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no time to relax
BY steve Becker
North dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.

NORTH 
♠ A 10 5
♥ A J 6
♦ Q 10 9 5 4
♣ K 7

WEST EAST
♠ 7 4 3 2 ♠ K 9 8
♥ Q 8 3 ♥ 4
♦ A 6 ♦ 8 7 2
♣ 10 9 5 3 ♣ A Q J 6 4 2

SOUTH
♠ Q J 6
♥ K 10 9 7 5 2
♦ K J 3
♣ 8

The bidding:
North East South West
1 ♦  2 ♣ 2 ♥ 3 ♣
3 ♥ Pass 4 ♥ 
Opening lead -- ten of 
clubs.

Declarer can very easily 
go down one in four hearts 
if he approaches the play of 
this hand too casually. But 
if he takes care to protect 
himself against the built-in 
dangers the deal presents, 

he is virtually certain to 
come out on top.

South can see two 
unavoidable losers -- a 
diamond and a club. He also 
sees he is in danger of losing 
a trump trick to the queen 
(if he misguesses how to 
play the suit) and a trick to 
the king of spades, if East 
has that card. But because 
it is possible to discard 
two spades eventually 
on dummy's diamonds, 
South should take steps 
to make sure he gets that 
opportunity.

First, let's see what 
happens if declarer 
approaches the play 
carelessly. East wins the 
club lead and continues 
with a club, trumped by 
South.

If declarer now cashes 
the A-K of hearts, hoping the 
queen will fall, he can no 
longer make the contract. 
Thus, if he leads a diamond, 
West wins and shifts to a 
spade. If South attempts 

the spade finesse, he goes 
down immediately, while if 
he puts up the ace and tries 
to run the diamonds, West 
ruffs the third diamond 
and leads a spade to East's 
king for down one.

Observe the difference if 
declarer cashes the trump 
king at trick three and then 
leads a heart to the jack. He 
doesn't know whether the 
finesse will succeed, but 
the critical point is that he 
doesn't care one iota if it 
loses. If East is able to win 
with the queen, he cannot 
lead a spade through 
dummy, and South then 
has time to establish the 
diamonds.

As it happens, the trump 
finesse wins, and declarer 
ends up making five. But 
even if the finesse were to 
fail, declarer's willingness 
to lose a trump trick to 
East greatly improves his 
chances of making the 
contract.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Pisces and a Moon in 
Taurus until 7:27 p.m. (PST). 
Afterward, the Moon will be 
in Gemini.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Tuesday, Feb. 28, 2012:

This year you express 
an unusual openness to 
change, and you let go of the 
status quo. You can visualize 
better than you ever have. 
When you are inspired, you 
will express your vision well. 
If you are single, a unique 
person walks into your life. 
Do your best not to put this 
person on a pedestal, and 
remain realistic. If you are 
attached, the two of you 
share a common dream. 
Take the first step in making 
it so. GEMINI holds you back 
at times.

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★ Your instincts 
serve you well concerning 
financial decisions. Focus 

on your goals and better 
communication. Not 
everyone needs to know the 
"how and why," but simply 
the end decision. Still, if 
asked, do answer. Tonight: 
Make time to visit and catch 
up on others' news.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★★ Your ability to 
wow others and impress 
them emerges. You are 
surrounded by people who 
really do care. Though 
you might not need their 
support now, you might later 
on. When someone initiates 
a discussion, open up. 
Tonight: Do some shopping, 
if need be.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) ★★★ Make it OK to 
feel down in the dumps 
right now. You might see a 
situation in a very negative 
light. What will it take to turn 
that perspective around? A 
boss or older friend has a 
lot to share. Learn from this 
person. Tonight: Nap, then 
decide.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) ★★★★ Use the daylight 
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hours to the max. You express 
an unusual perspective and 
can communicate it well. 
Integrate new information 
for others so that they can 
see a new path. Others finally 
will be able to open up, if 
they so choose. Tonight: Play 
it low-key.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★★ Assume your place in 
the limelight. An associate 
keeps whispering what he 
or she feels is important 
information to know. Listen, 
but also set limits to the 
conversation. Working as a 
team is fine, as long as you 
have space to be yourself. 
Tonight: Squeeze in some 
fun time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★★ You might want 
to approach a situation 
differently. The feedback 
you are receiving points to 
another path. Get adequate 
feedback from another 
person. You could be 
surprised by what you hear. 
Once you feel secure, take 
action. Tonight: A force to be 
dealt with. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
22) ★★★★ Work with 
individuals. You could hear 
radically different opinions, 
which makes it clear, once 
more, that you must go your 
own way. A discussion opens 
up possibilities left and right. 
You might be taken aback 
by an unexpected insight. 
Tonight: Detach, then look 
at a situation.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ Others challenge 
you, but know that it is simply 
a phase. On the other hand, 
you have the wherewithal 
to know when to hold your 
ground. Creativity plays a 
role in your interactions, 
work or whatever you might 
be doing. Tonight: Make 
time for a special person.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) ★★★★ Discussions 
and comments reveal much 
more about where others are 
coming from. Don't stop what 
you are doing to comment. 
Just be a good listener; you 
might be amazed. A call 
from a family member or 
roommate is informative as 
well. Tonight: Out.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★ No one 
knows how to stir the pot 
quite like you do. You might 
even do it unintentionally. 
Your very presence and how 
you deal with your life could 
incite some crazy responses. 
Allow your innate ingenuity 
to come out. Help others 
lighten up. Tonight: Try for 
an early bedtime.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18) ★★★ Family weighs 
on your mind. You are not 
always comfortable with 
what is going on, nor should 
you be. Discuss finances and 
an investment involving real 
estate not only with those it 
will impact, but also with 
those in the know. Tonight: 
What starts as serious 
evolves into fun.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★ Your way of 
saying "enough" works. 
Someone who does not like 
to hear you put an end to 
a certain topic could be 
trying to get your attention. 
If you are overwhelmed, just 
say so. Establish your own 
boundaries, and speak your 
mind more often. Tonight: 
Out and about.

BORN TODAY
Hockey player Eric 

Lindros (1973), musician 
Brian Jones (1942), actor 
Zero Mostel (1915)

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


