
My friend Dave just killed
a buck in Ohio. This time
however, instead of waiting
on the big one, he arrowed
one that had a lot to be de-
sired. It was an older buck
with one antler that had been
broken off and the other one
that looked as if each point
had been worn down to the
nub. The body of the deer was
big as is typical in Ohio, but
the wear and tear of many
years of fighting had taken its
toll on the rest of its features. 

Dave had seen the deer
earlier in the year and knew
that it was very territorial. It
was as if this once proud
monarch had been given a

few small acres and was will-
ing to fight with great and
small to protect it from any
and all comers. Dave was
proud of his trophy because it
reminded him of his own bat-
tle scars that he had taken
lately. It reminded him of how
he too had been beaten up and
may not look like the spiritual
trophy that many expect. I
suspect these may be his
greatest spiritual days.

You see, the truth is, our
greatest days are not when we
are in our physical prime or
even when we feel as if we
are on top of the world. They
are not when we look like a
spiritual monarch or even

when we seem to be reaching
the most. Our greatest days
come after many of our nubs
are worn off. They are when
our distinguishing character-
istics are not beauty marks
but battle scars. They are
when our greatest pleasure is
not from a victory but from
the fact we have simply
fought a good fight. It is what
makes us real and “realness”
is what the world needs to
see. A children’s story called
The Velveteen Rabbit, written
in 1922 by Margery Williams,
best illustrates this. They are
in the nursery and the toy rab-
bit in the story is asking the
skin horse about becoming

real. Here’s how the story
continues. 

“Does it happen all at
once, like being wound up,”
he asked, “or bit by bit?” “It
doesn’t happen all at once,”
said the Skin Horse. “You be-
come. It takes a long time.
That’s why it doesn’t happen
often to people who break
easily, or have sharp edges,
or who have to be carefully
kept. Generally, by the time
you are Real, most of your
hair has been loved off, and
your eyes drop out and you
get loose in the joints and
very shabby. But these things
don’t matter at all, because
once you are Real you can’t
be ugly, except to people who
don’t understand.” 

The buck that Dave took
the other night was the most
beautiful deer in the woods,
because Dave understood.  

Living within boundaries

Animals are not people and
people are not animals, but we
can learn a lot about ourselves by
observing how families of ani-
mals interact with one another.
Animals have boundaries and a
pecking order and they live, sur-
vive and thrive by living within
them. If animal families did not
live according to the rules of na-
ture that God set up for them they
would soon be extinct by having
destroyed themselves from
within.

Take a pride of lions for ex-
ample. They are made of mostly a
group of female lionesses. They

will be three or four generations
of females, but each one knows
their place. They work together to
bring down their prey and then
they all eat side by side without
trying to kill each other and they
all watch out for the young and
share in the protection of their
young. There can be only one
large dominate male and he
knows his place, too. He eats
what they kill and follows the fe-
males around as they make most
of the decisions of day to day ac-
tions. After they have all eaten
their fill, they lie down together
and lick one another clean of
blood and meat scraps and every-
one is content until the next time

they must eat. By living this way,
they can raise young ones year
after year and keep healthy, happy
lions on the earth.

If on the other hand they re-
fused to help each other by bring-
ing down their prey, they and
their babies would soon starve to
death. Again, if at feeding time
they spent all their time and en-
ergy fighting among themselves,
they would injure one another
with their bites and claws and
while they were constantly fight-
ing each other, they wouldn’t no-
tice the jackal’s, buzzards and
other thieves eating up their food
that they could have enjoyed.
This kind of inter fighting would
soon destroy a great and power-
ful pride of lions or any other type

of family in the natural world.
This same picture of life or

death can be applied to mankind.
Oh, what a sad and miserable

picture it is if we, as people of
God, destroy ourselves, our fam-
ilies, our churches, our countries
and our world from within. Our
evil speaking, our selfishness, our
accusations, our unforgiveness,
our fighting, our lies, our anger,
our bitterness, our drunkenness,
and our dirty low down sneaky
hypocrisy will destroy everything
that is good if we don’t stop.
Wake up before it is too late.
Some things never return once
they are gone. Let’s love, honor
and respect our fellow man while
we still can.

Jesus is the Prince of Peace
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INSPIRATION

SAY WHAT?
by Phillip M. Hazelwood

Seeking His Pr   sencee

This past week was a very emotion-
ally charged week for me and as I re-
counted the disturbing circumstances
with a friend, I learned that she had a ter-
rible week, as well. I turned on a Chris-
tian television program that evening and
the preacher was saying the very same
thing about his week. Three other people
came to me with very similar problems
this week.  To be honest, it made me feel
a little better to know it was a universal
attack. I suspect that many of you had a
tough couple of weeks, as well. 

