
One of Crill Brown’s guilty pleasures is
to relax with a glass of bourbon on the
rocks — and generally he prefers

Maker’s Mark.
So when Brown and his wife, Judi, were

planning a trip to Florida to see their grand-
children, the couple from St. Louis said they
decidedtotakeafewdaysalongthewayand
stop at the sixbourbon distilleries that make
up Kentucky’s Bourbon Trail.

“I’m terribly glad we came,” Crill Brown
said recently as he sipped Woodford Re-
serve from a shot glass after taking his final
tour.“IlearnedalotherethatI’dneverheard
before.”

Hundreds of thousands of tourists visit
Kentucky distilleries every year. Last year,
the six distilleries that make up the Bourbon
Trail recorded more than 450,000 visits. And
theKentuckyDistillers’Associationreports
visits to the trail have been increasing by
about10percentto12percentannuallysince
itwasestablishedin1999.Thetrailwasstart-
edbythedistillers’associationaswaytopro-
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Distilleries on the Bourbon Trail
happy as tourism dollars pour in

BOURBON’S
IMPACT
An economic study re-
leased earlier this month in
Kentucky shows the impact
of bourbon on the state’s
economy. Some findings
from the study, conducted
by Dr. Paul Coomes, an
economist at the University
of Louisville, include:
» Tourists who visit all six
distilleries on the Bourbon
Trail spend about $737
each.
» In the past decade, jobs
from distilling grew 4
percent while the rest of
Kentucky’s manufacturing
base was shrinking.
» There are 4.7 million
barrels of bourbon aging
in Kentucky, the largest
inventory since the 1980s.
» 95 percent of the world’s
supply of bourbon comes
from Kentucky.

Woodford Reserve Bourbon Distillery tour guide Steve Binegar explains the barrel aging process to
visitors at the distillery. The barrels are kept in a warehouse with thick limestone walls and warm
temperatures. NINA N. GREIPEL/USA TODAY

By Jessie Halladay
jhalladay@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Market news on your cell
Go to courier-journal.com/mobile
for daily market news
or stock quotes.Business

KY

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 26, 2012

D1GAS COSTS

www.courier-journal.com/gas

Get prices for
individual gas stations
and post prices you
see around town at

HOW
MUCH

Apps give traditional
toys high-tech spin

Will adding a mobile app to
a traditional toy make it cool
enough to appeal to young
techies? Toy makers at Toy
Fair hope so. At the trade show
earlier this month, toy compa-
nies tried to win over retailers
— and ultimately kids — with
app-based toys that pair tradi-
tional toys with tech favorites
like iPhones and iPads.

Some examples:
» With the help of a gaming

app, Hasbro turns the iPad into
a spinner for the “Game of
Life” board game. When the
virtual spinner puts you in jail
or sends you to college, the
iPad connects to a site that
plays humorous clips depict-
ing how your new life might
look. The Game of Life:
zAPPed Edition for iPad costs
about $25. Other app-based
games in the works include
Battleship zAPPed for the iPad
and Monopoly zAPPed for the
iPad, iPhone and iPod Touch.

www.hasbro.com

» Don’t worry, mom. It’s OK
for Junior to run his Hot
Wheels Apptivity car across
your iPad screen. With the
help of a racing app, these spe-
cially designed Hot Wheels
cars interact with a virtual
track on the screen, and more
important, don’t leave behind
tire marks or scratches.

www.mattel.com

» A gaming app turns your
iPhone or iPod Touch into a
display for a LAZER TAG
Blaster game. The phone,
which fits in a secure slot on
the toy gun, keeps track of
your virtual hits and remain-
ing firepower and lets you
view your target before pull-
ing the trigger.

www.fisher-price.com

Here are some of the other
innovative tech items we saw:

Lace up your photos
The Knicks’ newest star

may not have his own pair of
sneakers (yet), but that doesn't
mean you can’t sport Jeremy
Lin’s image — or any other you
desire — on a pair of shoes.
With LaceTek Digital Laces,
you can show off your pictures
on what is essentially a digital
photo frame that attaches to
your shoelaces. Priced at
about $50, the package in-
cludes two display frames as
well as picture software and a
USB cable for downloading
images. Controls on each
frame let you display a picture
or slideshow.

