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Alabama back
Richardson ready
to carry NFL load

BY CLIFF BRUNT

AP SPORTS WRITER

INDIANAPOLIS — Ala-
bama running back Trent
Richardson deals with
everything the same way —
head on.

That goes for linebackers,
interview questions and the
perception that running
backs are no longer as im-
portant as they once were.

Few running backs have
been drafted early in recent
years as the league has
shifted to a running back-by-
committee approach with
specialists. The 225-pound
Richardson believes he’s the
every-down back who can
take the position back to the
way they used to be.

“We’re getting pounded
every down,” he said Friday
at the NFL combine. “Every-
body needs a running back
and everybody’s got to use
that running back. The value
of  a running back is not the
same, and it’s crazy to us.”

The only running back
chosen in the first round last
year was Richardson’s for-
mer Alabama teammate,
Mark Ingram. In 2010, C.J.
Spiller, Ryan Mathews and
Jahvid Best were taken in the
first round. Three backs were
taken in the first round in
2009, down from five in 2008.

Then again, few backs in
recent years have had
Richardson’s combination
of  speed, power and thirst
for contact. Richardson, con-
sidered the top back in this
year’s class, ran for 1,679
yards and 21 touchdowns
last season and was a Heis-
man Trophy finalist. He also
caught 29 passes for 338
yards and three more scores.

All those things have
given Richardson a rare
level of  confidence. Well be-
fore the draft, he’s already
talking about clashing with
Baltimore Ravens line-
backer Ray Lewis.

“It’s a mindset thing,” he
said. “I’m not saying that
Ray Lewis is not going to
take me out, but when it
comes down to it, we’ll have
to see each other in the hole.
I love Uncle Ray to death. I
know he’s going to try to
bring all the contact he can
and he’s going to try to beat
me up in the hole. But why
would you stand down?”

Richardson says it’s more
than physical tools that set
him apart. He enjoys block-
ing and watching film, im-
portant things that aren’t
nearly as popular as carry-
ing the ball.

“Not to be cocky or any-
thing, I work on my game
every day,” he said. “Even if
it’s not physical stuff, I work
in the classroom, running
plays, learning formations
or learning the defensive
line, learning what the line-
backer’s doing.”

As far as his speed,
Richardson said numbers
don’t matter.

“I’ve never been caught
from behind,” he said. “Peo-
ple who want to question
my speed, look at the tape.”

Richardson feels there
would be no need to replace
him with a specialist at any
time because he can do it all.

“When it comes to play-
ing football, I can say look
at each game, any game you
want to and just really try
to find a negative,” he said.
“A lot of  people try to find a
negative, anything, in your
game. It ain’t too many neg-
atives I have out there.”

Richardson grew up
watching Minnesota
Vikings running back
Adrian Peterson and wants
to be like him as a pro.

“Adrian Peterson’s not
coming off  the field when
it’s third down or when it’s
fourth-and-1,” Richardson
said. “They’re giving him
that ball.”

Richardson has Ingram
to thank for helping him
reach his current position.
In 2010, Ingram ran for 875
yards and Richardson ran
for 700. The previous year,
Ingram ran for 1,658 yards
and 17 touchdowns and
won the Heisman Trophy
while Richardson posted a
respectable 751 yards and
added eight touchdowns.

“I was always his biggest
critic, he was always my
biggest critic,” Richardson
said. “When it comes down
to it, it’s all a lot of  love, and
we’re just being competitive
and being football players.”

Richardson has only fond
memories of  platooning
with Ingram.

“Mark did a tremendous
job, and it was an honor
just playing with that dude
there,” Richardson said.
“That man, he was amaz-
ing, what he did at Ala-
bama. Trying to fill in his
shoes was big on me. It was
a lot of  pressure. At the
same time, I just had to put
that giant on my shoulder
and just run with it.”

Richardson can’t run right
now. A recent minor surgery
on his left knee has pre-
vented him from fully par-
ticipating in the combine.
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BY MICHAEL MAROT

AP SPORTS WRITER

INDIANAPOLIS — A poster
hanging outside Lucas Oil Sta-
dium still bears the image of
Peyton Manning.

Inside the house Manning
built, the discussion is all about
his successor.

On Friday, Andrew Luck and
Robert Griffin III finally got a
chance to start making their
pitches to be this year’s No. 1
draft pick and supplant Manning
as the face of  the Colts’ franchise
though neither is ready to push
him aside yet.

“Peyton was my hero growing
up, he was my football hero, he’s
who I modeled myself  after in
high school and middle school.
You never truly replace a guy like
that,” Luck said at the NFL’s scout-
ing combine. “If  I had the oppor-

tunity to learn from a guy like
that, of  course you’re going to take
advantage of  that, absolutely.”

One of  the top two quarterbacks
in this year’s draft may not have a
choice about whether he plays or
sits in 2012.

After going a
league-worst 2-14,
the Colts won the
lottery ticket for
the Andrew Luck
sweepstakes, and
team owner Jim
Irsay has already
said he intends to
use the No. 1 over-
all pick on Indy’s
next big franchise quarterback.

Presumably, that quarterback’s
portrait will wind up on the wall
of  the same venue both are ex-
pected to participate in some of
Sunday’s workouts.

Who will it be?

Luck met with Colts quarter-
back coach Clyde Christensen on
Thursday night and will undoubt-
edly see more of  the Colts staff
this weekend. Griffin has already
met with Philadelphia and has
meetings scheduled with Kansas
City and Cleveland, a team that
may be looking to swap picks with
St. Louis to take Griffin.

Coaches and general managers
believe Luck, like Manning in 1998,
is the more polished prospect.

“He (Luck) has got a great
start,” said Texans coach Gary
Kubiak, who was been watching
Luck since his high school days.
“He’s been coached very well. The
system he’s been running is very
similar to what most of  the people
do in pro football. He’s doing a lot
of  stuff  at the line of  scrimmage.
He has a good chance to be a
great, great player in this league.”

Griffin, the Heisman Trophy

winner, is believed to have more
upside, just like Ryan Leaf, who
went second in the ‘98 draft.

And with scouting reports on
Griffin steadily improving, the
biggest concern heading into the

combine was
Griffin’s height.
Some worried the
quarterback who
was listed at 6-
foot-4 in high
school and 6-2 at
Baylor, was actu-
ally shorter.

Griffin ended
any speculation
about the incredi-

ble shrinking quarterback by
measuring in at 6-2 3/8, 223
pounds — a point he made three
times during a 15-minute ques-
tion-and-answer session with re-
porters.

“Cam (Newton) is a bigger guy,

6-5, 240 and I’m 6-2 3/8 and 223,”
Griffin said, drawing laughter.
“I’m not going to let that one go.”

This year’s crop of  quarterbacks
is an intriguing mix of  talent.

There’s quarterback-turned-re-
ceiver-turned-quarterback Ryan
Tannehill from Texas A&M.
There’s Wisconsin’s Russell Wilson
and 28-year-old Brandon Weeden,
who have already been drafted —
by Major League Baseball teams.
There’s Kirk Cousins from Michi-
gan State, the undersized Kellen
Moore from Boise State and little
known Patrick Witt from Yale.

Then, of  course, there’s Luck,
considered the most NFL ready
quarterback since Manning, and
the rapidly-rising Griffin.

Most believe that barring any
unknown medical issues, Luck
will go No. 1 to Indianapolis and
Griffin could go No. 2 if  the Rams
trade the pick.
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Former Alabama running back Trent Richardson runs for yardage during
the first half of the BCS national championship game against LSU last
month in New Orleans.

Luck, Griffin III get chance to meet with NFL scouts

Luck Griffin III


