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Whitesburg gets
okay on renewal

Whltesburg's urban renewal project In the west end of town this
week received federal approval and $38, 949 In federal funds to be
used for surveying and planning.

Public Housing Commissioner William L. Slayton notified Whites-
burg Housing Commission Chairman Fred Coffey of the approval,
andtold Coffey $212, 080 in additional federal funds were being re-

served for future use on the
Whitesburg project.

The federal aid project, coup-
led with the recently approved
municipal housing project, will
bring an estimated $1, 000, 000
in federal funds to Whitesburg
during the next two years for
city Improvement.

Tne urban renewal project
covers 58 acres of land and in-

cludes almost everything within
Whltesburg's city limits west of
the football field.

The land will be cleared of
existing buildings, will be land-
scaped and be made ready to do
these things:

1. Provide land for a 700-pu-- pil

elementary school costing an
estimated $350, 000 to be locat-
ed on the Whitesburg show
grounds. The Kentucky River
would be dredged and a dike

to protect the site from
flooding.

2. Provide land for the city's
50-u- nit public housing develop-
ment, expected to cost about
$450, 000.

3. Provide 22 acres of land for
a private subdivision housing
development, complete with
streets, sidewalks, sewers and
other elements which go into
modern subdivisions.

4. Provide some three acres
of land for potential business or
commercial usage.

The urban renewal project itself
will cost $418, 374. This money
is to be used to purchase build-
ings and property within the pro-
ject area, and for grading,
landscaping, and other prepara-
tion of the sites for their indivi-
dual planned use.

The area includes 77 struc-
tures, of which 70 are in resi-

dential use. The application

School board meets:

County School Board member
Ray Collins suggested this week
that seventh and eighth grade
pupils from smaller schools to be
taken into Whitesburg and
Fleming-Neo- n for classes to im-

prove the level of Instruction.
Collins said many freshmen

entering high school from the
many one, two, three and four-teac-

schools simply haven't
had the training to enable them
to compete with children from
the larger grade schools, such
as the one at Whitesburg.

The result, Collins said, is that
the high schools instead of
teaching high school subjects
have to enroll these children in
special English, reading and
mathematics classes to teach
them what they should have
learned in grade school.

The subject arose when School
Superintendent Sanford Adams
asked for permission to advertise
for bids for a new grade school
on Cowan and an "all-purpos- e"

room at Eolla.
Collins moved that the board

vote to build the Cowan school,
but postpone action on the Eolla
"all-purpos- e" room a room
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stated the buildings were occu-
pied by an estimated 80 fami-
lies, four individuals and five
business concerns. Most of the
homes have two or three rooms
each and are considered too
small for the size families liv-

ing In them. Fifty-fo- ur of the
residences are substandard, and
all 54 have outdoor toilets, the
application stated.

(Those whose homes are taken
by the project will have first
choice at units in the new pub-

lic housing project or, if they
prefer to own their own homes,
they will be eligible for a loan
insured by the federal govern-
ment, with no down payment
and low interest rates.)

City officials said there are
several homes in the area that
are of modem construction and
will not be included in the pro-
ject. The city will purchase
those buildings which are In-

cluded for a fair price, prefer-
ably by negotiation with the
property owner, officials said.
The city will use its powers to
condemn by court action only
as a last resort, officials added.

Under the urban renewal pro-
gram, the land will be pur-

chased, made ready for Its new
use, and then sold, with the
federal government paying
three-fourt- hs of the new project
costthe difference between
cost and income.

Whitesburg will pay its one
fourth share of costs through
credits earned by state highway
construction in tne area and be-

cause of credits allowed because
of the proposed school and hous-
ing project, both within the
project boundary.

large enough to permit combin-
ation use as a gymnasium, lunch-
room and assembly hall.

Collins said Eolla has a lunch-
room, and that while he would
like to see the school have an

se room, he thought it
should try to "make out without
it" until other more pressing
building needs are met.

"I think the next building (af-

ter the Cowan building) ought to
be in Whitesburg and we ought
to bring the 7thnd 8th graders
into here so they maybe can go
into high school without being
handicapped." Collins said.

"We ought to build a consoli-
dated school here in Whitesburg, "

Collins added.
Collins' mention to build the

Cowan school passed without dis-

sent after Superintendent Adams
said he had no objection to leav-

ing off the Eolla project until he
checks with the state Department
of Education to see exactly how
much money the county has

for school construction.
Adams said he thinks about
$175,000 is available.

Board member Arnold Hall also
challenged the Eolla project,

Neon seeks aid

ELECTED Mrs. Sue C. Blair,
Flem'ng-Neo- n High librarian,
was elected president of the
librarians group of the Upper
Kentucky River Education A-
ssociation recently. She is a
graduate of Eastern Kentucky
State College and has done
graduate work at the University
of Kentucky. Mrs. Blair-helpe-

establish the Letcher County
Public Library and gives some
time to filing and cataloging
work there now. She is the
wife of Virgil Blair.

Value
Today's Mountain Eagle is

worth money to youl
First of all, there are ads from

Whitesburg merchants announc-
ing Christmas openings and spe-
cial values in local stores. By
following these ads and taking
advantage of the bargains they
offer, you'll save money for
yourself, and you'll benefit ev-

ery one else in Letcher County
too. For money spent at home
stays at home, in the form of
civic Improvements and other
facilities made possible by the
taxes local merchants help to

d,

there's a coupon with
a value of 20 cents. You'll find
it in the A&P ad, and if you'll
take it to the Whitesburg or Ne-

on A&P store, you can exchange
It for a FREE bottle of ketchup.

