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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

field. In one 155-minute stretch
the next season with the Hoo-
siers, however, Stemler had a
slump where he missed 14 con-
secutive 3-pointers.

“As a shooter when you’re
feeling good there are times
when it feels like everything
you throw up is going to go in,”
Stemler said. “When things go
the other way, you have to keep
the right frame of mind. Unfor-
tunately it’s not that easy. When-
ever there starts to be hesitation
and questioning of ‘Should I
shoot this or shouldn’t I shoot it?’
then there’s a problem.

“That’s where the confidence
comes into play and the only
way to have confidence is to get
in the gym and work through it.”

That’s one area where Wat-
ford and his teammates have a
big advantage. With IU’s Cook
Hall, the state-of-the-art prac-
tice facility, all IU players have
a 24-hour access pass where
they can get in and get up as
many shots as they want.

One thing all good shooters
have in common is a simple
mindset: They all believe that
their next shot is going to go in.

But what happens when it
doesn’t? What happens when
two misses in a row becomes
four, and then six and eight? All
of a sudden the shooting target
resembles an office waste bas-
ket instead of a basketball goal.

Indiana junior forward
Christian Watford can relate.
He has missed 13 shots in a row
over the last two games. In three
of his last five games, he has not
made a single field goal.

His coach, Tom Crean, isn’t
worried. He has seen Watford
connect on eight or more field
goals four times this season. He
has watched him knock down
big shots like the 3-pointer that
lifted IU over No. 1 Kentucky.
He said without Watford there’s
no way IU would have 21 wins at
this point in the season.

His teammates say the same
thing. Cody Zeller said Watford
is getting good shots and every-
one knows the shots will eventu-
ally fall. It’s just a matter of
time.

Dr. Chris Carr, coordinator
for Sport and Performance Psy-
chology at St Vincent Sports
Performance, said for shooters,
confidence plays a big role. Or
when you’re slumping, that lack
of confidence reigns supreme.

“If you start to lose confi-
dence in your performance,
you’re going to press or you’re
going to get tighter,” Carr said.
“And then from a physiological
standpoint your muscles get
tighter which impacts your bio-
mechanical movement. So your
shot feels more forced. The
whole bio-mechanics of the re-
lease is different which de-
creases performance.

“And then you start focusing
on the wrong things instead of
the right things.”

Lance Stemler played on Kel-
vin Sampson’s final two teams at
IU after playing junior college
basketball at Southwestern Illi-
nois College. In junior college,
he hit 56.3 percent from the

IU’s Watford hit with
coach despite misses
By Terry Hutchens
The Indianapolis Star

Terone Johnson scored a ca-
reer-high 22 points and Robbie
Hummel added 17 to help Pur-
due upset No. 11 Michigan 75-61
on Saturday night, handing the
Wolverines their first home loss
of the season in Ann Arbor.

Michigan (21-8, 11-5 Big Ten)
entered 15-0 at the Crisler Cen-
ter but couldn’t finish off the
third unbeaten home season in
school history. Trey Burke and
Zack Novak led the Wolverines
with 12 points each, while Tim
Hardaway Jr. had 10.

The Boilermakers (19-10, 9-7)
won for the fourth time in five
games, improving their postsea-
son resume.

Burke’s two free throws tied
the game at 40 with13:02 to play,
and the Boilermakers immedi-
ately turned the ball over. Jor-
dan Morgan’s basket gave Mich-
igan its first lead, but Purdue an-
swered with a 12-3 run to go up
52-45 with 6:30 left.

Michigan rallied, but John-
son answered with a three-point
play. Hummel then hit back-to-
back 3-pointers, and the Boiler-
makers led 61-51 with 3:31 left.

Another three-point play
from Johnson ended Michigan’s
dream of a16-0 home record and
perhaps a top-10 ranking going
into the Big Ten tournament.

The only drama left involved
the seniors. Novak, Michigan’s
popular captain, hit a 3-pointer
as his last act before coming out
to a large ovation. Corey Person,
a walk-on who spent four years
working on the scout team, then
hit the first two baskets of his
career.

Purdue led by 11 midway
through the first half. Burke fi-
nally got involved at that point,
and his seven points helped
Michigan pull within 32-28 at
halftime.

