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A distraught Ava Polaski, a sophomore, leaves school grounds with her mother misty Polaski 
following a shooting in Chardon, ohio on monday. A teenager, described as a bullied outcast at 
Chardon high school, opened fire in the cafeteria monday morning shooting five other students 
before being caught a short distance away, authorities said.

by THOMAS J. SHEERAN
AssociAted Press

CHARDON, Ohio (AP) – A 
student wounded in an Ohio 
school shooting has been de-
clared brain dead, authori-
ties said today, the second 
reported fatality in an attack 
that began when a teenager 
opened fire in the cafeteria at 
a suburban Cleveland high 
school yesterday.

The Cuyahoga County 
Medical Examiner’s Office 
received the word about Rus-
sell King Jr. just before 1 a.m. 
today, according to office ad-
ministrator Hugh Shannon.

“The cause and manner of 
death of this case are under 
on-going investigation and 
will be released upon com-
pletion,” Shannon said in a 
statement.

King, 17, was one of five 
students injured when a 
suspect identified by a fam-
ily lawyer as T.J. Lane began 
shooting at Chardon High 
School Monday morning. 
King was studying alterna-
tive energy at nearby Au-
burn Career Center and like 
the others who were shot was 
waiting for a bus for his daily 
15-minute ride to the center. 
Student Daniel Parmertor 
died hours after the shoot-
ing.

A student who saw the at-
tack up close said it appeared 
that the gunman targeted a 
group of students sitting to-
gether and that the one who 
was killed was gunned down 
while trying to duck under 
the cafeteria table.

Lane’s family is mourn-
ing “this terrible loss for their 
community,” attorney Robert 
Farnacci said in a statement.

FBI officials would not 
comment on a motive. And 
Police Chief Tim McKenna 
said authorities “have a lot of 
homework to do yet” in their 
investigation of the shoot-
ing, which sent students 
screaming through the halls 
at the start of the school day 

Student brain dead in Ohio shooting

at 1,100-student Chardon 
High.

An education official said 
the suspected shooter is a 
Lake Academy student, not 
a student at Chardon High. 
Brian Bontempo declined to 
answer any questions about 
the student. 

Bontempo is the superin-
tendent of the Lake County 
Educational Service Center, 
which operates the acade-
my.

The alternative school 
in Willoughby serves 7th 
through 12th grades. Stu-
dents may have been re-
ferred to the school because 
of academic or behavioral 
problems.

The FBI said the suspect 
was arrested near his car 
a half-mile from Chardon. 
He was not immediately 
charged.

Teachers locked down 
their classrooms as they 
had been trained to do dur-
ing drills, and students took 
cover as they waited for the 
all-clear in this town of 5,100 
people, 30 miles from Cleve-

land. One teacher was said 
to have dragged a wounded 
student into his classroom to 
protect him. Another chased 
the gunman out of the build-
ing, police said.

Fifteen-year-old Danny 
Komertz, who witnessed 
the shooting, said Lane was 
known as an outcast who 
had apparently been bullied. 
But others disputed that.

“Even though he was qui-
et, he still had friends,” said 
Tyler Lillash, 16. “He was not 
bullied.”

Farinacci, representing 
Lane and his family, told 
WKYC-TV that Lane “pretty 
much sticks to himself but 
does have some friends and 
has never been in trouble 
over anything that we know 
about.”

Long before official word 
came of the attack, par-
ents learned of the blood-
shed from students via text 
message and cellphone and 
thronged the streets around 
the school, anxiously await-
ing word on their children.

Two of the wounded were 

listed in critical condition, 
and another was in serious 
condition.

“I looked up and this kid 
was pointing a gun about 
10 feet away from me to a 
group of four kids sitting at 
a table,” Komertz said. He 
said the gunman fired two 
shots quickly, and students 
scrambled for safety. One of 
them was “trying to get un-
derneath the table, trying to 
hide, protecting his face.”

Slain student Daniel Par-
mertor was an aspiring 
computer repairman who 
was waiting in the cafeteria 
for the bus for his daily 15-
minute ride to a vocational 
school. 

