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It's hard to know whether to laugh at cry at today's developments
in Washington concerning Eastern Kentucky:

The governor of Kentucky went up to Washington to ask for some
federal help to improve the life of Kentucky mountaineers, and--aft- er

all the studies of Eastern Kentucky that have been made by ev-
ery agency in the bureaucratic alphabetall the federal officials
could think of to do was to suggest another study of the long-ran- ge

problems of the Appalachian mountains. And they had the nerve to
tell the governor so!

The governor had expected to meet with President John F. Ken-
nedy, in the hope that Kennedy would remember his campaign trips
and campaign promises in the Appalachian region, but the President
was so busy talking abgut foreign aid with the king of Morocco that
he couldn't even take time to listen to the problems of Eastern Ken-
tucky.

How much more ridiculous can the situation get? Just look at the
contrasts:

Morocco was recently hit by the worst floods in its history and ev-
ery wealthy nationincluding the United States sent ala.' In ad-

dition, the American government has spent $325 million dollars"in
military nd economic aid to Morocco. And, we built $500, 000, 000
worth of missile bases there which we are getting ready to turn over
to the Moroccan government.

Eastern Kentucky was recently hit by the worst floods in its history
and the only aid to arrive so far has been a little emergency assist-
ance from the American Red Cross and some very, very restricted
aid from the federal government. When the governor went to Wash-
ington to ask for the same type of aid for Eastern Kentucky that the
United States is giving Morocco and hundreds of other countries
the only thing he could obtain was a promise to recommend another
study.

When our President greeted Morocco's king earner, this week, he
told the king he was "very proud" to welcome him because "your
country was the first to recognize the United States in the most dif-
ficult days of our revolution. "

The President did not greet Gov. Combs so we do not know
whether he would have remembered that same revolution was fought
by the ancestors ofthe people who now live in the Kentucky moun-
tains and probably would have been lost had it not been for their ef-
forts.

Morocco is a neutral nation. It is very careful to maintain its neu-

trality at the same time it accepts gifts from the United States.
Eastern Kentucky is on the same side as the President. It would be

even more so if he would consider sending aid here as well as over-

seas.
The President also told the king that he hoped his visit would be a

"fruitful and beneficial one as was the visit of your illustrious
father."

Obviously the President did not hope that Kentucky's governor had
a fruitful and beneficial visit in Washington, and in fact if any Eas-

tern Kentuckian'ever had a fruitful and beneficial visit in Washing-
ton we are unaware of it.

What should we in Eastern Kentucky do now?
We might, as has been suggested, secede from the union and apply

for foreign aid. Perhaps we could do as well as Morocco. (The
writer of a letter in today's paper points out that our ancestors had
the misfortune to migrate to America, whereas if they had migrat-
ed to some other country we would now be eligible for American
foreign aid. This, as he says, is "weird.")

Or, we might send a petition asking for return foreign aid to some
of the wealthier nations of the world such as Japan and West Ge-
rmanywho have benefited so greatly from our tax dollars in the
past. A recent visitor to Letcher County from West Germany said
his people would be shocked by conditions here, his government
would not allow them to continue, and his country probably would
try to help here if it were asked.

Or, we might go to Washington and picket the White House if
any of us could afford the $100 necessary to make the trip. This
would get us some national publicity for a few days, anyway.
' Or, as a major underdeveloped area in the world, we might peti-
tion the United Nations for some help. That probably would pro-
duce at least one more study.

Or, we might worry Congress to death or into action with a deluge
6f letters, telegrams and telephone calls. (The name and address
of every member of Congress is included in the 1963 World Alma-
nac, available at any newsstand.) We need to appeal not only
to our own senators ana representativesbut to those from other states,
particluarly neighboring states, as well they all vote. And we
should ask dur friends and relatives in other states to write their
congressmen on our behalf.

Surely there is something short of armed revolt that will focus na-

tional attention and concern on the continuing crisis in Eastern

SOS (ft pefco
We hope every Letcher County adult and child will take advan-

tage Sunday of the opportunity to help rid the county of poliomye-
litis forever.

Clinics have been set up all over the county Sunday afternoon to
enable Letcher County residents to take the painless Sabin polio
vaccine with as little inconvenience as possible.

