Court
judge serving Boyle and Mer-
cer counties, said one posi-
tive thing that has come out
of that tragedy is what he ex-
perienced when he spoke at
the Kentucky Youth Summit
this year.

“I was heartened by just
how many people attended,”
he said.

HB 200, a bill that some
believe was rushed and oth-
ers think will restrict trans-
parency and oversight into
social service agencies even
more, passed Wednesday.

e new law creates pan-
els in each county “to re-
quire data or information
concerning reports and in-
vestigations concerning a
child fatality or near fatality
be made available to the
public; establish parameters
for the release of informa-
tion; require the cabinet to
promulgate administrative
regulations to carry out the
provisions related to the re-
lease of public information.”

Petrie worked as an attor-
ney ad litem — a lawyer ap-
pointed by the court to
represent a child — for 10
years, he said, and this had
served as the foundation for
his judgeship in Family
Court.

“Courts once were all
about ‘parents rights’ or were

parent centered,” he said.
“Now, we are kid centered.”

He explained the real
danger in open records as
what he calls a “chilling ef-
fect.”

Even if existing laws pro-
tecting the identities of vic-
tims of sexual assault are
honored, Petrie said it
wouldn’t take much to figure
out the 13-year-old boy in a
case if a man from the family
was arrested and charged
with molesting a 13-year-old
boy.

“My stand has, I guess you
could say ‘evolved’ over time
with this issue, and my con-
cern is probably informed by
my ad litem experience,” he
said. “e real tension has to
do with a child’s willingness
to come forward if the case
will be open to the public.
Nothing is open to more
scrutiny than what we do
from the bench, so I don’t
have a problem doing my
business in public. It’s just
that Danville is such a small
town that if I know who is
charged with a crime, I can
figure out who the victim is.
I have to ask myself if any-
thing is worth the chilling ef-
fect.”

Petrie said the courts once
focused exclusively on the
immediate safety of a child
without considering the un-
intentional harm the system
did to children where family
relations were severed. After
what became known as Re-
active Detachment Disorder
began to present itself in fos-
ter kids, a new model was
advanced beginning in 1998
that focused instead on “per-
manency.”

e best-case scenario is
to return the child to its own
home. Child welfare workers

and the courts have a year to
get this done. With waiting
lists of up to six months for
substance-abuse programs,
a parent may not be ready in
time — if ever. Adoption by a
family member (to avoid fu-
ture custody conflicts) then
is the next, best case, fol-
lowed by an adoption into a
stable home.

“Sometimes, the decision
I make is so hard for a child,
literally the birth pangs to a
new, stable life. It’s the hard-
est thing we do,” he said.
“Childhood is not very long.”

Fortunately, in at least
some cases, Judge Petrie has
an ally in the fight to save a
childhood and a child.

In 2011, Court Appointed
Special Advocates at Wood-
lawn served more than 140
children in abuse, neglect
and dependency cases in
Boyle and Mercer counties.

When a child is removed
from a home because of neg-
lect or abuse, a large number
of people can become in-
volved in that child’s life, in-
cluding law enforcement,
social workers, doctors,
lawyers and judges. In many

cases, each person may have
a small window into the
child’s life, but not a com-
plete picture.

e CASA worker is a vol-
unteer specially trained to
collect all of the information,
reports and recommenda-
tions for a child (or some-
times children of the same
family) and then distill what
they learn in order to advo-
cate for the child.

With four daughters who
have each found ways to
care for children in their own
way, it seems natural that
Eric and Truly Mount also
work for children in need as
CASA volunteers.

e couple came to
Danville in 1966 when Eric
began working at Centre
College, where he has
headed up the religion pro-
gram, served as a dean and
taught tennis for 15 years. In
the past two years, the
Mounts have handled three
CASA cases, some with “mir-
acle” outcomes, Truly
Mount said.

“When you talk about us,
don’t say everything we do
as volunteers is a howling

success. It’s not,” Eric Mount
said. “Take a parent who
maybe has some borderline
personality issues or other
mental health issues and
then add drugs and the fact
of being sexually abused as a
child and mix it all up —
what you’ve got is hell. For
the child, we are their advo-
cates. It’s something we can
do.”

Judge Petrie said he
planned to go directly from
ursday night’s event to
watch his 17-year-old play
softball. He has an 8-year-
old son, too.

“How I am about my own
kids is a large part of what I
do,” he said. “I remember
that right before I took the
bench for the first time,
Judge Peckler leaned in and
whispered to me, ‘You may
be in charge, but you are not
in control.’ at is true as a
parent and as a judge.”

e tall tree at the court-
house will wear blue bows
for the month of April to re-
mind everyone in the area to
roll up their sleeves and get
to work. ere is much to be
done.

Agencies launch child
welfare awareness
campaign in April
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Judge-Executive Harold W. McKinney stood before the crowd of dozens and pledged his personal as
well as the county’s support for a proclamation just read by Mayor Hunstad declaring April Child Abuse Aware-
ness Month. At left, Truly and Eric Mount serve as court-appointed special advocates, speaking for the interests
of abused and neglected children. Below, Danville School’s Anna Houston, director of Families First, had in-
formation available Thursday in front of the courthouse.


