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Thoughts to live by on 
Easter and every day

Meltdown with Keith Olbermann

Throughout our area — as in the rest of the world — 
people will gather Sunday to commemorate the holi-
est of occasions for Christians, the crucifiction and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is a time for reflection, 
renewal and rebirth, and a time to reaffirm our faith.

As we pause to celebrate this most 
holy of events, may we offer our read-
ers the reflection of others on Easter:

The resurrection gives my life meaning and 
direction and the opportunity to start over no 
matter what my circumstances. — Robert Flatt

Easter says you can put truth in a grave, but 
it won’t stay there. — Clarence W. Hall

The joyful news that He is risen does not change 
the contemporary world. Still before us lie work, 
discipline, sacrifice. But the fact of Easter gives us 
the spiritual power to do the work, accept the disci-
pline, and make the sacrifice. — Henry Knox Sherrill

Easter is the demonstration of God that life is es-
sentially spiritual and timeless. — Charles M. Crowe

Let every man and woman count himself im-
mortal. Let him catch the revelation of Jesus in 
his resurrection. Let him say not merely, “Christ 
is risen,” but “I shall rise.” — Phillips Brooks

On Easter Day the veil between time and eter-
nity thins to gossamer.— Douglas Horton

Easter spells out beauty, the rare beau-
ty of new life. — S.D. Gordon

Easter is not a time for groping through dusty, 
musty tomes or tombs to disprove spontane-
ous generation or even to prove life eternal. It 
is a day to fan the ashes of dead hope, a day to 
banish doubts and seek the slopes where the 
sun is rising, to revel in the faith which trans-
ports us out of ourselves and the dead past into 
the vast and inviting unknown.— Author un-
known, as quoted in the Lewiston Tribune

Where man sees but withered leaves, God sees 
sweet flowers growing. — Albert Laighton

He takes men out of time and makes them 
feel eternity. — Ralph Waldo Emerson

For I remember it is Easter morn,
And life and love and peace are all new 

born. — Alice Freeman Palmer

Thou art the Sun of other days.
They shine by giving back the rays. — John 

Keble, The Christian Year: Easter Days

See the land, her Easter keeping,
Rises as her Maker rose.
Seeds, so long in darkness sleeping,
Burst at last from winter snows.
Earth with heaven above re-

joices... — Charles Kingsley

‘Twas Easter-Sunday. The full-blossomed trees
Filled all the air with fragrance and with joy. — 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, Spanish Student

Once more to new creation Awake,
and death gainsay,
For death is swallowed up of life,
And Christ is risen today 

— George Newell Lovejoy

Let the resurrection joy lift us from loneli-
ness and weakness and despair to strength and 
beauty and happiness. — Floyd W. Tomkins

There is not room for Death,
Nor atom that his might could render void:
Thou — Thou art Being and Breath,
And what Thou art may never be de-

stroyed. — Emily Bronte

And he departed from our sight that we might 
return to our heart, and there find Him. For He de-
parted, and behold, He is here. — St. Augustine

The story of Easter is the story of God’s wonder-
ful window of divine surprise. — Carl Knudsen

Our Lord has written the promise of the 
resurrection, not in books alone, but in ev-
ery leaf in spring-time. — Martin Luther

Easter tells us that life is to be interpreted not 
simply in terms of things but in terms of ideals.
— Charles M. Crowe

God expects from men something more than 
at such times, and that it were much to be wished 
for the credit of their religion as well as the sat-
isfaction of their conscience that their Easter 
devotions would in some measure come up to 
their Easter dress. — Robert South, Sermons

There was only one way for the mar-
riage between Keith Olbermann and Al 
Gore to end: in acrimony and, very likely, 
in court.

Olbermann, the former ESPN, Fox 
Sports Net and MSNBC (twice) anchor, 
is now a former Current TV anchor. He is 
to anchoring gigs what Zsa Zsa Gabor is 
to marriage. The left-wing commentator 
joined the network started by the left-
wing former vice president in an arrange-
ment that both conceived of as a way to 
stick it to The Man, particularly The Man 
who runs The Corporate Media.

Olbermann gushed upon his hiring 
that Current would offer “news that is 
produced independently of corporate 
interference,” in a “model truth-seeking 
entity.” Gore bragged about his network’s 
ability to give Olbermann an “indepen-
dent platform and freedom.” It turns out 
that both might have benefited from the 
discipline of a harsh corporate overlord, 
since Olbermann didn’t always show up 
for work and Gore couldn’t keep the lights 
on in Olbermann’s studio.

First as tragedy, then as farce doesn’t 
quite capture the history of Olbermann’s 
serial dismissals and poisonous exits. It’s 
farce over and over again. If Olbermann 
were to join Wayne and Garth as a co-host 
of “Wayne’s World” on the local public-
access channel in Aurora, Ill., it wouldn’t 
be long before Olbermann denounced 
Wayne’s taste in heavy metal, complained 
about Garth’s inordinate airtime and quit 
to start his own show with the public-
access channel up the road in DeKalb.

Olbermann is the termagant of the left, 
whose on-air biliousness is apparently 
not an act. He gives limousine liberals a 
bad name, since the stereotypical repre-
sentative of the breed is at least satisfied 
with his car and his driver. According to 
published reports, Olbermann kept com-
plaining about the car services contracted 
to ferry him to work to issue populist jer-
emiads in favor of Occupy Wall Street.

Olbermann had a contract for $50 mil-
lion over five years, a confirmation of the 
axiom that no matter how much someone 
derides corporate greed, he wants to make 
as much money as possible, ideally for 

as little effort as possible. Current had 
trouble getting Olbermann to show up to 
do coverage on election nights despite his 
status as the network’s “chief news of-
ficer.”

