
As quickly as the tornado dev-
astated Crittenden, the Grant 
County chapter of the American 
Red Cross mobilized to help those 
in need.

Once Diana Morgan, local 
coordinator of the American Red 
Cross, received a call from the 
Kentucky State Police and Grant 
County Emergency Management 
that assistance was needed, she 
immediately contacted the 
Cincinnati office and began setting 
up a shelter at Grant County High 
School.

“People in this area have never 
been through that type of trauma 
before with the tornado and the 
devastation and how quick it 
occurred,” Morgan said. “It was 
amazing. It was like in two seconds 
it was gone. We had one man who 
was in his shower when this hap-
pened. He got out of the shower 
and out of the door and it’s all 
gone.”

Morgan sent out a dispatch call 
to local volunteers in the county 
and seven local volunteers and 
another seven from the Cincinnati 
chapter responded.

Within 60 to 90 minutes, the 
Red Cross was staffed and ready.

Without the office space pro-
vided by the Grant County Fiscal 
Court in the courthouse, Morgan 
said it would have taken several 
hours to prepare the shelter.

“I’m was just overwhelmed 
about how everyone responded so 
quickly,” she said. “We were pre-
pared and ready for the hundred 
people we were expecting. We had 
trailers from Cincinnati Red Cross 
that came down with cots and blan-
kets. They came from Blue Ash, 

Ohio. We had the staff and the 
equipment.”

Three school buses were taken 
to Crittenden to transport anyone 
needing a place to stay to the shel-
ter at the high school.

An estimated 75 to 100 people 
were expected to make their way to 
shelter after houses and apartments 
became inhabitable in northern 
Grant County.

However, Morgan was shocked 
when only 16 people arrived at the 
school.

By the end of the night, only a 
family of four slept on cots at the 
shelter while others found refuge 
with nearby friends and family 
members.

That same family spent the 
night at the shelter again Saturday.

When the shelter was shut down 
the following day, they were then 

put up in a hotel by the Salvation 
Army in Grant County.

Shortly after the storm, dona-
tions quickly poured into the shel-
ter from throughout the communi-
ty.

Wal-Mart in Dry Ridge brought 
meat trays, chips, bread, diapers, 
baby wipes and other items.

Subway, St. Williams Church 
and Edwardo’s were among others 
providing items to the shelter.

“We kept getting calls all night 
of people wanting to donate food 
or clothing,” Morgan said. 
“Unfortunately, the Red Cross does 
not accept food or clothing unless 
it’s pre-packaged. That’s why we 
stressed to people any financial 
help is what we can use more than 
anything right now.”

As the need for shelters have 
died down, the American Red 

Cross has opened several distribu-
tion centers to assist affected resi-
dents with clean-up efforts.

The Grant County service cen-
ter is located at Crittenden Baptist 
Church on Russell Street.

Emergency response vehicles 
from the Red Cross also will be 
traveling throughout affected com-
munities providing clean up kits, 
rakes, shovels and work gloves.

Health service workers are help-
ing replace things like lost medica-
tions, eyeglasses and providing 
outreach and condolence visits. 

Those who would like to make 
a donation to the American Red 
Cross can make checks payable to: 
American Red Cross, P.O. Box 
524, Dry Ridge, KY 41035.

For more information, call the 
Grant County chapter at 859-630-
3460.

SURVIVOR
STORIES:

‘We can count 
our blessings’

Todd Henage is counting his blessings.
“It’s a miracle,” he said, standing on the 

sidewalk on Barley Circle on March 3, the 
day after deadly tornadoes ravaged Indiana, 
Kentucky and Ohio.

Henage owns one of the duplexes in 
Harvesters Subdivision. Half of it was 
destroyed.

He said he watched weather reports on 
Friday and was nervous about what he 
saw.

“I’ve never been scared of a storm, but 
I’ll tell you this one made me antsy and I 
went to the basement.

“We can count our blessings,” he said. 
“I’m thankful no one got hurt and really 
don’t understand how someone didn’t.”

Red Cross opens temporary shelter
By Bryan Marshall
Staff Writer

Zeke Serra, 8, of Crittenden, plays Battleship with American Red Cross volunteer Pat Horton of Crittenden 
at a tornado shelter set up at Grant County High School. Photo by Bryan Marshall

Connie Serra heard a roar and then her Crittenden Court 
apartment started to shake.

“I heard a big noise and then it got dark and that’s when 
I said, ‘let’s get in the bathroom,’” Serra said, Saturday 
morning as she surveyed the damage in her neighbor-
hood.

Serra said her front window blew out and her roof came 
off, allowing water from the upstairs apartment to seep into 
her home.

“This is a mess,” she said. “I feel sad. This is just terri-
ble.”

Serra said she grabbed two television sets from the 
apartment before she left the building and headed to the 
shelter at Grant County High School.

