
Effective July 1, Whitley County Middle 
School Principal Paula Rickett is getting a 
promotion.

She will assume the responsibilities of 
District Assessment Coordinator/ Title I 
Director for Whitley County Schools. She 
replaces Doug Bennett, who was recently 
named Laurel County Superintendent.

“Ms. Rickett is an exceptional leader. 
She has effectively supervised both novice 
and experienced teachers and has promoted 
teacher collaboration and reflection relat-
ing to best instructional practices,” Whitley 
County Superintendent Scott Paul said.

“She has been an active contributor to the 
leadership activities that guide both school 
and district improvement processes. She 
sets a bar for high expectations and a com-
mitment to the success of every child.”

With the departure of Bennett, the Whitley 
County School District Instructional 
Leadership Team will be restructured to bet-
ter meet the requirements of Senate Bill 1 

and the new Kentucky assessment program.
Rickett will serve as the central figure 

in providing the needed leadership to con-
tinue the success the school system has 
seen in the areas of curriculum, instruction
and assessment. Rickett and her team will 
work collaboratively with all ten schools 
to ensure continued delivery of appropriate 
instructional services and curriculum to all 
students.

“I’m extremely honored to be offered this
position. I look forward to working with
the principals and teachers of this district 
to deliver a curriculum that provides each 
and every child of Whitley County with an
education second to none,” Rickett said. “I
realize the process starts with me, with my
support and guidance, and filters down to 
the schools.”

Rickett has served as principal at Whitley
County Middle School since 2010. Before 
that she served as assistant principal for six
years. She is a Whitley County High School
graduate and began her career as a kinder-
garten teacher at Pleasant View Elementary
in 1991.

The first of two Moonbow Nights 
festivals will be held in downtown 
Corbin this Saturday, and the city’s 
Main Street Manager is promising 
something for just about everyone 
at the event.

Live music, a sidewalk sale, door 
prizes, crafts, food ... all in all, a big 
night of celebratory fun is on tap at 
NIBROC Park in Corbin.

“We are just encouraging people 
to come out and have a good time 

and celebrate the moonbow, some-
thing that I think makes our region 
really unique,” said Corbin Main 
Street Manager Andrew Salmons.

The event gets underway at 6:00 
p.m. Two live bands will be playing 
on the main stage in NIBROC Park 
- The Neutrinos, providing a rock-
and-roll flavor, and then bluegrass 
and folk music talent Tidalwave 
Road. Admission to the music will 
be by donation. Anyone who makes 
a donation will be registered to win 
door prizes that will be given away 
periodically through the night.

“You can give a penny or $100, it 
is totally what you feel like doing,” 
Salmons said.

Salmons said he has an impres-
sive array of vendors lined up for 
the first Moonbow Nights, and that 
some local stores and shops are 
planning to stay open late and even 
have some sidewalk sales.

Four-Star Events, out of London, 
will be setting up inflatables for 
children. There will be numerous 
food vendors, including the Whitley 
County Cattlemen’s Association. 
Various crafters will also have their 

wares on display and for sale.
Salmons is hoping to have trans-

portation available to take people to 
Cumberland Falls State Resort Park 
to see the moonbow. Optimal time 
for viewing the moonbow Saturday 
is around 11:30 p.m. The event is 
always popular at the park, and nor-
mally brings scores of tourists and 
locals to see the unique natural phe-
nomena.

Salmons said interest in the event 
has been piqued by recent adver-
tising through radio public service 
announcements and banners. The 

event was also listed in a recent edi-
tion of Kentucky Monthly maga-
zine.

While the Main Street Program 
has helped organize or sponsor sev-
eral Moonbow Nights in the past, 
this is the first time for Salmons at
the helm. “This will be a learning 
experience,” Salmons said. “We are
hoping to make this a good regular
festival that people will look for-
ward to.”

The second and final Moonbow 
Nights of the year is planned for
June 2.
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Hard to forget: The current Whitley County Public Library Bookmobile, which is seen above 
with Library Director Greg Meadors and Bookmobile Librarian Tabitha Meadors, will soon be 
retired. Library officials are asking for the public’s input on how they should decorate the new 
bookmobile, which is currently white.
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Herd urges patience while $1.3 
million sewer project is finished

Whitley Co. Public Library seeks 
public input on new bookmobile

‘Hand to Hand’ program giving 
children their first new books 

The Whitley County Public Library is look-
ing for ideas on how to decorate its new book-
mobile, which is currently plain white on the 
outside and is being equipped with shelving.

“We’ve been thinking about trying to do 
something similar to the current scheme, but 
we also thinking about opening it up to sug-
gestions from the public to see if someone 
has a better idea,” said Whitley County Public 
Library Director Greg Meadors.

