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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

snaring rebounds that seemed
impossibly out of his reach —
and added some new tricks. He
caught the ball at the top of the
key and blew past a defender for
a left-handed scoop shot off the
glass. He sank a hook shot, a
turnaround jumper and an 18-
footer, all at critical moments.

“Seemed like every time they
needed to do something, Davis
got it done for them,” Commo-
dores coach Kevin Stallings said.
“He was spectacular.”

He wasn’t alone. Miller, the
senior guard who has lately
earned the nickname Mr. Clutch,
did it again. He scored all nine of
his points in the final 10 minutes
and sealed the win when he
broke Vanderbilt’s full-court
press in the final 50 seconds and
rifled a floor-length pass to Ter-
rence Jones for a clinching dunk.

This all followed a sluggish
start and a 37-36 halftime deficit
for the Wildcats (28-1, 14-0 SEC) .
Coach John Calipari was irritat-
ed with his team’s early effort.
The recent debate over whether
his young team needs a loss be-
fore the NCAA Tournament ap-
parently fresh in his mind, Cali-
pari admitted afterward he al-
most threw up his hands.

“I looked at my staff and I
said, ‘You know, I’d like to let this
one go, the way they started, to
prove a point. I’m about to let this
one go,’ ” he said. “And then I
said, ‘I can’t. I just don’t have that
in me.’ Believe me, I said it to my
staff, because you’ve got to learn
a lesson from it. But their will to
win, their ability to execute
down the stretch and defend and
take everything up a notch, is
pretty amazing.”

Davis quickly erased the def-
icit after halftime, grabbing an
offensive rebound and draining
a hook shot on UK’s first posses-
sion, then slamming in a miss on

the next trip. The Wildcats
scored the first six points of the
second half and never trailed
again. Whenever Vanderbilt
(20-9, 9-5) drew close, either Da-
vis or Miller delivered.

Miller’s first points came with
9:59 to go, after the Commodores
had closed within 55-54. His jum-
per in the lane ignited an11-2 run
in which Davis had a steal that
led to a Jones dunk and swatted a
3-point try by Jeffery Taylor,
who hit 4 of 9 threes and scored
18 points.

Miller scored seven points in
that outburst, draining a 3-point-
er and dropping in a layup to
make it 66-56 with 7:47 to go.

The Commodores had one
more push. They scored nine
straight points, keyed by back-
to-back threes from John Jen-
kins, who scored a team-high 19,
and trailed 66-65 with 4:22 re-

maining. Then the Dores locked
down the Cats on defense, leav-
ing point guard Marquis Teague
dribbling desperately, searching
for an opening as the shot clock
ticked down.

He finally found Davis post-
ing up with his back to the bas-
ket. Davis caught it, elevated and
spun to face the rim in the same
move, sinking a fade-away as the
buzzer sounded to give UK some
breathing room.

“I’ve been holding him back,”
Calipari joked when asked about
Davis’ recent offensive evolu-
tion. “I’m trying to get him to
stay in school another year.”

Teague bounced back from a
brutal start — three turnovers,
no assists and no points in the
first 3:36 earned him a trip to the
bench — to put up 16 points, six
assists, four rebounds, one turn-
over and a steal in his final 34

minutes on the court.
But this was the Miller and

Davis show. Miller drove and
banked a floater off the glass
with 2:03 left to give the Cats a
seven-point lead. Davis dropped
jaws by burying a jumper from
just inside the arc to push the
lead back to seven with 1:06 left.

“He’s just a monster,” said
classmate Michael Kidd-Gil-
christ, who had eight points,
eight rebounds, three assists, a
block and a steal in 29 minutes
before fouling out.

The scary thing is that Davis
and his team keep growing.
There was hardly a celebration
for clinching the SEC regular-
season title Saturday.

“It’s a great honor,” Davis
said, “but we’re not trying to stop
here.”

Kyle Tucker can be reached at (502)
582-4361.
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Darius Miller,
looking to pass
this time, scored
seven of his nine
points during an
11-2 run that
finally put the
Wildcats in
command with
less than eight
minutes to go.

Michael Kidd-Gilchrist (14) and Terrence Jones double-team Vanderbilt’s Lance Goulbourne. Jones had 12 points and six rebounds, and
Kidd-Gilchrist contributed eight of each. PHOTOS BY AMY WALLOT/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

christ did after the victory.
“I think it’s just phenomenal,

with Anthony Davis and Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist, to have two 18-
year-old kids come into a pro-
gram in this day and age that
aren’t really self-centered,”
Chapman said.