» No. 6 Michigan State 62,
Nebraska 34: Draymond Green
had 20 points and 10 rebounds to

help the Spartans (24-5, 13-3)
handle the visiting Cornhuskers
(12-15, 4-11) for their seventh
straight victory.

Michigan State, which led by
eight at halftime, turned the
game into a rout early in the sec-
ond half with a 13-0 run that put
the Spartans ahead 38-17.

» Northwestern 67, Penn
State 66: John Shurna made two
free throws with 2.6 seconds left
to give the Wildcats (17-11, 7-9)
the win on the road.

Tim Frazier’s long 3-pointer
at the buzzer fell short for the
Nittany Lions.

BIG TEN
Conf. All

Michigan State 13-3 24-5
Ohio State 11-4 23-5
Michigan 11-4 21-7
Wisconsin 9-6 20-8
Indiana 8-7 21-7
Purdue 8-7 18-10
Iowa 7-8 15-13
Northwestern 7-9 17-11
Minnesota 5-10 17-11
Illinois 5-10 16-12
Nebraska 4-12 12-15
Penn State 4-12 12-17

Saturday’s games
Purdue 74, Michigan 61
Michigan State 62, Nebraska 34
Northwestern 67, Penn State 66

Today’s games
Indiana at Minnesota, 1
Wisconsin at Ohio State, 4
Iowa at Illinois, 6

Tuesday, Feb. 28
Michigan State at Indiana, 7
Minnesota at Wisconsin, 8

Wednesday, Feb. 29
Penn State at Purdue, 6:30
Ohio State at Northwestern, 8:30
Iowa at Nebraska, 9

Thursday, March 1
Michigan at Illinois, 7

Saturday, March 3
Nebraska at Minnesota, 12:30
Northwestern at Iowa, 2:30

Sunday, March 4
Purdue at Indiana, 6
Michigan at Penn State, TBA
Ohio State at Michigan State, TBA
Illinois at Wisconsin, TBA

END REGULAR SEASON

BIG TEN

Purdue pins Michigan
with first home loss
Associated Press

NO. 23 INDIANA
AT MINNESOTA

Game time: 1 p.m. Site: Williams
Arena. Favorite: Pick ’em. Series: IU
leads, 93-66. Last meeting: Minneso-
ta won 77-74 on Jan. 12, 2012, Bloom-
ington, Ind. Television: ESPN. Radio:
WNDA 1570, WSLM-97.9.

No. 23 Indiana (21-7, 8-7)
Pos.-Player Ht. Yr.Rb. Pts.
F-Christian Watford 6-9 Jr. 5.3 11.6
C-Cody Zeller 6-11 Fr. 6.6 15.7
G-Victor Oladipo 6-5 So. 5.3 11.2
F-Will Sheehey 6-6 So. 2.1 8.6
G-Jordan Hulls 6-0 Jr. 2.6 11.1
Reserves – Verdell Jones III, G, 6-5, Sr.,
7.5; Derek Elston, F, 6-9, Jr., 5.1; Tom
Pritchard, F, 6-9, Sr., 1.5; Matt Roth, G,
6-3, Sr., 4.7; Daniel Moore, G, 5-10, Sr.,
0.1; Remy Abell, G, 6-4, Fr., 3.0; Austin
Etherington, F, 6-6, Fr., 1.5; Jeff How-
ard, F, 6-8, So., 0.3; Raphael Smith, G,
6-2, Fr., 0.3; Taylor Wayer, G, 5-11, So.,
0.2; Kori Barnett, F, 6-5, Sr., 0.6.

Minnesota (17-11, 5-10)
Pos.-Player Ht. Yr.Rb. Pts.
F-Rodney Williams 6-7 Jr. 5.4 11.0
C-Ralph Sampson III 6-11 Sr. 4.6 7.9
G-Julian Welch 6-3 Jr. 2.6 10.5
G-Austin Hollins 6-4 So. 2.5 8.6
G-Joe Coleman 6-4 Fr. 2.6 5.6
Reserves – Chip Armelin, G, 6-3, So.,
5.7; Andre Hollins, G, 6-1, Fr., 6.1; Oto
Osenieks, F, 6-8, Fr., 3.4; Elliott Eliason,
C, 6-11, Fr., 2.5.

