
Arts Insider www.courier-journal.com/arts

KY

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 26, 2012 I-3

Pyro Gallery has an upcoming exhibit of
photography by Jeffrey Skinner, a poet, writ-
er and playwright, in tandem with work by
his daughter, Laura Skinner, who earned her
master of fine arts degree and concentrated
on photography at Rhode Island School of
Design.

Jeffrey Skinner,
photographer

and writer

I discovered photography when I was in my teens, and that was my
way of expressing myself before I even discovered writing. It was actu-
ally an entryway in the art form I still do, but I still love photography.

Then when my daughter was about 13, she became interested, and so
we would talk about photographers — Duane Michaels, Robert Frank,
Helen Levitt — and she understood. It was a way that we could connect.

Back then, she thought she wanted to be a writer, too. But she went to
college and drifted into photography.

Now I’m thrilled about this exhibit, which concerns something we
both care deeply about. In her work, you can see implied narrative, and
she’s interested in people. Her work is evocative and provocative. I
think I too have some narrative in my work, although I think I’m more
interested in abstraction than she is.

The exhibit, “Night Music,” opens Thursday at Pyro Gallery, 624 W.
Main St., and runs through April 1. The opening reception is 5-9 p.m.
March 9. Information: (502) 587-0106 or visit www.pyrogallery.com.

What did you do to influence your
daughter’s interest in photography,

and how does your work differ?

{ plan it }
SUNDAY
Lewis Black: In God We
Rust. 7 p.m., Brown Theatre,
315 W. Broadway. $37.75-
$47.75. (502) 584-7777.
“A Musical Afternoon.”
With cellists Anne Richard-
son, Brooke Hicks, Anne
Monson and Bonnie Avery.
3:30 p.m., Bach Haus, 4607
Hanford Lane. Free; dona-
tions accepted.
MONDAY
University of Louisville
Chorus. 8 p.m., Comstock
Concert Hall, U of L
School of Music, First
Street and Brandeis
Avenue. Free.

WEDNESDAY
“Atomic Bombers.” Univer-
sity of Louisville Department
of Theatre Arts presents this
period drama/comedy about
a team of international phys-
icists racing to make an
atomic bomb during World
War II. Wednesday-Saturday,
8 p.m.; March 4, 3 and 8 p.m.,
Thrust Theatre, 2314 S.
Floyd St. $12, $10 for U of L
faculty and staff, $8 stu-
dents. (502) 852-6814.
Puscifer, Carina Round.
Part of the Conditions of
My Parole Tour. 7:30
p.m., Brown Theatre,
315 W. Broadway.
$39.50-$55. (502) 584-
7777.
THURSDAY
Paul York, cello. 8
p.m., Comstock Con-
cert Hall, University
of Louisville School of
Music, First Street
and Brandeis Avenue.
Free.

FRIDAY
“Fuddy Meers.” Claire, who
has a rare form of psycho-
genic amnesia that erases
her memory whenever she
goes to sleep, tries to deci-
pher her fractured life. Pre-
sented by Louisville Reper-
tory Company. Friday, 8 p.m.;
Saturday, 2 and 8
p.m.; Martin Experi-
mental Theater, 501
W. Main St. Ends
March 11. $16. (502)
584-7777.
SATURDAY
“Three Classic Fairy-
tales.” Presented by
Disney Live! Noon
and 3 p.m., Freedom
Hall, 937 Phillips
Lane. $19-$53. Park-
ing $8. (800) 745-
3000.
Jimmy Buffett, Cor-
al Reefer Band. 8
p.m., KFC Yum! Cen-
ter, 1 Arena Plaza.
Sold out.

NEXT SUNDAY
Johannes Moser, Orion
Weiss. Part of the Speed En-
dowed Concert Series. March
4, 3 p.m., Comstock Concert
Hall, University of Louisville
School of Music, First Street
and Brandeis Avenue.
Tickets available at the door.
$10; free for Speed members.

