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QUARTER 
BY QUARTER
FIRST

QUARTER

7 0

33 14

17 7

47 14

Summary: UK’s defense started with a three-and-
out, something it never forced Teddy Bridgewater 
to do last week. UK reached the Kent State 34, but 
Morgan Newton lost 4 yards on 4th-and-2 out of the 
Wildcat formation. Maxwell Smith and La’Rod King 
hooked up, and UK was threatening again but Craig 
McIntosh missed a 45-yard field goal. Dri Archer 
popped UK for a 47-yard TD run and Kent led 7-0.

Thumbs up: For the second straight week, Aaron 
Boyd (five catches in the quarter) came up big.

Thumbs down: In its first five rushes, UK lost 9 yards.

SECOND
QUARTER

THIRD
QUARTER

FOURTH
QUARTER

Summary: UK tied it with a 75-yard drive capped by 
a 14-yard TD catch by Boyd. Kent missed a 50-yard 
field goal. On the next play, Raymond Sanders went 
67 yards for a TD and UK had its first lead of the 
year. Kent missed a 31-yard field goal. A terrific Boyd 
catch and a 26-yard screen to Jonathan George took 
UK 50 yards in 47 seconds to a McIntosh field goal.

Thumbs up: Down 7-0 and a season perhaps on 
the brink, UK responded.

Thumbs down: Kent State rushed for 131 yards in 
the first half.

Summary: Kent gashed UK by opening the half with 
a 9-play, 75-yard drive. Smith answered, going 6-for-
7 for 70 yards and UK led 24-14. Martavius Neloms’ 
jarring hit caused a fumble but UK could not score 
from inside the Kent 1. However, Archer tripped in 
the end zone and UK had a safety. George ripped off 
a 38-yard TD run and it was 33-14.

Thumbs up: Sure it was a MAC team, but Smith 
looks like he could be an elite-level SEC QB.

Thumbs down: With a chance to all but seal it, UK 
turned it over on downs inside the 1.

Summary: Smith found King on a fade pattern for 
an 11-yard TD and UK was up 40-14 moments into 
the quarter. Freshman DeMarcus Sweat showed 
the electricity the UK staff has been talking about, 
taking his first college catch and exploding for a 56-
yard TD. By then, the crowd of 48,346 was heading 
home. Freshman QB Jason Whitlow mopped up late.

Thumbs up: Kudos to Boyd (11 catches). He had 
six in three previous years.

Thumbs down: The defense was better but is still 
a work in progress.

Kentucky de-
fensive tackle 
Donte Rumph, 
left, celebrat-
ed a safety 
in the third 
quarter after 
Kent State’s 
Dri Archer 
tripped in 
the end zone. 
The safety 
extended 
Kentucky’s 
lead to 26-14. 

Kentucky senior Aaron Boyd was brought down by Kent State’s Norman Wolfe Jr. after one of his 11 catches.
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JONATHAN 
PALMER

Last year, Kentucky didn’t 
have an offense.

Led by Danny Trevathan 
and Winston Guy, Kentucky 
had a decent defense in 
2011, but one of the weakest 
offensive attacks in all of the 
Football Bowl Subdivision.

This year, it’s OK to have 
an assortment of doubts 
about the Kentucky defense, 
but it’s safe to say that Joker 
Phillips’ Cats have the mak-
ings of a robust offense.

They proved that on Sat-
urday night before a crowd 
of 48,346 at Commonwealth 
Stadium, whipping Kent 
State 47-14.

Kentucky rolled up 539 
yards of total offense, more 
yards in a single game than 
any game last year. The high 
then was 445 against Jack-
sonville State.

It was UK’s highest yard-
age total since 580 against 
Vanderbilt in 2010.

True, we’re only two 
games into the season, one 
of them a loss. True, it was 
a Mid-American Conference 
team that the Cats rolled on 

Saturday night, and one that 
went all of 5-7 a year ago.

And yet, let’s just compare 
this offense to a year ago.

Remember, when Ken-
tucky didn’t have an offense a 
year ago.

Kentucky didn’t have a 
quarterback like Maxwell 
Smith last year. OK, the Cats 

did have Maxwell Smith 
last year, but it was not this 
Maxwell Smith.

A year ago, Smith was a 
true freshman from Cali-
fornia feeling his way into 
the college experience. He 
even started three games, 
but you wouldn’t say he was 
the established starter. Now, 

Smith is a smooth sophomore 
whose quick release and 
pinpoint accuracy fit perfectly 
into the uptempo offense 
implemented by offensive 
coordinator Randy Sanders.