www.lacetek.com

Draw in the dark
Lights out? You can keep

your creative juices flowing
with a Dual-Action Magic
Lightwand. Part of Techno
Source’s Glow Crazy Distance
Doodler kit, the wand uses la-
ser light technology to let kids
draw in the dark on special
“cling” canvasses more than
10 feet away. The laser light
also can be adjusted to design
up-close images with stencils
or create silhouettes.
www.technosourcehk.com

TECH BITS

WASHINGTON — Bank over-
draft fees drive me crazy. It’s just
wasted money. Sure, overdraft
protection is a good backup for
the times you miscalculate, but
sometimes the fees run into the
hundreds of dollars a month and
are the most burdensome on the
people least able to afford them.

Well, the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau intends to do
something about this. The bureau
is investigating banks’ overdraft
practices and their effect on con-
sumers’ finances.

If you have overdraft protec-
tion, your financial institution
will cover the transaction so your
check won’t bounce but will
charge you a fee. The average
overdraft fee ranged from $30 to
$35 in 2011 and has increased by
17 percent over the past five

years, according
to CFPB.

The bureau
wants to know
whether finan-
cial institutions
are employing
various methods
to increase the
likelihood that
its customers
are assessed an
overdraft fee.

“We are concerned that over-
draft practices employed by
some banks unnecessarily in-
crease consumer costs by mak-
ing it difficult to anticipate and
avoid fees,” Richard Cordray, di-
rector of the CFPB, said during a
town-hall meeting in New York
announcing the agency’s plan to
study overdraft protection.

Of particular concern to the
watchdog agency is how certain
customer transactions are proc-
essed. Some banks do not process
transactions, including the
checks you write, in the order in
which you make them. Instead
they collect the transactions
from a specified period, such as a
calendar day, and pay them from
the highest amount to the lowest
amount, Cordray said. Switching
the order can mean certain bills
such as a person’s mortgage or
student loan payment is paid. But
this reordering can also increase
the number of transactions that
trigger overdraft fees.

In addition to looking at how
transactions are processed, the
agency will be focusing on how
institutions are disclosing their
overdraft terms and whether
consumers are receiving mis-
leading marketing materials
about overdrafts.

Certainly people should be re-
sponsible with their checking ac-
counts. But there is no shortage
of horror stories. During the
town hall meeting, Sarah Ludwig,
founder and co-director of the
New York-based Neighborhood
Economic Development Advoca-
cy Project, provided a case exam-

Agency
cautions
banks
on fees
Practices raise
overdraft risk

Michelle
Singletary

See BANKS, Page D4

NEW YORK — The ritual of
spring cleaning can bring lots of
poetic benefits: spiritual renew-
al, charitable donations, a clutter-
free lifestyle.

But it also can be a way to save
money — and even make a dollar
or two.

Here’s how to get the biggest
bang for your buck out of this an-
nual ritual.

» A proper place: Your top
priority is to make a place for ev-
erything you own. No matter how
well you think you’ve catalogued

your clutter, it will cause you to
lose things — and that means you
waste money replacing them.
When you know exactly where to
find light bulbs or glue or tape or
checks, you won’t have to buy
more when you don’t need to.

“In essence, when you spring
clean, that equals money in your
pocket,” said Brenda Spangrud,
founder of Sorted Organizing
Products and Services in Arizo-
na. “Every client of mine who
cleans always finds unused gift
cards, uncashed checks left in a
pile somewhere.” Those kind of
things can add up.

» Sell it all: Craigslist, eBay,
Amazon and a raft of more spe-
cialized and local websites have
made it easier than ever to sell

Spring clean for fun and profit

Marilyn Whittaker cleans up her rose bushes in the back yard of the
home she shares with her husband, Ken, in Linwood, Mich. AP

Trash, treasure
await in clutter
By Mae Anderson
Associated Press

See SPRING CLEAN, Page D2

As part of the recent
deal to extend the pay-
roll tax cut, Congress
included provisions
that would allow states
to make big changes in
how unemployment
insurance works.
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MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter
Chris Otts at the Derby City
Cents blog,
www.courier-journal.com/
derbycitycents
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