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Frankfort said goodbye Monday to a na-
tive son who enjoyed a long life, a short 
political career and a special place in 
the hearts of his townspeople.

Frank Sower, who died last Thursday, spent 
four of his 101 years as city government’s high-
est elected leader. With an eye-squeezing 
smile, he was a natural politician, but a devot-
ed family man first of all, then a businessman 
who believed in giving back to the community 
that had supported the hardware store he in-
herited from his father and turned into an of-
fice equipment store.

His term as mayor, from 1968 to 1971, came 
amid epochal change in the nation and the 
world. America won the race to land men on 
the moon and return them safely to earth but 
could not win the war in Vietnam, a conflict 
that divided us politically and generationally. 
The nation experienced upheaval of another 
kind in the sexual revolution, which reshaped 
public and private morality for decades to 
come. That metamorphosis continues today.

Local issues were not entirely different from 
those the City Commission faces now. One 
city manager came and went, then another, 
within the span of the mayoral term. City lead-
ers wrestled with the challenge of funding ser-
vices that Frankfort’s growing population had 
come to demand. When the city manager and 
his assistant took it upon themselves to pre-
pare  and print a new budget that would have 
expanded services by increasing the occupa-
tional tax rate from 1 percent to 1.25 percent, 
the usually amicable mayor was said to have 
exploded with uncharacteristic rage, declaring 
the unauthorized document would “never see 
the light of day.” The commission reworked the 
budget and the manager had to look for new 
employment. Later, Sower offered his own so-
lution to the city’s financial pinch: annexation 
of the Industrial Park to add its workers to the 
municipal tax rolls. But his plan failed to win 
the necessary votes.

By far the most memorable episode of his 
administration unfolded when Sower learned 
of an R-rated movie playing at the downtown 
Capitol Theatre. The mayor invited business 
leaders to accompany him for a special viewing 
and afterwards, aghast at the nudity, foul lan-
guage and sexual violence, pronounced it the 
“nasty of nasties.”

He proposed an ordinance that would have 
had the city manager review questionable 
films coming to Frankfort and pass judgment 
on their appropriateness. A big crowd turned 
out for the hearing and most vehemently op-
posed the censorship plan. The ordinance nev-
er came to a vote and he dropped the crusade.

Despite the setback, Sower remained a life-
long believer in strict family values – some-
thing that still matters in local, state  and na-
tional politics even though today’s voters often 
have trouble living up to the old-school stan-
dards themselves.

Frank and Minnie Lynn Sower embodied 
ideals that most people aspire to when they go 
to the altar but have a devil of a time sustaining 
over the long haul. Their  storybook courtship 
began when  he went boating three-quarters 
of a century ago and “rescued” his bride-to-be 
from a dip in the Kentucky River. She celebrat-
ed her 100th birthday shortly after his and was 
with him when he died peacefully at Ashwood 
Place. A photo montage displayed at Sunday’s 
visitation included a family portrait with Frank 
nattily attired in a bright red Christmas jacket, 
“Mama” at his side, surrounded by grown chil-
dren and a host of  grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

It’s the kind of scene too many will never 
know in this age of family disintegration, and 
the Sowers were lucky to have had it. Then 
again, luck probably had little to do with it.

A long life 
well lived

editorials

Let me be blunt: If Republicans 
nominate Rick Santorum, they 
will lose. 

The prospect of four more 
years of Barack Obama holds some ap-
peal for many Americans, but prob-
ably not for most Republicans. It may 
give doubters among them some com-
fort, however, to know that Obama and 
Santorum share the same prayer: that 
Santorum be the Republican nominee. 

It gives me no pleasure to rap San-
torum, a man I know and respect even 
if I disagree with him on some issues. 
Not that he minds. He’s a scrapper who 
loves a fight – and he forgives. Bottom 
line: Santorum is a good man. He’s just 
a good man in the wrong century. 

This doesn’t necessarily mean he’s 
wrong about everything, but he’s so far 
out of step with the majority of Ameri-
cans that he can’t hope to win the 
votes of moderates and independents 
so crucial to victory in November. The 
Republican Party’s insistence on con-
servative purity, meanwhile, will re-
sult in the cold comfort of defeat with 
honor and, in the longer term, poten-
tial extinction. 

Increasingly, the party is grow-
ing grayer and whiter. Nine out of 10 
Republicans are non-Hispanic white 
and about half are highly religious, ac-
cording to Gallup. This isn’t news, but 
when this demographic is suddenly 
associated with renewed debate about 
whether women should have access to 
contraception – never mind abortion 
– suddenly they begin to look like the 
Republican Brotherhood. 

Add to that perception the abhor-
rent, pre-abortion ultrasound legisla-
tion proposed in Virginia, and you can 
kiss the pope’s ring and voters’ retreat-

ing backsides. 
The proposed law, temporarily 

tabled, called for women seeking an 
abortion to be forced to submit to a 
vaginal ultrasound. Aldous Huxley’s 
“The Devils of Loudon” comes to 
mind, but he was writing about exor-
cisms in a convent of 17th-century 
France. When did Republicans, who 
supposedly believe in less government 
intervention, begin thinking that in-
vading a person’s body against her will 
was remotely acceptable? 