Why were so many of us feeling so
desperate and out-of-balance? With all
the excitement and busyness of the sea-
son, perhaps we failed to pray as much
as we should OR was Satan mad that
Jesus was getting so much attention so
he attacked His children? I don’t know,
but I do know a lot of people have been
under severe attack lately. 

When you feel like your world has
turned upside down, it’s not pleasant.
What I said wouldn’t happen, did hap-
pen, and I was left feeling defenseless.  I
felt like I was paying the price for prob-
lems in other people’s lives and I was to-
tally caught off guard. I’m an organized
person and I don’t like having no op-

tions, but when an
emergency occurs
that’s just the way it is.
You deal with it.

Hurt and very disap-
pointed, I was devas-
tated at first. I think
that’s how we all feel
when we are left with
no options. You’re up
against a wall and there
is only one solution
...and it’s not in your
favor. I knew the solu-
tion, but it wasn’t the
solution I wanted. Like
Elijah, I needed a per-
sonal encounter with
God. 

Not knowing what to
do or how to handle the
situation, I took the day
off to be alone. I
needed to pray and
think. As you know,

when you’re really upset, it’s not always
easy to think straight. I remember pray-
ing, “Lord, I’ve gone through worse
times before, but I can’t think of one
Bible verse to claim in this situation.”

Finally, I just asked the Holy Spirit to
do in me what I couldn’t do. 

You know what?  About that time, I
turned on the car radio and heard a
preacher say, “When God is molding us,
it’s never comfortable. Give Him time
and He will bring you through.”  He said
it’s when we run from God’s molding
that we run straight into more trouble.

After feeling sorry for myself for
hours, I asked the Holy Spirit to help me
walk through this in a way that honors
God. I began to thank God, not for the
trial, but for the fact that He would bring
me out on top. In Deuteronomy 28, God
promises to make his children the head
and not the tail. He said we would be
above only and not beneath. Bible verses
came back to my mind and I held onto
the promises of God’s shelter and provi-
sion.

Through thankfulness to God, feelings
began to soften in me and I realized God
was the same God He was the day be-

fore. He was able to bring me through
this trial victorious. Have you noticed, in
the middle of a fiery trial, Satan tries to
muddle our mind and keep us focused on
the problem? As long as I focused on the
problem, I was defeated. When I focused
on God’s shelter, peace returned to my
mind.

Even though I knew God was my
strength, I didn’t have the strength to
apply the Word until I took time to be
alone and consider what God’s Word
said about His power to keep me. Peace
came when I rested in His strength and
thought about the fact that my life is in
His hands and whatever happens to me,
God is in control and knows exactly
what’s going on.

It’s when I got quiet and asked the
Holy Spirit to do what I couldn’t do, that
I could hear the whisper of the Master’s
voice gently speaking to my spirit, “This
is the way. Walk ye in it” (Isaiah 30:21).
I still didn’t want to do it, but I knew I
had to do what the Word says if I was to
come out of this trial the winner.

In one of the most amazing Bible sto-
ries, Elijah called fire down from heaven
and burned up the sacrifice, the wood,
the altar made of stones, 12 barrels of
water and the Bible says the fire even
licked up the dust. (I Kings 18:31-39).
After that great victory, the very next day
in a sudden free fall, Elijah moved from
extreme connection with God to a place
of deep depression and isolation. Sitting
by the brook, sad and alone, he needed
God to intercept his fall. I felt like Eli-
jah. I knew if God helped Elijah, He
could help me.

In hard times, it’s necessary to get
away with God and let the Holy Spirit do
the healing. When everything is dumped
on you all at once; when you’ve lost the
balance in your life and everything
seems disjointed, let the Holy Spirit pour
the peace of God over you like only He
can. His peace is the only real peace.

When you experience an
unexpected free-fall

Got questions? 

Email them to tleneave@ky-news.com

270-442-7389

Teresa A. LeNeave
tleneave@ky-news.com
www.seekinghispresence.org

INDULGENCE -
REALLY?

Sally Burgess,
Forefront Families LLC

We hear the term ‘indul-
gence’ bandied around a lot,
but I don’t think we realize
that there are many forms in
which it comes.  We usually
think of indulgence in rela-
tion to spoiling children by
giving them way more stuff
than they can possibly ap-
preciate.  