BOWLING GREEN, Ky. — In
front of its largest home crowd of
the season, Western Kentucky
University scored its biggest vic-
tory of the season Saturday night.

WKU knocked off Middle Ten-
nessee 73-67 before a sellout Did-
dle Arena crowd of 7,326. It was a
somewhat stunning outcome con-
sidering the Hilltoppers (11-18,
7-9 Sun Belt) are at the end of one
of the worst seasons in school his-
tory. The Blue Raiders (25-5,
14-2), the conference champions,
might have suffered a death blow
to their NCAA Tournament at-
large bid chances.

WKU celebrated its regular-
season finale with a curtain call.
Ray Harper, coaching his second
game since being promoted from
interim to permanent coach,
grabbed the microphone and told
the crowd that “Diddle Arena is
alive.”

He then channeled The Car-
penters by announcing “We’ve
Only Just Begun.”

“I’ve always done that in the
last game of the season,” Harper
said. “I was heading to the locker
room and someone said, ‘The fans
are still here.’ I thought, ‘Why
not?’ They deserved a thank you.
They’ve been there. They’re ter-
rific. ... This is the Diddle Arena
that I remember as a kid and as a
player. I know that was a long
time ago. I wanted them to know
how much I appreciate it.”

The Hilltoppers will enter the
conference tournament Saturday
with the difficult task of trying to
win four games in four days.
They will be the No. 7 seed, avoid-
ing a potential rematch with top
seed Middle Tennessee until the
title game March 6 in Hot
Springs, Ark.

“Our regular season is over,
and now it’s postseason time,”
said WKU guard Kahlil McDon-
ald, the team’s lone senior. “It’s
time to get that ring. That’s the
main focus right now. I just want
to thank the fans. This is momen-
tum going into the postseason. We
need that.”

You could analyze this one
several ways, especially since
WKU trailed 10-0 and 13-2 and
won despite allowing Middle Ten-
nessee to shoot 54 percent. The
Hilltoppers won because they
made free throws (21 of 24) and
the Blue Raiders (9 of 18) didn’t.

WKU used a 10-0 run to open
the second half to take a 40-33
lead and led by as many 64-53
with 4:43 left. The Blue Raiders
closed within 69-67 with 22 sec-
onds left, but freshman guard
Derrick Gordon made a pair of
free throws with 19.5 seconds
left. After a missed Middle Ten-
nessee jumper, McDonald scored
a breakaway layup with less than
a second left for the final score.

“They shot a great percentage
(from the line), said Middle Ten-
nessee coach Kermit Davis.
“They made free throws down
the stretch and deserved to win.”

WKU had four players score

in double figures, led by fresh-
man guard T.J. Price’s 13 points
off the bench and 12 from junior
center Teeng Akol. McDonald, in
his final game at Diddle Arena,
started and had 10 points.

The junior college transfer
has helped his team go 5-3 down
the stretch. That’s a big lift for a
program that started the season
5-11, prompting the firing of
coach Ken McDonald.

Saturday’s victory guarantees
that WKU will not suffer the first
20-loss season in school history. It
also gives the youthful Hilltop-
pers a boost going into the Sun
Belt Tournament.

“I’m excited about next
week,” McDonald said. “I’m
ready to go.”

Middle Tennessee was led by
LaRon Dendy (18 points, seven
rebounds).

Michael Grant can be reached at
(502) 582-4069.

WKU 73, MIDDLE TENNESSEE 67

Western scores big
upset in home finale
By Michael Grant
mgrant@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

SUN BELT
East Conf. All
Middle Tenn. 14-2 25-5
South Alabama 8-8 16-11
Florida Atlantic 7-9 11-18
W. Kentucky 7-9 11-18
Florida Intl. 5-11 8-20
Troy 5-11 10-17

West Conf. All
Ark.-Little Rock 12-4 15-15
Denver 10-5 20-8
La.-Lafayette 10-6 16-14
North Texas 9-6 16-12
Arkansas St. 6-10 12-19
La.-Monroe 2-14 3-26

x-late game not included.
Saturday’s games

W. Kentucky 73, Middle Tennessee 67
Troy 83, Florida Atlantic 82
Florida International 81, S. Alabama 74
Ark.-Little Rock 62, Arkansas State 60
La.-Monroe 78, La.-Lafayette 60

Today’s game
North Texas at Denver, 3

END REGULAR SEASON

Kansas and Missouri kept
their storied rivalry alive just a
little bit longer. And Tyshawn
Taylor and Thomas Robinson
made it a memorable ending for
Kansas.

