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 All ads must 
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 For more information call Shorty at
 (859) 336-3716.

Patriots clawed by Bears, dampened by RedStorm
SCC Sports 
Information

The St. Catharine 
embarked on a two-game 
road trip last week, and 
returned with two losses 
to their season’s ledger. 
Thursday they fell to 
West Virginia Tech in a 
non-conference game, and 
Saturday they were edged 
by Rio Grande in a Mid-
South Conference battle.

The two losses left J.T. 
Burton’s team with an 
overall record of 10-10 
and a conference slate of 
6-5. And, while the con-
ference record is not spar-
kling, the Patriots are 
still very much in conten-
tion, as MSC teams con-
tinue to beat up on each 
other. St. Catharine is 
just one game behind sec-
ond place Lindsey Wilson 
(7-4), and two-and-one-half 
games behind first place 
Georgetown (9-3).

The Patriots return 
home this week for two 
conference games. On 
Thursday they play UVA-
Wise (8-11, 5-7) at 8 p.m., 
and Saturday they take on 
defending national cham-
pion Pikeville (15-8, 7-5) in 
a 4 p.m. start.

West Virginia Tech

In the non-conference 
game Thursday at West 
Virginia Tech, the Patriots 
fell behind by nine points 
at halftime, and that is 
exactly where the game 
ended as the Bears pre-
vailed 78-69.

The loss came despite 
a hot-shooting second half 
as the Patriots made 12 
of 22 for 54.5 percent. But 
they shot only 47 percent 
(7-15) from the foul line 
after intermission, and 54 
percent overall, while the 
Bears sank 76 percent (16-
21) of their charity tosses.
Kashiff Carr led four 
Patriots in double-figures 
with 15 points. Melo Smith 
and Delonte Taylor had 11 
points and Stefan Pope 
added 10.

The Bears, 15-7, held a 
45-30 rebounding advan-
tage, including 16 caroms 
on the offensive boards. 
Travis Wilkins led St. 
Catharine in rebounding 
with eight.

Rio Grande

The final score will show 
that St. Catharine lost by 
one point Saturday at the 
University of Rio Grande 

in Mid-South Conference 
basketball. But the 70-69 
verdict wasn’t really that 
close as the Patriots con-
nected on two late treys, 
including one at the buzz-
er, to account for the final 
margin.

The RedStorm (12-12, 
3-7) took the lead for good 
at 60-59 with 3:50 to play 
on a jumper by Jermaine 
Warmack. They built 
that lead to 69-63 before 
Brandon Johnson’s two 
late bombs made the final 
score close. 

The contest was close 
throughout, as there were 
seven ties and 15 lead 
changes. The Patriots (10-
10, 6-5) led 39-37 at the 
half.

St. Catharine shot 41 
percent for the game, but 
only 37 percent in the sec-
ond half on 10-27 from the 
field. They were 7-22 from 
three-point range and 
made 14-of-22 free throw 
attempts.

The RedStorm had sim-
ilar numbers in all areas. 
They hit 43 percent from 
the field, including 3-for-
18 from behind the arc. 
They made 14-of-22 free 
throws. Both teams had 41 
rebounds and the Patriots 
had 18 turnovers to Rio’s 
17.

DeShawn Mitchell led 
four Patriots in double-
figures with 20 points. 

Melo Smith added 13 
and Stephan Pope had 11 
points, with a game-high 

10 rebounds, and Johnson 
had 10 points.

DeShawn Mitchell 20 points and six rebounds in Saturday’s loss at Rio Grande.
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SCC softball returns 
key players in 2012

SCC Sports 
Information

As she returns for 
her eighth season at the 
helm of the St. Catharine 
College softball program, 
Holly Smith will also have 
the luxury of many players 
returning, as well. A total 
of 12 players, including 
seven starters, will be back 
from last year’s team that 
compiled a 15-28 overall 
record and a 6-18 mark in 
the Mid-South Conference.

“One of our strengths is 
the fact that our upper-
classmen have made tre-
mendous leaps and are 
stepping up the way upper-
classmen should,” said 
Smith. “In turn, we have 
already had some freshmen 
step up and follow that 
leadership.”