I am constantly as-
tounded at the number of
gifts that children get for
Christmas and birthdays.  I
recall walking into a
friend’s home one Christ-
mas and, without a of word
of a lie, the living-room
floor was covered with
Christmas gifts - approxi-
mately four feet out, and all
the way around the tree.  All
of these gifts were for four
adults and two children.  I
was absolutely appalled by
the ridiculous amount of
money that must have been
spent on so few people.

There are many reasons
why parents spend exces-
sively.  Some spend money
in the mistaken belief that
they are keeping their kids
‘happy’.  Many bow to pres-
sure when their child says,
“That’s not fair!”  John’s
parents bought him a new
bike so I want one just like
it.”  It is the ‘keeping up
with the Joneses’ ploy.
Some parents try to create
happiness by buying stuff
for their kids to compensate
for their own guilt, or per-
haps because of a marriage
breakup or lack of time
spent with them.  In the case
of the Christmas tree story
above, I am sure our friends
were compensating for the
fact that they had recently
lost a son and their means of
dealing with their grief was
to lavish all their attention
and money on the one
daughter they had left –
which then extended to all
the family.  

One parent told me that
he was going to spoil his kid
rotten in compensation for
the fact that he (the father)
was given very little in his
life.  Here’s the outcome of
that theory.  Spoil your kids
rotten and you’ll get rotten
kids.  Pity the school when
that child arrives! 

Some parents may over-
compensate in other ways
e.g. when one parent is in-
dulgent the other often be-
comes the disciplinarian.  It
is very easy to want to
‘love’ the child, but not
want to appear ‘mean’ by
providing structure and dis-
cipline.  Guess what?  

Kids want structure and
discipline!

Making excuses for your
child’s inappropriate or neg-
ative behavior by saying
such things as, “Oh, well!
Boys will be boys”, or,
“Isn’t that cute?” is indul-
gent.  In doing so, the child
grows up being unaware of
what appropriate social be-
havior is.  Giving in to kids’
whining is indulgent.  Al-
lowing children to be disre-
spectful is indulgent.
Sticking up for them when
they are wrong is indulgent.  

When my husband was a
principal, a number of par-
ents over the years came to
the school yelling and
cussing him out in front of
their child without dis-
cussing the problem or even
wanting to know the
teacher’s side of the story.
Even when it was proven
the child was actually
wrong, parents would often
slam their way out of the
school in anger.  What was
this type of behavior teach-
ing their child?  What the
parent was actually saying
was, “This is how you deal
with authority!”  It’s the sort
of indulgent behavior that
has disastrous outcomes for
the child.

Shielding a child from
taking responsibility for
his/her own actions is indul-
gent.  We counseled a fam-
ily whose son totaled four
vehicles in quick succes-
sion.  The parents kept re-
placing them.  The teenager
suffered no consequences
for his own recklessness.

Indulging your children
masks a number of issues.
‘Stuff’ does not bring last-
ing happiness.  Neither does
it replace what children re-
ally need, which is quality
AND quantity time with
parents.  Being showered
with lots of toys tends to
lower the toys’ value and
kids will be less inclined to
look after them.  Giving in
only changes the authority
base from parent to child.
Children will disrespect a
parent who gives in.  Kids
want boundaries and clear
expectations.  Excusing
negative behavior or stick-
ing up for your children
when they are wrong does
not teach them the true
meaning of right and wrong
.

Not requiring your chil-
dren to do chores around the
house is a form of indul-
gence.  When children are
not required to help with
family chores they can get
the feeling that the world re-
volves around them and
they usually acquire a self-
ish attitude.  They do not de-
velop an appreciation for
team effort.  When they
have not been taught how to
do chores, they are ill pre-
pared for the real world
when they leave home.  

Indulgence has no posi-
tive outcomes.  It gives a
distorted view of life.  It cre-
ates unreasonable expecta-
tions that those outside of
the family cannot match.  It
does not prepare children
for a healthy, balanced life
ahead.  One cure for indul-
gence is learning to say
‘NO’.  It is teaching chil-
dren that not all their wants
will be met, or that some
things will not be approved
because they are not aligned
with the family’s chosen
and agreed upon values.  

If you have any questions
or comments on this sub-
ject, please contact us
through our website at
www.forefrontfamilies.org.
Check out our blogsite also
at www.blogspot.com/fore-
frontfamilies
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