After the first clinics this week-en- d, others will be held later to
complete the series of three doses, and those who take all three will
be free from fear of contracting polio for life. It is important to
take the new medicine even if you have had all your "polio shots"
earlier. The two vaccines are different and complement each oth-

er.
The vaccine to be given Sunday involves no needles. Drops are

placed on a cube of ugar and then the patient eats the sugar and
the drops together. N one need fear taking the medicine.

Don't take chances. Take the vaccine yourself and be sure your
children take it too.

The MOUNTAIN EAGLE
is published every Thursday at 120 West Mam otreet, Whites-bur- g,

Kentucky. Thomas E. Gish is the editor and publisher.
Second-clas- s postage paid at Whitesburg, Kentucky. Sub-

scription rates, $3 a year in Letcher County, $5 a year out-

side Letcher County. Single copy price, 10 cents.

Praises Mrs. Day
To The Editor:

I would like to say a word oi
deep appreciation for Mrs. Ethel
Day, our fire chief's wife. Dur-t- he

long hours of March 11 and
March 16, she was on the phone
both nights all night long, giving
help to those who live near and
on the river. I think we had a
fine job done here cr we would
have had more damage.

She. serves without pay from
the City and is doing a fine job
in these trying times, and I'm
sure other people join me ii
saying thanks to Ethel as well
as our Police Department.

Sincerely
Mrs. William H. Blair

The way things are
To The Editor:

I wish to compliment you on
your editorial of March 14. I
believe you stated the facts con-
cerning our predicament here in
Southeastern Kentucky exceed-
ingly well. We who have lived
here all of our lives have en-
countered the destruction of
flood waters over and over again.

As long as coal was King we
could fight our way back; now
we can no longer do so. I feel
that it will tale the combined
efforts of our State and Federal
Government, along with the will
and determination of our people
to keep this section of our coun-
try from becoming a place of
desolation.

I appreciate your efforts to help
us make our valley once again
a land of peace and beauty, so
that we and future generations
may be able to remain in the
homes we love.

Yours truly
Cossie Quillen

Strip mining

To The Editor:
Near my home there is a small

creek along which runs a section
of country road. The hollow from
which this stream flows was
snip mined three summers ago.
For the last two summers the
Highway Department has had to
dredge out the creek to protect
the road and the property of the
people who live near it at a cost
of $800 or more of the taxpayers
money each time.

After the recent flood we find
that the creek has filled up ain

with mud from the strip
mines so that it is now higher
than the raod and the creek
flows where the road lay. This
will cost the state more tax
money to dredge again this year.

It is difficult to understand why
the State Government allows the
continuation of strip mining
which costs the state so much
money in repair work each year,
aside 'from the permanent de-

struction of the stripped hillsides
and all the attendant destruction
to property downstream.

Very truly yours
Anne Caudill

Help needed now

To the editor:

I wish to commend you for

your fine editorial "A Time For
Decision," in the March 14
issue of the Eagle.

Federal government is already
spending a great deal of money
here in the mountains just to
keep our people from starving.
All this money might better Be

spent in hiring our people to
perform some of the jobs that we
see all around us, needing to be
done.

Our hillsides need to be plant-

ed with millions and millions of

trees to catch tome fo the heavy
rainfall. We need to have dams
built nearthe headwaters to pro-

tect towns like Hazard and Pike-vill- e.

This would create jobs for
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our people, and so "kill two birds
with one stone."

Our mountain towns need new
public buildings and facilities of
all kinds another opportunity
for creating jobs and obtaining
something of permanent value
from the money while the gov-
ernment spends nere just to nelp
our jobless, destitute people
alive.

Very truly, yours
Helen Watts

No way but down

To The Editor:
Your editorial on the front page

of the Mountain Eagle on March
14 is very fine. We have been
forgotten here long enough.
Surely if the taxes we pay can be
used to improve things for people
overseas, our government ought
to be willing to get down to
business and do something to get
our poor people on an upward
path.

I can see no way but down for
us unless we get some real help
soon.

Yours sincerely
Mrs. Ollie Reed Adams

Now we hope

To the editor:
A friend of mine has sent your

editorial, . "Time for Decision, "
by registered mail to Gov. Bert
Combs, President John F. Ken-
nedy and Sen. John Sherman
Cooper.