His teacher at the Auburn 
Career School had no idea 
why Parmertor, “a very good 
young man, very quiet,” had 
been targeted, said Auburn 
superintendent Maggie 
Lynch.

Officers investigating the 
shooting blocked off a road 
in a heavily wooded area sev-
eral miles from the school. 
Federal agents patrolled the 

muddy driveway leading to 
several spacious homes and 
ponds, while other officers 
walked a snowy hillside. A 
police dog was brought in. It 
wasn’t clear what they were 
looking for.

Teacher Joe Ricci had just 
begun class when he heard 
shots and slammed the door 
to his classroom, yelling, 
“Lockdown!” to students, ac-
cording to Karli Sensibello, a 
student whose sister was in 
Ricci’s classroom.

A few minutes later, Ric-
ci heard a student moaning 
outside, opened the door 
and pulled in student Nick 
Walczak who had been shot 
several times, Sensibello 
said in an email. Ricci com-
forted Walczak and let him 
use his cellphone to call his 
girlfriend and parents, Sen-
sibello said. She said her sis-
ter was too upset to talk.

Heather Ziska, 17, said she 
was in the cafeteria when she 
saw a boy she recognized as 
a fellow student come into 
the cafeteria and start shoot-
ing. She said she and sever-
al others immediately ran 
outside, while other friends 
ran into a middle school and 
others locked themselves in 
a teachers’ lounge.

“Everybody just started 
running,” said 17-year-old 
Megan Hennessy, who was 
in class when she heard loud 
noises. “Everyone was run-
ning and screaming down 
the hallway.”

Farinacci said Lane’s fam-
ily was “devastated” by the 
shootings and that they of-
fered “their most heartfelt 
and sincere condolences” to 
Parmertor’s family and the 
families of the wounded stu-

dents.
“This is something that 

could never have been pre-
dicted,” Farinacci told 
WKYC-TV.

Rebecca Moser, 17, had 
just settled into her chem-
istry class when the school 
went into lockdown. The 
class of about 25 students 
ducked behind the lab tables 
at the back of the classroom, 
uncertain whether it was a 
drill.

Text messages started fly-
ing inside and outside the 
school, spreading informa-
tion about what was hap-
pening and what friends and 
family were hearing outside 
the building.

“We all have cellphones, 
so people were constantly 
giving people updates about 
what was going on, who the 
victims were, how they were 
doing,” Moser said.

The school had no metal 
detectors, but current and 
past students said it had fre-
quent security drills in case 
of a shooting.

Anxious parents of high 
school students were told to 
go to an elementary school 
to pick up their children.

Joe Bergant, Chardon 
school superintendent, said 
school was canceled today 
and grief counselors would 
be available to students and 
families.

“If you haven’t hugged or 
kissed your kid in the last 
couple of days, take that 
time,” he said.

AP writers dan sewell in Cincinnati and 
Julie Carr smyth and Andrew Welsh-
huggins in Columbus contributed to 
this report.

1 dead at 
scene, 3 
more injured

by STEVE PEOPLES
AssociAted Press

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. 
(AP) — Mitt Romney is fight-
ing to avoid an embarrassing 
home-state loss in a high-
stakes Michigan primary 
that will not decide the Re-
publican presidential con-
test but could scar the for-
mer Massachusetts gover-
nor just a week before Super 
Tuesday.

Rival Rick Santorum is 
calling upon an unusual 
coalition of tea party activ-
ists, religious conservatives 
and Democrats to help top-
ple Romney and reclaim the 
momentum in the increas-
ingly heated nomination 
battle.

Santorum, a former Penn-
sylvania senator, confirmed 
on the eve of the election 
that he had targeted Michi-
gan Democrats with auto-
mated phone calls encour-
aging them to vote against 
Romney.

“Romney supported the 
bailouts for his Wall Street 
billionaire buddies but op-
posed the auto bailouts,” the 
phone call said. “That was 
a slap in the face to every 
Michigan worker and we’re 
not going to let Romney get 
away with it.”