“The integrity and the char-
acter with which they play the
game of basketball, night in and
night out, as young players, at
this place, it’s amazing. I’m
floored. They’re not mugging for
the cameras. Neither seems to be
concerned with how many points
they’re scoring. That’s pretty
unique.”

Credit Chapman with a sharp
read of the situation after Ken-
tucky secured the regular-sea-
son Southeastern Conference ti-
tle and moved to 28-1overall. Da-
vis scored the most selfless 28
points I’ve seen anybody score
this season – getting to 28 on 11
field-goal attempts.

Beware: The kid is starting to
trust his 15-foot jump shot – and
if you crowd him he’s going
around you and dunking. Davis is
6 feet10 but can play as if he’s 6-3
or 7-1. That’s National Player of
the Year material.

But the 11 rebounds, five
blocks and two steals that Davis
sprinkled into his performance
won’t furrow as many opposing
brows as what Kidd-Gilchrist
did. Credit UK’s other powerful
freshman with eight points,

eight rebounds, three assists and
one declaration that many peo-
ple will question.

Kidd-Gilchrist said that he is
not leaving this program until he
has graduated – then he won-
dered why his comment inspired
a round of laughter.

“I’m graduating here,” Kidd-
Gilchrist said. “I’m not going no-
where. I’m staying at Kentucky.”

Those are the three sentences
the produced the laughter – and
then this sharp response from

the freshman.
“I’m dead serious,” he said. “I

don’t know why y’all laughing.”
The laughter was inspired by

the reality that five freshmen in
the past two years have left this
program after playing one sea-
son. The consensus is that Kidd-
Gilchrist would be selected in
the first10 picks of the 2012 NBA
draft if he moved in that direc-
tion.

You won’t shake one word
about June or the NBA out of
Kidd-Gilchrist. But ask him
about Selection Sunday and the
basketball coming in March, and
he becomes a chatterbox.

“That’s why I came to Ken-
tucky,” he said. “I love the pres-
sure. I love the pressure. And
just a team like this – an amazing
team like this – that’s why I came
to Kentucky.

“I can’t wait. I can’t wait till
March because that’s just one of
my dreams. That’s been one of
my dreams.”

Spoken like a guy who talks
the same way he plays – like an
upperclassmen.

Reach Rick Bozich at (502) 582-4650
or rbozich@courier-journal.com, and
read his blog and previous columns,
at www.courier-journal.com/bozich.
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Freshmen Anthony Davis, left, and Michael Kidd-Gilchrist huddle with
Darius Miller, facing camera, and coach John Calipari. UK legend Rex
Chapman had high praise for the freshmen. AMY WALLOT/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

Freshman Kentavious Cald-
well-Pope scored 18 points, Ger-
ald Robinson added 15 and host
Georgia snapped No. 12 Florida’s
three-game winning streak with a
76-62 victory Saturday.

The Gators, who never led in
the game, trailed by double digits
most of the second half. They
whittled the lead to five points on
Kenny Boynton’s 3-pointer with
1:53 remaining.

Georgia (13-15, 4-10 Southeast-
ern Conference) scored the next
six points as Dustin Ware and
Donte’ Williams both made two
free throws and Caldwell-Pope
followed with a breakaway dunk
to make it 73-62.

Florida (22-7, 10-4) is second,
one game ahead of Vanderbilt in
the SEC. Bradley Beal scored 19
points for the Gators, who close
the regular season next week at
Vanderbilt and at home against
No. 1 Kentucky

Florida had won 10 of 12 over-
all and had taken of 15 of 17
against Georgia, including three
straight.

» Mississippi 72, LSU 48: Ter-
rance Henry scored 21 points,
Nick Williams added 18 and the
host Rebels snapped a three-
game losing streak.

Henry, a 6-foot-9 senior, be-
came the 33rd player in Ole Miss
history to score 1,000 career
points. He had one of his better
games of the season against the
Tigers, making 7 of 12 shots from
the field.

Ole Miss (16-12, 6-8) never
trailed, leading 34-24 at halftime
before pulling away in the second
half.