{ the first time}

Sarah Teeple Swain sings
righteous, red-hot rock ’n’ roll for
Louisville’s The Ladybirds, a
band of best friends (including a
husband, Jaxon) who have forged
their own path using the building
blocks of the music they love.
Here, she remembers what it was
like when the band began hitting
the road for the first time.

“In the summer of 2010, we
went up to Northern Indiana and
did an extended weekend of
small-town shows and made a
pretty great amount of money, so
we bought a van from Jaxon’s
brother. We left in a regular car
and went back in a tour van. We
named it White Thunder.

“That was the first time get-
ting out of our comfort zone and
out of our shell. Hitting the road
and playing to different people
definitely imparts a feeling of
freedom. It’s a laid-back vibe that
you don’t get at home as much.

“Now, it’s so exciting to pile in
the van, with all of the hope and
anticipation of what the shows
might be. Being in a van with
your four best friends, taking the
music that we worked so hard to
make and perfect to a new group
of people is pretty much the epit-
ome of excitement to us.

“But because we D.I.Y. it can
be kind of a mixed bag. Some-
times we’ve had some really odd
pairings, like with an acoustic
bluegrass band where there’s no
audience crossover. But there
have also been gigs in little col-
lege towns we’ve never heard of,
where people are going nuts,
asking for our autographs and
thinking we’re famous, so we’ve
definitely experienced the high-
est of highs, too.”

The Ladybirds perform March
31 at Zanzabar, 2100 S. Preston St.

Sarah Teeple Swain, rock singer

{ in defense of }

Adele’s taking a break

{ IQ }

{ obsession }

HBO canceled “Bored to
Death,” the detective/buddy com-
edy starring Jason Schwartzman,
Ted Danson and Zach Galifianakis,
at the end of last season. “Bored to
Death” was the work of Jonathan
Ames, a Brooklyn novelist (and the
namesake of Schwartzman’s char-
acter, a plucky but somewhat thick
unlicensed private eye).

That’s all the background you
need to appreciate Ames’ epic,
showstopping turn as an award
presenter for the Writers Guild
Awards last Sunday. The 11-minute
video is easy to find online.

In it, Ames approaches the
podium with a glass half-full of
prosecco, on which he promptly
admits to being drunk. He then
launches into a rambling and hilar-
iously lucid rant. He needles audi-
ence members, complains about
his show’s cancellation and rid-
icules the cue cards’ phonetic
spellings.

Ames’ monologue might not be
safe for work, but he’s (mostly) a
gentleman. And it’s sure to be
much more entertaining than
anything you’ll see on the Oscars
tonight.

— Matt Frassica,
The Courier-Journal

Novelist Ames’
performanceAdele told Vogue magazine that she’s

taking a leave of absence from music for
“four or five years” in order to concen-
trate on a relationship with a man she
intends to marry, a Simon Konecki. This
comes as her singing career is peaking in
the wake of winning six Grammys,
sweeping every major category in which
she was nominated.

More power to her. You want
a job that allows you the free-
dom to walk away whenever
you want, to focus on the
important stuff, but with the
assurance that you’ll be wel-
comed back. That’s the
dream, and you’d be foolish
to not take advantage.

I once tried to walk
away from a job selling
Levi’s at Bacon’s depart-
ment store, just

for a couple of weeks while I worked on
reaching “The Pit” level in “Wizard of
Wor” at the arcade, and Bacon’s did not
welcome me back. Just the opposite in
fact. I’m still baffled, as “Wizard of Wor”
was a pretty big deal to me.

Adele’s overwhelming success came
as a direct result of a failed

relationship, which she
then channeled into the

songs on last year’s
“21” album, so rela-
tionships are obvi-
ously important to
her. You go, girl,
literally. The
music business
isn’t going any-

where.
— Jeffrey

Lee Puckett,
The Courier-

Journal

❯❯ Maynard James
Keenan of the band
Pucifer, performing
Wednesday at the
Brown Theatre.

Jimmy Buffett performs Saturday at the
KFC Yum! Center.
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