Smith ended up complet-
ing 30 of 39 passes for 354 
yards and four touchdowns.

A surprising 11 of those 

passes for 100 yards went 
to Aaron Boyd, the redshirt 
senior from Henry Clay who 
was the invisible man his first 
four years on campus.

This year, new offense, 
better quarterback, good sys-
tem, and Boyd has become 
a major factor in the Cats’ 
passing attack. He made his 
first start count.

Boyd isn’t a one-man show, 
either. After 11 different receiv-
ers caught the ball in the first 
game, Smith spread the wealth 
again. He completed passes to 
10 different receivers.

One of those was true 
freshman DeMarcus Sweat, 
who took a short pass and 
burst down the sideline for a 
56-yard touchdown.

It was the same burst that 
had UK coaches smiling dur-
ing fall camp.

CoShik Williams, the 
team’s top running back, 
missed the game with back 
spasms. No problem. 

Raymond Sanders and 
Jonathan George filled in 
admirably. Sanders had a 67-
yard touchdown run. George 
had a 38-yard TD run.

Mike Summers’ young 
offensive line did a good job 
of both protecting Smith — 
the sophomore’s quick release 
helps — and opening holes 
for the backs.

Even last Sunday, in that 
32-14 loss at Louisville, 

Kentucky moved the ball, 
amassing nearly 400 yards 
in total offense. The Cats 
couldn’t finish drives. They 
either stalled or turned over 
the ball, losing two fumbles 
in Louisville territory, one 
inside the Cards’ 5-yard line.

Those didn’t make all that 
much difference in the final 
outcome at Papa John’s. The 
Kentucky defense couldn’t 
stop the Cardinals’ ground 
game. Louisville ran all over 
the Cats, from the initial 99-
yard drive until U of L Coach 
Charlie Strong was kind 
enough to pull quarterback 
Teddy Bridgewater in the 
third quarter.

And Kentucky’s rush 
defense had its problems 
against Kent State, allowing 
182 yards on the ground. 
The Golden Flashes went 
75 yards on the opening 
drive of the third quarter to 
cut the home team’s lead to 
17-14.

After that, however, the 
Kentucky offense exploded, 
scoring 30 second-half points.

And at no time last season 
did the UK offense ever 
explode.

Last year, the offense was 
a dud.

SMITH FINDS GROOVE 
IN UPTEMPO GAME

Cats showing strong pulse on offense

John Clay: (859) 231-3226.  
Email: jclay@herald-leader.com. 
Twitter: @johnclayiv.  
Blog: johnclay.bloginky.com 

JOHN 
CLAY

HERALD-LEADER  
SPORTS COLUMNIST

Kentucky Wildcats quarterback Maxwell Smith (11) threw downfield in the first quarter. The 
sophomore ended the game completing 30 of 39 passes for 354 yards and four touchdowns.
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WILDEST
SHOW ON

THE

dirt…
THE

INSANE
“ONE” 2012

KART RACING’S RICHEST EVENT
$20,000 TO WIN - $80,000 PURSE
PLUS 18 MORE THRILL PACKED CLASSES
ONLY AT CLAY CITY KART SPEEDWAY!

FRI - SUN

SE
PT

.

14, 15, 16

Coming to
CLAY CITY KART SPEEDWAY
CLAY CITY, KENTUCKY

FRIDAY’S EVENT STARTS AT 7:00 PM
SAT & SUN AT 12:00 NOON

FOR INFO CALL
859-583-0634 OR859-583-2819

LAZER Z 60”
E Series

PIONEER 60”
S Series

PRICES SO LOW
MANUFACTURERS WON’T LET US PRINT THEM

CALL FOR PRICING!

Celebrating 40 years serving Central Kentucky!

*This financing plan is available only to qualified customers and not all customers approved for credit though Sheffield Finance
will qualify. Customers who do qualify for credit, but not for this offer will have the option to utilize any of our other sponsored
promotions, including a new “No Payments/No Interest Until April 2013 THEN 0% for 36-months” option.

Central Equipment Company
791 Red Mile Rd.
Lexington KY. 40504
(859) 253-2611

www.exmark.com

CentralEquipment
www.centralequipmentky.com

For product info visit:
IN STORE ON THE WEB EXPIRES 9/30/12

NO PAYMENTS,
NO INTEREST

UNTIL 4/1/13 CONVERTS TO

0%48