She wanted them to know how
people in Letcher County feel.

She has return receipts for her
letters, so at least now they can-
not say they didn't know how
bad things were down here.

Now we just have to hope they
do something for us before we
are all washed away in our sleep
some night.

Katherine Pettit

Weird situation
To the editor:

Your editorial, Time for De-

cision for Eastern Kentucky, was
good.

We are covered with mud,
tired out and about ready to give
up and quit.

If the government would give
us foreign aid, we would be Ol,
but we aren'teligible for foreign
aid because our ancestors mi-
grated to this country. If they
had migrated to some other
country we could have got help.

To me this is a very weird
situation.

Homer Jones

May be answer
To the editor:

The program of flood control,
conservation and industrializa-
tion which you mentioned in
an editorial recently sounds to
me like a real answer to Eastern
Kentucky's problems.

I have been in the Northwest
where these dams, lakes and
power plants are in operation,
and I know what they have done
for that territory out there. I
do not know what wo uld have to
be done tp get similar projects
started in Le'cher County, but I
certainly think we ought to try
had for them.

I would hope our senators and
congressmen already are looking
into the possibilities.

The thing I don't understand is
why we didn't realize earlier
that the same thing might work
here.

Tom Howard

Must -- join together
To The Editor:

May I com mend the Mountain
Eagle on the recent editorial
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stating the conditions in Eastern
Kentucky brought about by the
disastrous floods?

This was one of the finest ar-

ticles I've read in a long time. I
agree whole-hearted- ly with
everything you said. We have
had far too many surveys and far
too much talk from our elected
officials and leaders, with no-

thing being done to solve our
problems.

It is true that Letcher County
will be reduced to a complete
welfare state if something isn't
done.

I appreciate the efforts of The
Mountain Eagle in trying to help
the people of this area. I sin-
cerely hope your cry for help will
be heard in far places as well as
at home.

It behooves every Letcher
Countian to let his voice be
heard concerning our problems.
May we all join in one great ef-
fort to get something done.

Sincerely
Mrs. Zenneth Bentley

Enjoys Hemphill

To The Editor:
We enjoy reading the Eagle

every week. But we enjoy it
more when we find Hemphill
news in it. It helps us to keep
in touch with our friends and
neighbors. We can't seem to hear
from them otherwise.

We are so glad Mrs. Sarah Ad-

ams is able to be writing news
for us again. Ed and I had a good
laugh at Alfred getting someone
else to plant peas because he
was ashamed to be seen digging
in the snow.

So you keep on the ball and
keep Hemphill news coming
our way.

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hall
Cleveland 2. Ohio

Questions ticket

To The Editor:
I wish to thank the town of

Neon for the disappointment I
received March 16, 1963.

Parking in front of the mayor's
Five and Ten Cent Store, I de-

posited five cents in the parking
meter. Upon returning from the
barber shop approximately one
hour later, I found a parking
citation on my windshield. Dir-

ectly across the street I noticed
another party with the same ci-

tation. Checking further I found
that we were the only two having
such. There were cars parked
both in front and rear of us with
expired parking meters and no
citations. Not only those but
three -- fourths of the cars parked
through Neon were illegally
parked and had been given no
citation. Why? Could it have
been that he had Tennessee and
I North Carolina license plates?
Is this the way to welcome out-of-st-

personnel? I wish to ex-

press the fact that neither he nor
I are from out of state but home
town boys who are voluntary de-
fenders of this country which in-

cludes Neon and board of same.
I was in the midst of the Cuban

Crisis and am now to report to
an overseas base, such as I am
not at liberty to name, but it
is likely that I will see combat
duty. Is this what I am fighting
for? Do I want to? Look up
people, and clean our own town
of its crookedness and filth be-
fore we clean other states, whose
aids we may ask for. Is this why
we have no tourists or out of
state visitors? I am sure tha t a
courtesy warning and welcome
citation combined would be a
more sensible way of letting
these people know that we are
on our feet. You will find taht
in most states this is routine.

Cpl. J.E. Tolliver
HMM-26- 1, MAG -- 26
MCAF, New River
Jacksonville, N.C.


