
IT SCREAMS!

Linefork

dam may
be built

Sen. John Sherman Cooper said
in Whitesburg this week that
there is a strong possibility that
a flood control dam will be built
in the Linefork section of Letcher
County within the next few
years.

Cooper remarked that members
01 tne u. b. Army corps of En-

gineers, who determine whether
3am projects are feasible, told
him that recent flood damage
makes them believe that "they
will be able to justify the reser-
voir on Linefork."

Preliminary studies have indi-
cated that the Linefork dam
would have reduced flooding at
Hazard by some six feet, and,
coupled with the proposed Cans
Fork dam in Knott County, would
have reduced Hazard's flooding
by nine feet.

Cooper said he is hopeful that
the engineers can do a quick re-
view of the Linefork project so
that the project could be author-
ized by Congress next year.
Normally, it takes some six to
eight years for a dam to receive
authorization and be construct-
ed.

While neither the Linefork nor
Carrs Fork dam would do any-
thing to prevent flooding in
Letcher County, Cooper said he
is hopeful that the engineers can
take action to assist Fleming,
Neon and Whitesburg.

He said that, speaking as a
member of both the Appropria-
tions and Public Works Commit-
tees in the Senate, he is sure
Congress will provide the Corps
with funds to take another look
at flood prevention needs in the
three towns.

Some ofthe possibilities, Coop-
er said, include the raising of
ailroad and street bridges, wid-

ening the river channel, dredg-
ing and deepening of the channel
orpossibly cutoffs.

Cooper said he believes the
federal small watershed program
administered by the Department
of Agriculture might provide an
answer to flooding throughout
Letcher County on the smaller
creeks emptying into the Ken-
tucky River.

He said he believed county of-
ficials should meet with mem-
bers of the District Board of Su-

pervisors of the Soil Conserva-
tion Service and explore every
possibility under this program,
although he remarked projects
might be hampered by the
"strong criteria" set for deter-
mining feasibility.

Cossie Quillen, Whitesburg,
remarked to the senator that strip
mining and a lack of timber had
added to Letcher County's flood
misery, and asked if there had
been any study as to the effects
of reforestation and strip .mine
control as flood preventive mea-
sures.

Cooper said that "as you know,
I'm no expert on this? but said
he had been .interested in the
fact that ne had been asked
questions about strip mining at
every meeting he has attended
in Eastern Kentucky since the
flood.

He said an Army colonel who
had been traveling with him had
stated that strip minjng undoub-
tedly contributed sediment, btush
ana acid water to the streams but
that he was unable to say that
strip mining caused the floods.

Someone in the audience re-
marked about the Army Engineers
and strip mining: "All they've
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MOUNTAIN EAGLE
Whitesburg, Letcher

TOP PLAYER Dickie Everidge
of Fleming-Neo- n High School
has been named basketball play-
er of the year in the Eastern
Kentucky Mountain Conference.
Also named to the all-EK-

team were Jerry Coots and R.
D. Jones, both of Whitesburg,
and Phillip Greer and C. Con-le- y,

Jenkins. Jack Burkich,
Whitesburg, is the new president
of the EKMC and Roy Reasor of
Fleming-Neo- n is vice president.

Sabin polio
clinics set

Sunday is SOS Sabin Oral
Sunday in Letcher County.

The Letcher County Health De-

partment will hold the first of a
series of three clinics to give o-r- al

vaccine against poliomyelitis
to Letcher County residents.

The Letcher County Medical
Society and the county health
department are sponsoring a ser-
ies of three clinics in an effort
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HAYS TO SPEAK

ON STATE HI STORY
Letcher Circuit Judge J. L.

Hays will discuss Kentucky his-

tory at a meeting at 7:30 p. m.
Monday at the Letcher County
Public Library, Whitesburg.

The meeting is the third in a
series of discussions sponsored by
theLetqher County Public Libra-
ry Board. At the first two ses-
sions participants talked about
the novel, "Brave New World,"
by Aldous Huxley. After Judge
Hays' talk, the group will begin
a study of the works of Kentucky
authors. The first book to be
discussed will be "TheDollmak-e- r,

" by Harriet Arnow, the story
of a Kentucky mountain family
which moves to a northern indus-
trial city.

The meetings are open to the
public.

Whitesburg men
buy Ermine land
for cemetery
Four Whitesburg men have

purchased 77 acres at Ermine
from the Louisville and Nashville
Railroad Company for the pur-
pose of making a perpetual care
cemetery.

This acreage lies on the hill-
side opposite the location of the
aid state highway garages.

The new owners are Archie
Craft, Herman Hale, Virgil
Picklesimer and Bill Conley.
They plan to improve the prop-
erty with paved roads and an
attractive entrance fronting
ffighway 119. they said.