“I wasn’t thinking about clothes,” she said.
Connie’s husband, Bob, was driving home when the 

tornado struck.
All he could think about was his family and whether 

they survived what the National Weather Service classified 
as a F3 tornado.

“I don’t know where we are going to go, but I feel lucky 
I’m still alive and so is my family,” Bob Serra said.

Woman takes
refuge in basement
Linda Jefferson rode out the tornado in 

her basement.
“I heard the sirens and went down right 

way,” she said.
From her basement window, Jefferson 

saw the tornado rip the next door neigh-
bor’s garage door off.

“It was like it was just a toy,” she said.
Jefferson’s home suffered minor dam-

age. She lost a small tree in her front yard 
and shingles from her roof.

Deputy watches
‘ugly sky‘

As a deputy with the Grant County 
Sheriff’s Department, Andy Reeves has 
seen his share of sights, but March 2 he 
saw something he’d never seen before.

Reeves, a resident of Ky. 491 in 
Crittenden, said he saw the funnel cloud 
pass his house.

“The sky was this ugly, weird color,” he 
said. “It turned green. Everything else had 
been cloudy and blue, but you could see 
this coming.”

Reeves said he and his wife went to their 
basement, into their lower level garage, 
inside their truck and waited.

Reeves said he’d been through another 
tornado when he was in fourth grade in 
Burliington.

“The tornado went right in front of our 
school and blew all the windows out,” he 
said.

Family hides
in closet

Kelley Crook was at home with her 
husband and four children when the torna-
do smashed into their neighborhood.

Crook, a nurse who works third shift, 
was sleeping when her youngest child 
awakened her up about 4 p.m.

“My husband looked out and yelled for 
us to go to the basement,

“The wind was whistling and I wasn’t 
sure what was going on,” she said.

The family crowded into a closet under 
a set of stairs.

“It was undescribably loud,” she said. 
“It was scary not knowing what was going 
on.”

The Crook’s home received only minor 
damage.

“We’re blessed,” she said simply.

Truck weathers
storm

Doug Bowling weathered last Friday’s 
storm in his truck.

He was trying to reach his home in 
Harvester’s when the tornado hit.

“It started bashing into my truck,” he 
said.

Bowling said roofs were blowing off all 
around him, but once he traveled about 500 
feet further, it was simply raining.

“I’ve never seen anything like this,” he 
said.

Survivor stories by
Jamie Baker-Nantz

‘I feel lucky’ Connie Serra, who lives on Crittenden Court, examines her neighborhood follow-
ing the tornado on March 2. Photos by Jamie Baker-Nantz

Thayer gets bird’s-eye view of tornado damage

Sen. Damon Thayer, 
R-Georgetown, received a bird’s eye 
view of the damage caused by torna-
does in Grant County and other parts 
of Kentucky.

Once he learned of the damage in 
Crittenden and Piner, Thayer con-
tacted Gov. Steve Beshear’s office.

He subsequently was invited to 
fly in a Kentucky National Guard 
Black Hawk helicopter Saturday as 
the governor assessed storm damage 

across the state.
They first landed in West Liberty 

in Morgan County, which Thayer 
said was without a doubt the hardest 
hit area in the state.

“It was like a bomb had gone off 
there,” he said. “Basically, an entire 
town has been wiped out. It was like 
a surreal scene out of some kind of 
horror movie, but it was real. It 
affected real people and real lives.”

The helicopter also made stops in 
Magoffin County and Piner. Thayer 
was was with the governor in Piner 
when he took a call from President 

Barack Obama.
“I’m no fan of President Obama, 

but it was pretty cool,” Thayer said. 
“It just goes to show us that, in times 
of crisis, we put aside of partisan 
labels and try to work together to 
make sure that people have the 
resources they need to deal with this 
kind of crisis.”

On the way back, the helicopter 
flew over Crittenden and the 
Harvesters Subdivision.

“You could see the damage in 
Harvesters was immense,” Thayer 
said. “There was a lot of roof dam-

age. You could see the tarps were up. 
My hat’s off to Judge (Darrell) Link 
and Mayor (Jim) Livingood and all 
the emergency management person-
nel in Grant County. They responded 
very quickly and got the situation 
under control.”

Thayer described his experience 
as “life-altering.”

“I had never seen tornado dam-
age in person like that,” he said. “I’d 
seen it on TV, but to see the enormity 
of it from the air in a helicopter was 
overwhelming. It left me speech-
less.”

By Bryan Marshall
Staff Writer

Karen Williams, Joni Eldridge, Amanda Faulkner and Emily Prewitt, from Northern 
Kentucky, grilled hot dogs for residents and workers on March 3. The women 
came to help their cousin, Kevin and Kelly Sears, residents of Harvester’s 
Subdivision.