Robinson kept the game going
with a three-point play in the clos-
ing seconds of regulation, and
Taylor’s two free throws with 8.3
seconds left in overtime gave the
fourth-ranked Jayhawks an 87-86
home victory over No. 3 Missouri
on Saturday in their final sched-
uled regular-season matchup.

The Tigers, who blew a 19-
point second-half lead, never got
a potential winning shot off in the
closing seconds. They will head
off to the Southeastern Confer-
ence next season with a bitter
taste in their mouths.

Robinson finished with 28
points and 12 rebounds for Kan-
sas (24-5,14-2), which wrapped up
at least a share of its eighth
straight Big 12 title.

Taylor added 24 points, seven
in overtime.

Marcus Denmon led Missouri
(25-4, 12-4) with 28 points. Ricar-
do Ratliffe finished with 22.

» No. 7 North Carolina 54,
Virginia 51: Tyler Zeller scored

20 points, including a critical
dunk with 13.3 seconds left and
the shot clock winding down, and
the visiting Tar Heels swept the
season series.

John Henson added 15 points,
including 11 in the second half, as
the Tar Heels (25-4, 12-2) kept
pace with No. 5 Duke for first
place in the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference.

Jontel Evans had13 points and
Joe Harris added 12 for Virginia
(21-7, 8-6), which played much of
the game with leading scorer and
ACC player of the year candidate
Mike Scott in foul trouble.

Scott scored just six points,
more than 11 below his average,
and missed 10 of 13 shots.

» No. 5 Duke 70, Virginia
Tech 65, OT: Austin Rivers scored
23 points, Seth Curry added 19
and visiting Blue Devils won.

Miles Plumlee added 15 re-
bounds and two free throws with
9.6 seconds left for the Blue Dev-
ils (25-4, 12-2), who made 6 of 8
foul shots in the final minute of
OT to win their sixth straight and
remain atop the Atlantic Coast
Conference standings.

Dorenzo Hudson, one of three
players with 16 points for the Ho-
kies (15-14, 4-10), pulled them to
64-63 with a deep jumper with
1:19 left in overtime.

Mason Plumlee’s free throw
with 51.1 seconds left made it a
two-point game, and had a hand in

Hudson’s face during his jumper
that would have tied it.

» No. 13 Baylor 70, Oklaho-
ma 60: Pierre Jackson scored 18
points, including the tiebreaking
3-pointer that started Baylor’s
game-deciding spurt, and the
Bears won at home.

The game was tied for the12th
time before Jackson’s 3 put the
Bears (24-5, 11-5 Big 12) up 49-46
with 10:48 left.

That also started a 13-2 run
that was capped by consecutive
3-pointers by Brady Heslip, who
had 16 points.

Oklahoma (14-14, 4-12) led 34-
31 at halftime.

» No. 21 UNLV 68, Air Force
58: Chace Stanback scored 21
points to lead the host Runnin’
Rebels victory at home. He
passed UNLV great Reggie n the
school’s all-time scoring list.

Stanback scored 13 points in
the first half while UNLV (24-6,
8-4 Mountain West) kept Air
Force from stringing together
points.

» No. 19 Wichita State 81,
Drake 58: Ben Smith scored 18
points to lead a balanced offense
and help the host Shockers win.

Wichita State (26-4, 16-2 Mis-
souri Valley) had already
clinched the Missouri Valley
championship entering Saturday,
but celebrated its first title since
2006 with a victory to complete a
16-2 season.

MEN’S TOP 25

Missouri guard Michael Dixon holds his head while Kansas guard Travis Releford waves a towel in
celebration of Saturday’s 87-86 overtime victory in Lawrence, Kan. ORLIN WAGNER/AP

Kansas beats Missouri in OT
UNC, Duke match
victories in the ACC
Associated Press
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