Suggestions can be called in to the library 
at 549-0818, or if someone has something 
drawn up they can drop it off at the library. 
Suggestions can also be e-mailed to whitley-
lib@gmail.com.

Meadors said that in terms of size, the new 
bookmobile will be a bit smaller than the 
existing bookmobile and will have slightly 
less shelf space. The shelves inside will be 
adjustable which will offset some of the lost 

shelf space.
The plus side of the smaller bookmobile is 

that it will be able to go places that the old 
bookmobile can’t go, and it will be much 
more fuel-efficient, he added.

The current bookmobile gets gas mileage in 
the single digits, while the new vehicle sup-
posedly gets at least twice that many miles 
per gallon. The current bookmobile usually 
holds over 2,000 books while the newer one 
will hold a few hundred less.

The new bookmobile features a door on 
the side, and one interesting feature will be a 
powered step that automatically comes down 
when the door opens.

Bookmobile Librarian Tabitha Meadors 
noted this will be a big plus during stops at 
nursing homes and daycare centers.

Much of the bookmobile route involves 
rural areas along county roads, which has led 
to some interesting adventures.

See LIBRARY, page A-5

Inmate smuggles lighter, 
tobacco inside his rear

A Rockholds man alleg-
edly used his anal cavity to 
smuggle a lighter into the 
Whitley County Detention 
Center.

Michael Henry Canady, 
32, pleaded not guilty 
Monday morning to charges 
of first and second-degree 
promoting contraband.

District Judge Fred White 

scheduled a May 7 prelimi-
nary hearing in the case and 
set a $10,000 cash bond in 
the case.

Canady was booked into 
the jail Thursday afternoon 
for contempt of court.

About 11 a.m. Friday, 
he was taken out of the 
detox cell after jail officials 
received a call that he was 
possibly carrying drugs 
up his anal cavity, Deputy 
Jailer Jerry Privett wrote on 

an arrest citation.
“Subject was searched

and he turned over an item
that he admitted he carried 
into the jail up his anal cav-
ity. Inmate also had a light-
er,” Privett wrote. Whitley 
County Jailer Ken Mobley
said Canady had both a 
lighter and a “big” tube of 
tobacco inside him. Deputy 
Jailers Marvin Hammons
and Dannie Wagner assisted
with the investigation.

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com

■ By Mark White
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Thanks to a  program 
implemented last year by 
the Whitley County Public 
Library, several Whitley 
County children are now get-
ting their first book for free 
and it’s something that they 
can keep.

Bookmobile Librarian 
Tabitha Meadors calls the 
program “Hand to Hand.”

“They get to keep them 
on their bookshelf or wher-
ever they keep their books 
at home,” she noted. “It is 
about getting them loving to 
read. The kids seem to love 
it. Even the grown-ups, who 
have grandchildren, love it.”

See BOOKS, page A-5
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First of two festivals will feature live music, sidewalk sale, door prizes

Bookmobile Librarian Tabitha Meadors holds up some of the 
books that she is giving to local children, which they can keep,  
as part of the library’s new “Hand to Hand” program.

The head of Corbin’s City Utilities 
Commission is encouraging patience on the 
part of citizens while a massive $1.3 million 
sewer rehabilitation project is completed, 
promising roads torn up during the effort 
will be fixed soon. CUC General Manager 
Ron Herd said recently he has heard com-
plaints about the shape of Corbin’s roads 
caused by sewer line point repairs.

“We are going to fix things. I plan on 
doing it right,” Herd said. “I know people 
are a little aggravated by the streets being 
torn up, but we are really hoping this work 
that’s being done will help with some of the 
overflows we are having where groundwater 
gets in the lines.”

Herd said the state’s blacktop plants don’t 
normally open until late April or early May, 
depending on the temperature. Once they 
do, CUC will work with road repair crews 
to make sure the streets are paved, in some 

cases even better than they were before.
Herd pointed out Eighth Street, for 

instance, literally crumbled when digging 
started to replace sections of line there.

“I think we will actually be fixing that 
street for the people that live there,” Herd
said. “It was in pretty bad shape.”

CUC’s three member Board of Directors
approved the project last year. It consists of
point repairs, digging and replaces stretches
of line, and lining large expanses of old 
sewer line with a special epoxy-resin sock 
that cures to make a super hard pipe.

Herd said CUC has met with state 
Division of Water inspectors numerous 
times about overflowing manholes in the 
city, particularly along Master Street. He
said the utility company reports every inci-
dent of overflow and has mitigated the prob-
lem somewhat with past sewer rehab work.
A definitive fix to the problem, though, has
been elusive.

See SEWER, page A-6
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