Saner minds have prevailed, at least 
for now, but the fact that the bill was 
ever conceived and taken seriously 
by at least some number of legislators 
gives freedom-loving voters every rea-
son to run the other way. 

Informed consent is, in my view, a 
reasonable goal. Surely removal of a 
human fetus deserves the same level 
of awareness we would insist upon in 
removing, say, a gall bladder. If some 
women change their minds after view-
ing the contents of their womb, then 
they obviously needed more infor-
mation than they had going in. Still, 
any procedure should be voluntary, 
and inserting a probe into a woman 
against her will is rape by any other 
name. 

Obviously, this is no place for the 
state. 

The Virginia bill and the broader 
(bogus) message often repeated on 
left-leaning talk shows that Republi-
cans are campaigning against birth 
control have created a perfect storm 
for defeat. The math is clear: Sixty-sev-
en percent of women are either Demo-
crats (41 percent) or independents (26 
percent); more women than men vote; 
55 percent of women ages 18-22 voted 

in the 2008 presidential election. 
Republicans are caught in a nearly 

impossible situation, none more than 
the more temperate-minded Mitt 
Romney. It is important to remember, 
however, why contraception came up 
in the first place. Republicans were 
forced to man their battlements by the 
Obama administration’s new health 
care rule mandating that Catholic or-
ganizations pay for contraception in 
violation of conscience. From there, 
things spiraled out of the realm of re-
ligious liberty, where this debate be-
longs, and into the fray of moral differ-
ences. 

 Santorum’s original surge was 
based not on social issues but on his 
authenticity and his ability to identify 
with middle-class struggles. He was 
the un-Romney. But now this appeal-
ing profile has been occluded by social 
positions that make him an outlier to 
mainstream Americans. 

Republicans may sleep better if they 
nominate The Most Conservative Per-
son In The World, but they won’t be 
seeing the executive branch anytime 
soon. It’s too bad this election season 
got lost in the weeds of religious con-
viction. It wouldn’t have happened if 
the Obama administration had sim-
ply taken one of several other routes 
available for providing birth control to 
women who want it. Instead, Obama 
aimed right at the heart of the Repub-
lican Party and, one can only assume, 
got exactly what he wanted: a culture 
war in which Rick Santorum would 
be the natural point man and, in the 
broader public’s perception, the voice 
of the GOP. 
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Republican kamikaze
Only hard-core conservatives buy into Santorum gospel

kathleen parker

High gas prices should alert us to energy reality
The following editorial appeared in the Phila-
delphia Inquirer on Wednesday, Feb. 22:

Motorists stung by ris-
ing gas prices may be 
on their own in the 
short term, but it’s vi-

tal that they learn how to cope 
– for the sake of their household 
budgets as well as the nation’s 
fragile economic recovery.

The early arrival of springtime 
price increases at the gas pump is 
being fueled by factors beyond the 
control of most consumers.

There are fears stemming from 
tensions in the Mideast over Iran’s 
nuclear aspirations, as well as 
speculation involving crude oil 

prices. Even without an escala-
tion of the Iranian situation, the 
10 percent increase in gasoline 
witnessed so far this year looks to 
be in place for some time, analysts 
say.

For this region and others that 
have seen refineries close, the 
hope for relief appears even more 
distant. In addition to two area 
refineries being recently taken 
down, the threat to shutter the 

large Sunoco Inc. facility in Phila-
delphia looms as a further strain 
on gasoline supplies – with a likely 
unpleasant impact on gasoline re-
tail prices.

But if those developments 
help jolt Americans back to real-
ity about the way they continue 
to use a finite resource that’s only 
available in a volatile market, then 
the price spikes at least will have 
had some positive impact.

Drivers know the drill, since 
they’ve seen gasoline prices head 
for $4 before: It means being less 
cavalier about extra road trips, ex-
ploring carpooling, switching to 
mass transit, or even inflating the 
tires on that old bicycle.

Using less gas is consumers’ 
best weapon against higher pric-
es. And if they can travel smarter, 
going fewer miles doesn’t have to 
mean that the rest of the economy 
suffers – particularly the critical 
retail sector.

Of course, driving the most fu-
el-efficient vehicle is the best long-
term strategy for keeping more 
dollars in consumers’ hands to 
spend on things besides gasoline. 
According to Temple University 
small-business expert William 
C. Dunkelberg, a $1 increase at 
the pump means that consum-
ers have $20 million less in their 
shopping budgets each day.

Any motorist who can’t see over 

the roof of the SUV he’s fueling 
at the self-service pump ought to 
be thinking about a more fuel-ef-
ficient ride. The nation’s switch 
to smaller and hybrid vehicles 
has come in fits and starts, but it 
makes more sense than ever as 
both the price and supply of gaso-
line are strained.

The pain at the pump is a fur-
ther sign, certainly, that the pro-
posed 54.5-mile-per-gallon ve-
hicle standard that President 
Obama expects to finalize this 
summer is needed more than ever. 
It should mean there will be more 
smart choices in the showroom 
that drivers will actually want to 
buy.
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Using less gas is 

consumers’ best weapon 

against higher prices. 