Good shoppingl

saying Fleming-Neo- n "doesn't
have a thing except an old fire-tr- ap

gym."
Hall said the board should con-

sider redisricting as a means of
relieving over-crowdi- ng in Whit-
esburg. He said that next year
the board should draw a line at
Thornton and send all high
schoolers on one side to Fleming-Neo- n

and the others to Whites-
burg. Millstone how is the di-

viding line.
"We've got a good high school

at Fleming-Neo- n, but because
of attendance it has a lower
rank." Hall said.

In other developments during
the board meetings:

Arnold Hall said he wanted the
public to take notice of a claim
for $67.04 in travel expense
turned in by Tllden Crase, a
school attendance officer. The
school board pays 8 cents a mile
for travel.

Hall lso said he wanted the
public to know the board had
purchased $429. 73 of paint last
monthfromGeorgeTolllver, op-

erator of the Haymond Cash
Store. Hall ;ald he thinks the

(Contlnuedon Page 3)

Collins asks for consolidated school

to give equal education to all

gas?

Thursday, November

on many projects
Neon this week took steps to build a sewer system, construct a new

city government .building and eventually enter Into public housing
and urban renewal programs.

Mayor NlceyHazen saldNeon has been engaged the past few weeks
in efforts to get the vast program under way. Work on much of the
paper work--an- d the necessary application formsIs expected to be
completed this week.

Actually, Hazen said, there is a strong possibility that on will
install sewers and a sewage dis- -

posal plant to serve the entire
Neon, Fleming and McRoberts
area.

He explained that the Ken-
tucky Water Pollution Control.
Commission, a state agency
with a major voice over sewer
programs, wants Neon to try
building a sewage disposal' plant
adequate to handle all three
towns.

' The state does not be-

lieve it would be practical to
build separate plants for all
three.

The Water Polution Control
Commission has the legal au-

thority to compel, through court
action if necessary, the con-
struction of sewer systems and
disposal plants in towns located
on rivers which flow into the O-h- i'o

River. It has taken such ac-

tion recently against several
cities, Including Maysville.

Hazen said the Fleming City
Council was to meet sometime
this week to consider joiningthe
sewer project. Just how McRob-
erts could be fitted into the sew-

er system is something of
a problem, Hazen added, since
McRoberts is not an Incorporated
city.

The proposed system, Hazen
said, would be financed with a
75 per cent granta free gift
of construction costs from the
federal government under the
Public Works program. The re-

maining 25 per cent could be
raised through a local revenue
bond, to be paid off from ser-

vice charges against users of the
sewer system.

Hazen said an Anhland, Ken-
tucky, firm, called Ohio Valley
Engineers, has been preparing
plans for the project and also ,
has been assisting the city vith
negotiations with Frankfort and
Washington officials.

Cost figures on the sewer sys-

tem have not been determined,
Hazen said.

The proposed city building, to
cost an estimated $200,000,
would be a combination city
hall, fire station and jail, with
offices and space for all city
departments.- -

Hazen also said that F. A.
Nichols, representative of the
Urban Renewal Administration
in Atlanta, Ga. , visited Neon
this week and talked about the
possibility of th,e city getting in

United States District Judge
Mac Swinford handed down a
ruling this week in a case which
may have a decisive effect on
the future of strip mining In Eas-

tern Kentucky.
.Judge Swinford overruled a mo-

tion Tor dismissal of a suit filed
recently by a Pike County prop-

erty owner whose land is being
strip-min- ed against his wishes.

Tne ruling clears the way for
the suit to be brought to trial.

The plaintiff Is Elbert Roberts
of Marrowbone Creek In Pike
County. Defendant is Twin
Fork Coal Co. , which is strip- -
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to an urban renewal' oject.
Under such a program, lu -- down
sections of a town n.ay be
cleared of buildings and made
ready for a new use. The fed-

eral government pays 75 per
cent of the net cost ofsuch pro-

jects.
Nichols explained that before

Neon can qualify for an urban
renewal project the city must
first set up a city-wi- de planning
and zoning program. Planning
and zoning must be started be-

fore a city can qualify for a low-re- nt

public housing project, fi-

nanced with 100 per cent federal
money.

Hazen said Neon has talked
with the state Division of Plan-

ning and Zoning In Frankfort,
asking for help In getting such a
program under way. The state
is expected to send in someone
to help with the program short-

ly, Hazen added.

Bank now
remodeling

The Bank of Whitesburg h's
begun a remodeling project

. which will nearly double the
floor space of the bank quar-
ters on Main Street.

The work will include removal
of the wall between the present
bank lobby and the office space
formerly occupied by Dr. Carl
Pigman and Dr. b. C. Bach.

The lobby will be enlarged.
Executive offices will be moved
into the remodeled area, and
bookkeeping space will be ex-

panded.
A "walk-in- " window will be

added for after-hou- rs deposits.
Bank officials are considering

a proposal to face the front of
the building with marble when
the Interior remodeling is com-
pleted.

Construction also has started on
a ne,w building to house the
bank's branch in Jenkins. The
building is located on Main
Street across from the post of-

fice, In Jenkins.

mining Roberts' land under a
lease from the Big Sandy Cor-

poration.
The petition, filed by Whites-

burg Attorney Harry M. CaudilU
(Continued on Page 2)

Paper to be early
;. Because of the Thanksgiving
holiday, next week's Mountain
Eagle will be published on Tues-
day in order to reach'subscriben
before Thanksgiving Day.

News for next week $ ppf
should reach the Eagle office no
ldter than noon Monday.

Suit tests validity

of old mineral deeds


