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WASHINGTON — Amid 
concerns about cost and reli-
ability, the federal Department 
of Homeland Security has qui-
etly postponed plans to buy 
technology that officials have 
long claimed could provide 
a life-saving upgrade of Bio-
Watch, the nation’s system for 
detecting biological attacks. 

One year ago, the depart-
ment had said a contract for 
the new, automated system 
would be awarded by mid-
May 2012, at an estimated 
cost of $3.1 billion during its 
initial five years of operation. 

But in a three-sentence 
posting to a government Web 
site late last month, Homeland 
Security said it had shifted the 
time frame for soliciting final 
proposals to the final quarter of 
the year. The posting provided 
no explanation for the delay. 

Scientists familiar with the 
matter said the development 
reflects a lack of confidence 
in the new technology, known 
as Generation 3. 

The postponement comes as 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Janet Napolitano and her aides 
are facing pointed questions 
about BioWatch from lawmak-
ers of both parties in Congress. 

The program has cost taxpay-
ers roughly $1 billion so far. 

The senior Democrat on 
the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, Rep. Bennie 
Thompson of Mississippi, 
and Republican leaders of 
the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee have sent 
separate inquiries to Napoli-
tano, asking for documents 
on BioWatch and citing short-
comings with the system that 
were reported in July by the 
Los Angeles Times. 

Two House subcommittees 
have scheduled a hearing for 
Thursday to discuss BioWatch 
and a recently concluded re-

view of Generation 3 by the 
U.S. General Accountability 
Office. 

In a statement late Friday, 
the chairman of one of the 
subcommittees, Rep. Gus M. 
Bilirakis, R-Fla., cited the mul-
tibillion-dollar commitment 
envisioned for Generation 3, 
calling it “one of the most 
costly at the Department of 
Homeland Security.” 

“We must ensure that the 
development and procurement 
of the next generation of Bio-
Watch is based on sound sci-
ence and that we are getting 
an appropriate return on our 
investment,” Bilirakis said. 

BioWatch upgrade apparently delayed
By David Willman

Los Angeles Times

NEW YORK — Sheila 
Birnbaum is known in legal 
circles across New York as the 
“queen of torts” for her prow-
ess in sorting out complicated 
cases. But she may be up 
against her most daunting 
task to date.

Since Attorney General 
Eric Holder appointed her 
special master of a Sept. 11 
victims’ compensation fund in 
May 2011, Birnbaum has been 
responsible for evenhandedly 
distributing $2.7 billion to 
Ground Zero responders and 
others who became ill after 
being exposed to dust and 
ash from the smoldering ruins 
of the World Trade Center.

The problem is, she doesn’t 
quite know how many people 
will be eligible for compensa-
tion.

“We haven’t yet received 
the avalanche of claims that 
might have been expected,” 
she said, noting that only 
about 300 people have filed 
eligibility forms. The fund will 
ultimately receive thousands 
of applications, she predicts.

Nearly two years after Pres-
ident Barack Obama signed 
the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation 
Act into law, about 40,000 
responders and survivors re-
ceive monitoring and 20,000 
get treatment for illnesses as 
part of the World Trade Cen-
ter Health Program — one 
of the law’s two components. 
But the other, Birnbaum’s 
fund compensating the same 
kind of people for economic 
losses, hasn’t been as quick to 
get off the ground.

It’s not a matter of bu-
reaucratic foot-dragging, but 
rather an illustration of the 
complexities of key legislation 
born of the attacks that took 
place 11 years ago next week.

“This is a lot more com-
plicated than meets the eye,” 

said Birnbaum, an attorney.
With time still left to sub-

mit claims, some people are 
holding out in the event that 
they become sick in the near 
future. Others are waiting until 
the National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health offi-
cially adds 14 broad categories 
of cancer to the list of condi-
tions covered by the fund.

The national institute’s di-
rector, Dr. John Howard, said 
in June that it planned to ex-
pand coverage to include scores 
of cancer types. An institute 
spokeswoman would not give a 
specific date for the announce-
ment, although Birnbaum said 
she anticipates it this month.

Recently diagnosed with 
leukemia and lymphoma, 
55-year-old Brian Casse hopes 
he can secure money from the 
fund to support his wife and 
children in case he takes a 
turn for the worst. Casse, a 
retired firefighter who helped 
clear away the mountain of 
rubble at Ground Zero, be-
lieves there’s little doubt his 
work at the site is responsible 
for his illness.

“You’ve got people in this 
city who went down there and 
did what we had to do. And a 
lot of us got sick because of 
it,” Casse said. “To make us 
now fight for this money, it’s 
not right. In the grand scheme 
of things, this money’s a drop 
in the bucket.”
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Compensating ill 9/11 workers 
remains a slow-going process

By Alex Katz
Associated Press

Attorney Sheila Birnbaum was appointed last year as special 
master of a Sept. 11 victims’ compensation fund.
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A dispute between Mayor 
Michael R. Bloomberg and Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo over the $1 bil-
lion museum at Ground Zero has 
dragged on for so long that the 
museum will not open in time for 
the 11th anniversary of the Sept. 11 
attacks — or even for the next one.

Aides to Bloomberg and 
Cuomo have so far been unable 
to resolve their differences over 
which government agencies will 
pay the operating costs of the 
museum, which is intended to 
document the terrorist attacks 
of 2001 and honor the nearly 
3,000 victims. The two sides also 
remain at odds over who will have 
oversight of the museum and the 
surrounding memorial.

Also, a year after the dedica-
tion of the Flight 93 National 
Memorial near Shanksville, Pa., 
the project remains short of its 
financial goal and is the only one 
of the three major 9/11 tributes 
that isn’t fully funded.

When the memorial was 
dedicated on Sept. 10, 2011, it was 
$10 million short of completion. A 
May fund-raiser in Washington and 
other donations, from schoolchil-
dren to corporations, have raised 
$5 million, allowing construction 
to proceed on the second phase.

But another $5 million is 
needed to finish one of the sig-
nature elements: a 93-foot tower 
with 40 chimes representing the 
passengers and crew who died.
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Sunday September 16
12:30- 1:30 ..............Mountain Station
1:45- 2:45 ...............Kayla Floyd
3:00- 4:00 ...............Ben Lathrem
4:15- 5:15 ...............Mikel Perkins
5:30- 6:30 ................Mary Kutte

Saturday September 15

12:00- 1:00 .............. Mattie Won’t Smoke

1:30- 2:30 ................ Doug Penson

2:45- 3:45 ................ Kayla Floyd

4:00- 6:30 ................ Lauren Mink


