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Social Security reform reaches into right pockets

ST
By '
WILLIAM E.
MATTHEWS

Editor and
Publish

While nearly everyone will be affected
adversely by the recommendations put
forward, by a 12-- 3 vote, by President
Reagan's Social Security reform
commission, the system's rush toward
bankruptcy has been stopped. With
passage of the plan, today's younger
generations can be reassured that the
cupboard won't be bare when their own
retirement occurs.

Accelerating payroll taxes, deferring
benefits, taxing benefits for the well-to-d- o,

bringing new federal government
employees into the system beginning in
1984, and prohibiting county and state
governments from establishing their
own systems are all politically unpopular
in the circles or groups affected. The
commission, however, cannot be
charged with unfairness, inasmuch as
existing and potential retirees will share
more or less equally in shoring up the
system.

With persons retiring presently
expected to get back everything they

First six months in business
have been tough challenge
!,'

i

By
CAROL
BRANDON
TIMMONS

Managing
Editor

Last week we realized that today is the
th anniversary of The Voice

Newspapers Inc. On Monday, July 19,
the purchase of these newspapers from
Scripps-Howar- d Press Co. was
completed.

We've struggled; we've worked long
hours; we've continued to produce five
newspapers every week.

We've got reason to be proud.
Just a few weeks ago we recognized

the 75th anniversary of The Jeffersonian
the eldest of our publications. While

our six months in business is only a
shred of time in comparison to The
Jeffersonian's heritage, recognizing
from whence The Voice Newspapers
came is a story of challenge itself.

It's a challenge we've taken on and so
far endured.

I doubt anyone would argue that the
current economic environment is not
exactly the ideal moment in history to
establish and pursue a new business. But
we are.

And anyone on the
newspaper business in general must
realize that the forecast for the future
has been clouded with talk of newsprint
and ink becoming a dinosaur amongst
trendier electronic media. But we are
here and we intend to stay.

Compound those factors with the
negatives that The Voice Newspapers
Inc. inherited from former owners, and
it's obvious that we had a business
disaster to cope with that was the
magnitude of a speeding freight train
going downhill. But we are doing it.

And every week when I see those
stacks of newspapers that hours earlier

contributed in three years or less, one
wonders just how ridiculously generous
Social Security has been rendered, by
successive Congresses that spent and
spent as if there were no tomorrow.

Well, tomorrow is today, and a
system that's original purpose has
become grossly distorted since its
founding in 193S, is about to regain its
once firm footing. That is, of course, if
Congress has the stomach to resist all of
the high-power- lobbyists for retirees,
federal workers and other special
interest organizations that will
subordinate the national interest to that
of their own groups.

As for President Reagan, back firmly
in the saddle, he was correct to insist
that the commission, rather than
himself, forge the plan that eventually
carried the day. Only a effort
could have succeeded in grounding w hat
could have become a "political
football."

The "malaise," to recall one of
former president Jimmy Carter's more
memorable words, that has gripped the
University of Kentucky's basketball
teams the past several Januarys has been
ascribed to several causes: (1) poor
coaching, (2) physical tiredness, (3)
parity among SEC teams, and (4) in
guard Jim Masters' own terminology, a
"mental letdown."

a
rolled off the press, I marvel at what is,
in fact, a bit of a miracle. We are
surviving.

However, I cannot be so
as to claim our survival solely

on the dedication and perseverance of
The Voice Newspapers Inc. employees,
though their loyalty and efforts deserve
praise.

What we found most astounding,
after the newspapers had been given
away on a voluntary pay system for
more than a decade, was the over-
whelming number of readers who were
more than willing to send in their money
for one-- , two- - and three-yea- r

subscriptions.
And that show of support was a life-savin- g

boost to these newspapers and the
people who work here, not only in
regard to the financial sustenance, but it

was an infusion, too, to our spirits
seeing the acceptance and recogniiion of
the fruit of our labors.

We must also express our gratitude to
the many advertisers who have
recognized - the benefits of this
advertising medium. To their credit, our
advertisers are managing to keep alive
an alternative print advertising vehicle in
Jefferson County.

In perfect timing with our
anniversary, we have more to celebrate.
Last week we were notified thai our
second-clas- s mail permit for The Voice
was approved by the Postmaster General
in Washington, D. C. And we expect
similar verification for our other
publications in the coming days.

Thus we move onward. And while we
are patting ourselves on our backs in
recognition of a mere six monihs in
business, we also know that even greater
challenges are before us.

