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NBA

ORLANDO, Fla. — His nick-
name is the Human Pogo Stick
and Utah’s Jeremy Evans set out
to put some bounce back into the
Slam Dunk Contest at the NBA’s
All-Star Saturday night festivi-
ties.

Evans, a Western Kentucky
University product who got into
the competition as a replacement
for injured New York guard Iman
Shumpert, earned 29 percent of 3
million text message votes cast
by fans.

This was the first year that
fans had total control of voting, a
major tweak from past competi-
tions.

Evans earned the win over
Houston’s Chase Budinger, Indi-
ana’s Paul George and Minneso-
ta’s Derrick Williams.

Evans dunked with a camera
on his head, dunked two basket-
balls while jumping over a seated
assistant and then donned a Karl
Malone jersey while dunking
over mailman-dressed comedian
Kevin Hart.

This year’s contest lasted
three rounds, but the four partici-
pants had only two minutes per
round to complete a single dunk.

Minnesota forward Kevin
Love won the 3-point Shootout.

Love was consistent through-
out, but had to survive a tiebreak-
er in the first round and sweat out
the last few shots from Oklahoma
City’s Kevin Durant to pull out
the 17-14 victory in the final.

The dunk contest was criti-
cized by some for its lack of star
power.

Miami’s LeBron James was
asked why he never competed in
the dunk contest.

“That’s not me,” James said.
“I’m not a dunk contest kind of
guy. I’m an in-game kind of dunk-
er. I kind of improvise during the
game. I’m not for scoreboards
and all that kind of stuff.”

However, James did open the
door to competing if the contest
were a winner-take-all.

“Wouldn’t you?” he asked.

Lin closer to sneaker line
Jeremy Lin is one step closer

to having his own sneaker line.
Nike started selling Lin-themed
sneakers on its website this
weekend to capitalize on the
Knicks point guard’s unprece-
dented rise from obscurity to
worldwide phenomenon.

Priced at $130, the Nike Zoom
Hyperfuse Low iD basketball
shoe is blue and orange — just
like the Knicks colors — and is
the shoe that Lin has been wear-
ing this season.

Fans can customize the sneak-
ers for color, size and to add Lin’s
name on the tongue top.

“We used the power of the
Nike iD process to create this
Nike Zoom Hyperfuse Low iD for
Jeremy and celebrate his first ap-
pearance at this weekend for the
game’s elite,” Nike spokesman
Brian Strong said Saturday.
“Fans can utilize NIKEiD.com to
create and purchase this shoe or
other versions that include their
own design inspiration.”

Asked when Lin will have his
own line and when his shoes will
appear in stores, Strong said: “We
are not commenting on any spec-
ulation around future plans for
Jeremy.”

Lin made an appearance for
Foot Locker on Saturday at the
same Orlando mall that hosted
All-Stars Derrick Rose, Paul
Pierce and Russell Westbrook
this weekend.

Fans starting lining up at 9
a.m. for a chance to get an auto-
graphfromLin.Bythetimehear-
rived at 12:10 p.m. through a Saks
Fifth Avenue store, hundreds of
fans were lined up around a steel-
fenced area in the center of the
busy Florida Mall. He was wear-
ing a Linsanity T-shirt.

Happy Hunter halfway

Billy Hunter says he is
pleased with the state of affairs at
the halfway point of the com-
pressed NBA season.

The union leader says he is
waiting to see official revenue
figures from the league, but offi-
cials have indicated the players
will see higher numbers than ex-
pected.

Part of the reason, Hunter be-
lieves, is positive player stories
such as New York Knicks point
guard Jeremy Lin.

Still, he says the ultimate as-
sessment of how things have
turned out following the summer
labor strife will be how players
fare this offseason in free-agent
negotiations.

Magic moment came
20 years ago

Magic Johnson produced one
of the greatest, most inspiring
moments in All-Star Game histo-
ry 20 years ago in Orlando.

Just a few months after retir-
ing because he contracted HIV,
Johnson won the MVP with a 25-
point, nine-assist performance.
That was celebrated this week
with the All-Star Game back in
Orlando. Many of you probably
remember watching it, seeing
Magic hit those threes late in the
game and his ever-present smile
brightening up your television
screen and downtown Orlando.

”I think it had a great impact
on the world,“ Johnson said. ”The
way I played and performed let
people know that I could still play.
... ‘OK, Magic is back. He can
play. He’s OK. Yeah, you can play
against him. Nothing’s going to
happen.’ Those type of things.

“So it did a lot for the world. It
did a lot for HIV and AIDS all at
the same time. It did a lot for peo-
ple dealing with not just HIV but
anything else, ... and it was great
therapy for me.”

ALL-STAR WEEKEND

WKU’s Evans makes most
of spot in dunk contest
From combined news services

Utah’s Jeremy Evans completes a double dunk over teammate Gordon
Hayward en route to victory Saturday night. BOB DONNAN/US PRESSWIRE

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L Pct GB L10 Str
Phila. 20 14 .588 — 3-7 L-5
New York 17 18 .486 31⁄2 7-3 L-1
Boston 15 17 .69 4 3-7 L-5
Toronto 10 23 .303 91⁄2 3-7 W-1
New Jersey 10 25 .286 101⁄2 2-8 L-1

Southeast Division
W L Pct GB L10 Str

Miami 27 7 .794 — 9-1 W-8
Orlando 22 13 .629 51⁄2 6-4 L-1
Atlanta 20 14 .588 7 4-6 W-1
Washington 7 26 .212 191⁄2 3-7 L-4
Charlotte 4 28 .129 22 1-9 L-2

Central Division
W L Pct GB L10 Str

Chicago 27 8 .771 — 8-2 W-2
Indiana 21 12 .636 5 5-5 W-4
Cleveland 13 18 .419 12 5-5 L-1
Milwaukee 13 20 .394 13 3-7 L-2
Detroit 11 24 .314 16 6-4 L-2

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W L Pct GB L10 Str
San Antonio 24 10 .706 — 9-1 W-1
Dallas 21 13 .618 3 7-3 L-1
Houston 20 14 .588 4 7-3 W-3
Memphis 19 15 .559 5 7-3 W-1
New Orleans 8 25 .242 151⁄2 4-6 W-1

Northwest Division
W L Pct GB L10 Str

Okla. City 27 7 .794 — 8-2 W-5
Portland 18 16 .529 9 4-6 W-1
Denver 18 17 .514 91⁄2 3-7 L-2
Minnesota 17 17 .500 10 5-5 W-1
Utah 15 17 .469 11 2-8 L-3

Pacific Division
W L Pct GB L10 Str

L.A. Clippers 20 11 .645 — 6-4 W-1
L.A. Lakers 20 14 .588 11⁄2 6-4 L-1
Golden State 13 17 .433 61⁄2 5-5 W-2
Phoenix 14 20 .412 71⁄2 4-6 L-1
Sacramento 11 22 .333 10 3-7 W-1

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Saturday’s games
No games scheduled

Sunday’s game
All-Star Game, 8
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KICK A FEW TIRES.
Louisville New Car Show.

February 24th - 26th. Kentucky Exposition Center.
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