Although that was a little like being 
designated a rear admiral in the Swiss 
navy. Calling Current TV a network is an 
insult to networks that people know how 
to find on their TVs. Current could broad-
cast the Super Bowl and it would be half-
time before people could track it down 
with their remotes — if, that is, their cable 
systems carried it at all.

Olbermann must have thought that he 
was Edward R. Murrow — the legendary 
CBS newsman whose signature sign-off 
he aped — trapped in the body of a local 
newscaster in a very minor media mar-
ket. He had a million viewers at MSNBC. 
At Current, he had 100,000 in the key 
25-to-54 demographic last summer, be-
fore dwindling to 30,000, according to 
The Daily Beast. He probably could have 
reached as many people standing on a 
soapbox at Times Square on any given 
night, without having to sweat Current’s 
amateurish production values.

Now it’s all over but the litigation and 
revenge: Current fired Olbermann, and 
Olbermann is ready to sue Current and 
expose Al Gore’s alleged outrages against 
decency. It’s hard to see what Gore did to 
deserve the storm of toxicity Olbermann 
is about to bring down on his head. Ex-
cept, of course, he did hire Keith Olber-
mann.

The ill-fated adventure was always 
misconceived. Corporate media doesn’t 
need to be countered by the likes of Cur-
rent. The big, bad corporations give us 
the entire monochromatic media gamut, 
from the thinly disguised biases of the 
broadcast networks to the nightly pro-
gressive ululating on MSNBC. Current 
isn’t a breakthrough, it’s a redundancy. 
And now it has the same angry former an-
chor as corporate-owned MSNBC. Good 
night and good luck.

(Rich Lowry can be reached via e-mail: 
comments.lowry@nationalreview.com)

POLITICAL COMMENTARY

First as trag-
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serial dismiss-
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farce over and 
over again.

BEWARE OF PROTESTORS

There was a group in Maysville yesterday who was passing 
out their literature lambasting our President, Obama. I am 
not sure this is legal. Did they get a permit to do this from 
the police or city? If this is allowed they will be back and 
bring their friends with them. Beware.

PARADE IS IN ORDER

I think the city, county or Chamber of Commerce should 
do something special such as a parade to honor Darius Mill-
er with his accomplishments.

TO TAG OR NOT TO TAG

Do the post office vehicles have to have tags? I saw one 
driving up U.S. 68 with no tags.

NASTY POLITICS? REALLY?

Journalists seem to think that Romney will become nasty 
in his attacks this fall. How could he get worse? He has been 
attacking for the last six months. We need to beware of a 
man who is buying his way through to the presidency.

USEFUL INFORMATION

It is pretty sad to think of the people who really need pain 
killers and then those who abuse the use of them will jeop-
ardize the ability of people to get these prescriptions. The 
article today was enlightening.

The Comment Line is 606-564-4045. A tape recorder is 
used to record messages. Please speak slowly and clearly and 
keep background noises low. It is not necessary to leave your 
name in order to participate in the Comment Line, however 
we ask that callers not dominate the medium. The Ledger 
Independent reserves the right to edit comments for libel, ob-
scenities or other inappropriate material.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear editor,
Because the office of the mayor of the city of Vanceburg 

and myself personally have been mentioned prominently in 
reference to an Open Meetings issue involving the appoint-
ment of a Buffalo Trace Area Development District Board 
member, I feel it is appropriate to respond to these allega-
tions.

In addition to mayors and county judges in the Buffalo 
Trace area, citizen members make up an important part of 
the Buffalo Trace Board. Citizen members are nominated 
by the mayors and judges in their respective counties. If the 
county judge and mayor disagree on a citizen nominee, then 
the nominees proposed are voted on by the board member-
ship. Judge Massie and I are members of the board who are 
entitled to vote. I attended the February 21 meeting where 
the vote on the citizen board member was conducted; Judge 
Massie elected not to attend the meeting.

Judge Massie made written allegations that the Buffalo 
Trace Area Development District Board improperly conduct-
ed the Feb. 21 meeting. The citizen member nominated by 
Judge Massie to the board was not elected. The citizen mem-
ber I nominated was elected to the board. After his complaint 
to the Buffalo Trace Board, Mr. Massie appealed to the Office 
of the Attorney General, making a number of complaints of 
alleged violations of the Kentucky Open Meeting Law.

Despite the numerous complaints and allegations by Mr. 
Massie, the only fault found by Attorney Amy Bensenhaver 
of the Attorney General’s Office was that the election of 
the citizen board member should not have been conducted 
by paper ballot, but presumably by a voice vote or a roll call 
vote. No one has suggested that a voice vote would have 
changed the outcome of the vote. Technically, however, the 
Attorney General’s decision says the paper ballot is not the 
proper procedure to conduct the vote.

The paper ballot form of voting on board members at the 
Buffalo Trace ADD has apparently been a custom for many 
years. I assume the custom of paper ballot voting will now 
be changed. There is no other real affect of the Attorney 
General’s findings, unless the Board decides to re-vote for 
the candidates by voice or roll call vote.

It is not my intent to minimize any alleged violation of the 
open meeting law. But it should be clear that the Attorney 
General did not in any way personally implicate any member 
of the board of any violation of the law.

Sincerely,
Todd Ruckel — Mayor of Vanceburg

HOW YOU SEE IT

VOTING BY PAPER BALLOT TRADITIONAL IN BTADD

“Governor Romney, who is the front-runner on the 
Republican side, has embraced. He said the budget 
was marvelous. And when you go through this budget, 
the vision that it portrays is of an America where ev-
erybody is fending for themselves.” — President Barack 
Obama telling supporters at a fundraiser that a budget plan 
pushed by House Republicans would hurt early childhood 
education, veterans and road and bridge projects crucial to 
the nation’s economic recovery. 

QUOTE, UNQUOTE