The last half of a year has not been
easy, and nor will the six months coming
be. But with the continued support from
our communities, we remain steadfast in
our resolve to publish The Voice, The
Jeffersonian, The Mirror, The Highland
Herald and The Southwest News for
you, our readers.

A good case can be made for any of
the above, but it would appear that two
other reasons could be cited: (I)
excessive anticipation on the part of the
fans, and (2) road games.

To elaborate, we have never been able
to understand the fanaticism that
accompanies UK basketball. This
fanaticism is particularly acute among
those who never even attended the
university.

This fanaticism, born in an Adolph
Rupp-dominat- era in which Kentucky
unashamedly beat up on conference
schools and was frequently the class of
the nation, still commands the coach
whether it be Joe Hall or anyone else for
that matter to win every game at a
time when many other schools have just
as many solid players as UK.

It is the fans and the media who have
turned ordinary 18- - and 19-ye- ar old
college boys into god-lik- e idols, as if
they didn't put on their pants the same
way as their counterparts attending
Alabama, Tennessee and Auburn.

This excessiveness on the part of the
fans breeds an anticipation that cannot
be fulfilled.

Scouts wear 'Brownie smiles'
despite numbing cold, snow

By
JEAN
FILIATREAU

Voice Editor

Let's face it Girl Scouts do not
have an easy time of it.

When it's freezing cold outside, the
wind is blowing so briskly that it almost
knocks small children over, and snow is
coming down so hard that as it hits you
in the face, you have to close your eyes

who would be outside, playing with
balloons?

Only a Girl Scout.
The above description perfectly

depicts the scene Saturday morning at
E.P. "Tom" Sawyer Park and the
Southwest campus of Jefferson
Community College, as almost 1,400
Girl Scouts Brownies, Junior Scouts,
Cadets and Senior Scouts gathered to
launch the beginning of their annual
cookie sale.

Despite the cold conditions, the scouts
patiently waited in line to get their
balloons, fill out a card about
themselves and the cookie sale and wait
for their fellow scouts to get ready.

Hearing the sounds of little girls in
Brownie dresses singing: "I've got
something in my pocket; it belongs
across my lace; I keep it very close to me
in a most convenient place ..."
brought back many memories for me of
"Brownie smiles."

And as the crowd got so loud that no
one could hear the announcements, I

recognized the sign as the leaders and
girls raised three fingers of the right
hand, to signify (hat silence was needed.

How many people do you know that
get excited about more work? How
many people sing and launch balloons lo
celebrate the time of year when they
have to go out in the cold lo sell cookies?

It's not as easy as it looks to sell
hundreds of boxes of cookies
especially if you don't have a rich
grandmother or thousands of charitable
aunts or a neighbor with a sweet tooth.

I remember gearing myself up for the

As for the university and Coach Hall,
they must share equally the blame for
putting together a schedule which
stresses as much home cooking as
possible, topped off by a couple of
cream puffs in the UKIT.

A team that habitually feasts early
and often on mediocre teams before
frenzied fans frequently falters when the
scenario changes. The mark of a
champion, as IU coach Bobby Knight's
record testifies, is winning on the road.

While the University of Louisville
itself scheduled such schools as Murray,
Kentucky Wesleyan and Athletes in
Action, the Cardinals also lined up road
contests with UCLA, Virginia,
Marquette and Duke.

In lamenting his ability to get his team
psyched up for the grueling SEC race.
Coach Hall sounded like a man ready to
throw in the towel. But the season is still
early, and, given a little more
understanding on the part of the fans
and a little less blustering on the part of
Hall, UK might still get itself squared
away.

But, sorry to tell you UK fans, the
glory days are over forever.

cookie sales. I would put my Brownie
smile on and go up and down my street,
trying to describe the delicious taste of
thin mints and explain what samoas
were to all my neighbors.

I dodged dogs and said thank-yo- u

even when people said less than "no
thank-you.- ".

Girl Scouts work and work and work,
trying to get folks to order their cookies
early.

And then, when the cookies arrive and
it's time to deliver, customers say "Oh,
why didn't I order more?" Then they
look at you like it was your fault.

Selling cookies is no piece of cake, but
the Girl Scouts plunge on. They set high
goals and they meet them. They
somehow manage to sell more than a
million boxes of cookies and get ihem all

to the right customer.
So this year, when the scouts come

knocking at your door buy an extra
box.

If by chance you cannot manage to eat
that extra box of peanut butler Do-si-d-

or Tagalongs or Samoas send
them to me I'll find a way.
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