Only declared Repub-
licans may vote in today’s 
GOP primary, but party 

rules allow voters to change 
their affiliation temporarily 
on the spot. 

The potential involve-
ment of Democrats adds a 
new twist to a contest al-
ready expected to have sig-
nificant implications for 
Romney’s White House bid.

Romney, appearing today 
on Fox News Channel, called 
the robocalls “outrageous 
and disgusting — a terrible, 
dirty trick.” He accused San-
torum of “teaming up with 
Barack Obama’s people” 
to derail the Romney cam-
paign.

“This is a new low for his 
campaign and that’s saying 
something,” Romney told 
Fox.

Neither Newt Gingrich 
nor Ron Paul is actively com-
peting in Michigan’s con-
test, or in Arizona’s prima-
ry today, which Romney is 
expected to win handily, in 
part because of the state’s 
Mormon population.

Romney was born and 
raised in Michigan, where 
his father served as gover-
nor. But Santorum’s rise in 
polls following a three-state 
sweep earlier in the month 
has forced Romney to work 
hard in Michigan over the 
past week. He’s hosted near-
ly a dozen public events as 
he and his allies have spent 
more than $2 million on lo-

cal television advertising.
Santorum will campaign 

today around Grand Rapids, 
a city set in a western Mich-
igan region home to many 
social conservatives and tea 
party supporters. Romney is 
set to meet with voters 130 
miles to the east in suburban 
Detroit, an area with a larger 
collection of moderate Re-
publicans, a key segment of 
his support.

Romney’s overwhelm-
ing advantages in Michigan, 
however, may not pay off in 
a contest generally dominat-
ed by the Republican Party’s 
more conservative flank. He 
trailed Santorum by a sig-
nificant margin in polls as 
recently as last week. In re-
cent days, however, those 
polls have tightened, leaving 
today’s election essentially a 
tossup.

Romney predicted victo-
ry Monday night as a crowd 
gathered at the Royal Oak 
Music Theatre waited to 
hear rocker-rapper Kid Rock 
perform.

“I’m going to win in Mich-
igan and I’m going to win 
across the country,” Rom-
ney said.

Santorum, perhaps in a 
nod to the recent swing in 
the polls, was more cautious 
as he spoke to voters in Lan-
sing.

“I think the fact that we 

are doing as well as we are is 
a pretty big deal in this state,” 
he said.

Paul, who was ending a 
three-state tour of Michigan 
on Monday, told supporters 
that his goal is to “whittle 
away” at the total number of 
delegates available. Speaking 
to supporters in Democrat-
friendly Detroit, the Texas 
congressman said, “Every-
body knows I’m not a con-
ventional Republican.”

Romney fights to avoid election 
embarrassment in home state 

New Promotional Items Just Arrived!!!

859 East Main, Frankfort

695-7650

Comley’s Carpet Works, Inc.
Flooring

Monday - Friday 1 P.M. - 6 P.M.
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662 East Main Street
Frankfort, KY 40601

502-223-2827
OR

Visit Our Website
www.mycapitalpharmacy.com“Generation to Generation”

Stop in…

We accept active and retired state insurance and FSA cards.

Mac Bray, R.Ph.
Pharmacist

Aaron McIntosh, 
Pharm. D., R.PH.

Attention Pharmacy Customers...
...Did you get new prescription cards this year?
Even though your card may clearly show the name of a 
big box store, you can still use Capital Pharmacy as your 
pharmacy of choice.

Rest assured, Capital Pharmacy will charge the same co-pay so you don’t have 
to go anywhere else.
We accept all insurance programs including Medicare Part “D”, Express 
Scripts and WellCare Blue Cross/Blue Shield Insurance.

Stop by or call us anytime. We are here to HELP you.

NEED CA$H?
You don’t need the 

luck of the Irish to get 
the most for your gold.

Wooldridge Jewelers 
“Your Hometown Jeweler” 

Guarantees to pay top dollar 
for your old, broken, used & 

unwanted gold, silver and 
platinum jewelry in CA$H!

687 E. Main St. 
223-6967