Two pitchers who 
accounted for nine of last 
year’s wins are among the 
dozen returnees. Ashley 
Cardenas, a senior who was 
5-8 last season, and junior 
Ashley Hardin (4-9), will 
log most of the innings 
on the mound. They will 
pick up the innings left by 
Megan Beecham, who was 
3-6 as a sophomore but did 
not return this season.

The Patriots must also 
fill a void behind the plate 
left by Erika Adwell, 
another sophomore last 
season who did not return 
for her junior year. Smith 
said she expects that catch-
ing position to be held 
down by freshman Taylor 
Eastridge.

“Felicia (Smith, assis-
tant coach) has worked 
with Taylor every single 
day and she has really 
shown improvement,” 
added Smith.

Probably the toughest 
loss to overcome will be at 
first base, where Justine 
Paddock started for the 
last four years. Paddock, 
first team all-conference 
last season, led the MSC 
with a .444 average.  She 
also led the team in RBI’s 
with 42.

“Filling her shoes will 
be hard, but freshman 
Krystal Cammuse has 
already shown that she 
has the potential to be a 
phenomenal player at first 
base. She will also be one 
of our starting pitchers,” 
Smith stated. “When she is 
pitching (freshman) Carrie 

Wilkerson will be playing 
first base.”

Up the middle will 
be returnees Morgan 
Whobrey at second base 
and Hagan Goldey at 
shortstop. Goldey, a junior, 
was second on last year’s 
team in batting with a 
.364 average and Whobrey, 
a sophomore, anchored 
the middle defense with a 
fielding average over .900.

After a solid freshman 
season that saw her bat .284, 
Taylor Steff will return 
at third base. Cammuse 
may also see some time at 
the hot corner along with 
Wilkerson.

More experience 
returns to the Patriot out-
field where senior Kasie 
Prather (.345 last season) 
will be back in center 
field.  Chelcie Rein (.336), 
a junior, will be back in 
right field, while left field 
playing time will be shared 
by Hardin, senior Laura 
Mattingly and freshman 
Brandi Hood.

Adding depth to the 
pitching corps will be 
senior Amber Matteoli, 
who sat out the entire 2011 
season and much of 2010 
with an arm injury. As a 
healthy starter in 2009, 
Matteoli won 14 games for 
the Patriots with a 3.30 
ERA. 

Freshman Shelbi 
Thornhill will also see 
some time at first base, and 
sophomore Jaimie Mullins 
(second base) will add expe-
rience to the St. Catharine 
infield. 

“I am encouraged that 
we are not only playing 
like a team but we act and 
look like a team,” Smith 
said. “One of the biggest 
reasons for that is Taylor 
Davidson (a sophomore 
infielder), who is one of 
our biggest leaders. Taylor 
may see little varsity time, 
but she will dress for every 
game simply due to the fact 
that she molds our team 
together in the way she 
motivates and in her posi-
tive attitude.”

Smith continued, “We 
are very excited about the 
upcoming season. The play-
ers are enthused and the 
team chemistry is better 
than in the past few years. 
I am fully confident that 
we will compete this season 
against a schedule that is 
the toughest since I have 
been here.”

ond half. The Patriots 
were 67 percent (6-9) from 
the foul line before the 
intermission but just 2-9 
in the second half.

Meanwhile, the 
RedStorm (16-8, 5-5) 
turned things around in 
just the opposite way. They 
shot 33 percent in the first 
half but 54 percent in the 
second 20 minutes. They 
were 1-6 from behind the 
arc in the first period but 

shot 50 percent (3-6) after 
halftime. Rio was 17-22 
from the foul line in the 
second half after making 
7-of-12 in the first half.

The teams each col-
lected 25 rebounds and 
each had trouble control-
ling the ball, St. Catharine 
with 26 turnovers and Rio 
with 25.

Rianne Hofstraat 
led the Patriots with 15 
points that included three 
three-point goals in seven 
attempts. Reilly Poirier 
had 13 points and Courtney 
Milam 11.

Kasei Evans had 27 points and nine rebounds in Thursday’s 
win over West Virginia Tech.
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