TKe cemetery, to be known as
"Green Acres" will have sections
for upright monuments and other
sections for flat nameplate
markers.
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The governor ofKentucky went
toWashingtontoday seeking help
for Eastern Kentucky, but the
President of the United States was
so busy entertaining the King of
Morocco that he did not have
time to consider the problems of
the million flood-tor- n,

poverty-strick- en

citizens of the Kentucky
mountains.

The governor conferred with
lesser figures in the federal gov-
ernment at the White House but
came away with only a promise
that one of them will recom-
mend a new study of the long-ran- ge

problems of Eastern Ken-
tucky and the Appalachian area
in general.

Gov. Bert Combs told those
who had time to listen to him
that Eastern Kentuckians "were
in a hell of a fix to start with,
and now they've been hit by the
most disastrous flood in the his-
tory of the Appalachians.

"I'm not a very excitable fel-
low, ordinarily," Combs said,
"but 1 can't overstate to you the
urgency of this problem. This
whole area is faced with the loss
of faith and hope, "

The federal officials said they
are fully aware of the problem.
Then they promised to recom-
mend to President John F. Ken-
nedy that a new committee be
created to study the long-ran- ge

needs of the area.
To all his requests, Combs re-

ceived answers that there isn't
enough money or that Congress
has restricted the amount of aid.

Combs asked for:
1. Additional road construction

grants under the accelerated
public works program. These
grants are not permissible under
the law, he was told, and even
if they were the accelerated pub-
lic works money is all gone any-
way.

2. Dredging and widening' of
streams in Eastern Kentucky now
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County, Kentucky, Thursday,

Combs left empty-hande- d

as king of Morocco
outranks East Kentucky
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clogged with flood debris.
"

The
Army Corps of Engineers said the
funds available for such work are
"skimpy" but agreed to consider
specific dredging proposals.

3. Restoration of roads, bridges
and streets damaged by the flood.
The Office of Emergency Plan-
ning said federal law limits its
aid to restoration of emergency
road facilities. Combs asked for
a change to permit the federal
government to bear the full cost
of permanent repairs.

Tne governor also proposed:
Creation of a special agency

to deal with restoration of areas
which were flooded and to plan
programs to prevent future floods
in the Appalachian area.

An increase of $15 to $20 mil-
lion dollars in appropriations for
flood control projects now under
construction or ready for building
in Eastern Kentucky. US Sen.
John Sherman Cooper said the
funds could shorten the time for
completion ofl the projects by a
year.

Speedy approval by the Small
Business Administration of appli-
cations for disaster loans.

The governor met 'with all of
Kentucky's senators and repre-
sentatives in Congress. They

.agreed to support his requests to
the White House.

Rep. Carl D. Perkins proposed
intensification of the reforesta-
tion effort in Eastern Kentucky
in an effort to restore cutover
timber land and hold back erosion
which has contributed to the
flooding. The Forestry Service
said it has agreed to help get the
program started but not on
the scale proposed.

Edward McDermott, head of
the Office of Emergency Plan-
ning, and other federal officials
present at the meeting in the
White House promised to explore
all possible means of help.

McDermott said he would rec
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ommend to the President that
he name a study committee to
concentrate on Appalachian
problems and work closely with
the AppalachianGovernors' Con-
ference. The committee would
include federal officials, he said.

Combs said the floods in Ken-
tucky caused at least $75 million
dollars in damages. Of this, a
total of $27, 672, 000 was to roads
and streets and bridges, he said.

Red Cross spends
$11, 557 here
for flood relief
The American Red Cross has

spent a total of $11,557.25 for
flood relief to Letcher County
residents, Red Cross workers saia
today.

So far 204 families have regis-
tered for aid, and another 40
applications are expected. The
last day to apply will be Mon-
day, April 1.

F. J. Castle, director of the '

Red Cross's disaster operation
in Letcher County, said he was
unable to determine yet how
much longer he will need to re-
main here.

SBA opens office
here for loans
to flood victims

The Small Business Adminis-
tration this week opened an of-

fice in the Letcher County court-
house to accept applications for
loans from victims of the recent
flood.

The office will be open each
Tuesday from 9 a. m. to 4 p.
m. until further notice. JohnS.
Ernspiker, loan specialist from
SBA's Louisville office, will be

(Continued on Page 20)

MOUNTAIN PARKWAY

43 Miles Open . . . More To Come.
B5Xl? NA.R CAMPTON, part of work now under way on the 33-mi- le sectionof the Mountain Parkway from Campton to Salyersville, shows terrain the two-lan- e

modern highway overcomes. Additional lanes for passing on hills and con-
trolled access are provided. At left is part of the 43-mi- le multi-lan- e section now
in use between Winchester and Campton. Under construction now on the toll-fre- e

access road from Salyersville to Pikeville is a new four-lan- e bridge over theBig Sandy River and four miles of this highway near Prestonsburg. On the
toll-fre- e access road from Campton to Whitesburg by way of Jackson and Haz-
ard, 6.8 miles have been completed and 1.8 miles are under construction betweenJackson and Van Cleve.