It was a crushing loss for LSU
(17-11, 7-7), which had played its
way into the NCAA Tournament
conversation with a four-game
winning streak. But the Tigers
had a terrible offensive game,
shooting just 31 percent (18 of 58)
from the field.

» Arkansas 77, Auburn 71:
Rickey Scott scored 22 points and
Arkansas picked up its first road
win in nine tries this season, beat-
ing Auburn.

Mardracus Wade added 18
points for the Razorbacks (18-11,
6-8), who trailed by as many as 17
points in the first half. B.J. Young
and Brandon Mitchell each
scored 10.

Allen Payne and Frankie Sulli-
van each had15 points for Auburn
(14-14, 4-10).

» Alabama 67, Mississippi
State 50: Levi Randolph scored a
career-high18 points and the host
Crimson Tide welcomed JaMy-
chal Green back from suspension
with a dominant second half.

The Crimson Tide (19-9, 8-6)
has won six of eight games and
weathered a storm of off-the-
court troubles. Green, one of four
players to serve a suspension the
past couple of weeks, returned
after four games to score nine
points.

The Bulldogs (19-10, 6-8) have
lost five straight.

» Tennessee 73, South Caro-
lina 64: Trae Golden had 21points
and Jordon McRae added 16
points and eight rebounds to lead
the Volunteers on the road.

Tennessee (16-13, 8-6) never
trailed and shot 52.2 percent (24
of 46), becoming the seventh SEC
team to shoot 50 percent or better
this season against the Game-
cocks.

The Gamecocks (10-18, 2-12)
are guaranteed the worst record
in the SEC.

SEC

Georgia
stops
Florida
win streak
Associated Press

SOUTHEASTERN
Conf. All

Kentucky 14-0 28-1
Florida 10-4 22-7
Vanderbilt 9-5 20-9
Alabama 8-6 19-9
Tennessee 8-6 16-13
LSU 7-7 17-11
Mississippi 6-8 16-12
Arkansas 6-8 18-11
Mississippi St. 6-8 19-10
Auburn 4-10 14-14
Georgia 4-10 13-15
S. Carolina 2-12 10-18
x-Late game not included.

Saturday, Feb. 25
Kentucky 83, Vanderbilt 74
Mississippi 72, LSU 48
Arkansas 77, Auburn 71
Florida 76 Georgia 62
Alabama 67, Mississippi State 50
Tennessee 73, South Carolina 64

VANDERBILT 74
Player min fg fga ft fta rb to a pf tp
Ezeli 31 5 10 5 6 6 3 1 2 15
Tinsley 28 1 5 4 5 0 1 1 0 7
Goulbourne 35 4 10 3 4 6 1 1 4 11
Jenkins 34 6 18 2 3 2 1 1 1 18
Taylor 38 8 16 1 5 9 1 0 2 19
Johnson 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0
Fuller 0+ 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Parker 10 2 3 0 0 0 0 1 3 4
Tech-
iengang

8 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 0

Odom 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Team 6
Totals 200 26 63 15 23 29 7 7 18 74

KENTUCKY 83
Player min fg fga ft fta rb to a pf tp
Jones 23 5 7 2 2 6 1 0 5 12
Kidd-
Gilchrist

29 4 10 0 0 8 1 3 5 8

Davis 37 10 11 8 9 11 1 0 2 28
Lamb 37 4 7 0 0 1 1 0 1 9
Teague 38 5 12 6 7 4 4 6 1 16
Miller 33 4 9 0 0 3 1 2 3 9
Vargas 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 1
Wiltjer 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Team 4
Totals 200 32 56 17 20 37 9 11 18 83

Halftime — Vanderbilt 37-36
3-point goals — Vaderbilt 7-18 (Tinsley 1-3, Jenkins 4-9,

Taylor 2-5, Parker 0-1) Kentucky 2-10 (Kidd-Gilchrist 0-1, Lamb
1-3, Teague 0-2, Miller 1-4)

Shooting percentage — Vanderbilt 41.3, Kentucky 57.1
Steals — Vanderbilt 6 (Tinsley 1, Goulbourne 4, Taylor 1)

Kentucky 5 (Jones 1, Kidd-Gilchrist 1, Davis 2, Teague 1)
Blocked shots —Vanderbilt 6 (Tinsley 1, Goulbourne 4,

Taylor 1) Kentucky 8 (Jones 2, Kidd-Gilchrist 1, Davis 5)
Attendance — 24,388
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