
Dear Abby: My ex-
husband likes to call to
ask me for advice. Our
most recent conversation
was in regard to his girl-
friend and her sexual
past, which he knew
about before they started
dating. He now disap-
proves of her history and
he began calling her un-
pleasant names. He tells
me he deserves better
but intends to stay with
her until he gets bored.

Hearing this sort of
talk gives me a stom-
achache and heartburn. I
feel terrible for the wo-
man. I want to be a
friend to my ex, but I’m
not sure I can handle the
stress it causes. He has
had a hard life, and I
didn’t make it any easier
by divorcing him. 

Is the only solution
not to take his calls, like
my friends tell me? I’m
not sure I can do that
without major guilt. —
Wisconsin Reader

■ Dear Reader: I’ll of-
fer another option: The
next time your ex starts
asking you for relation-
ship advice, tell him you
don’t like hearing the
way he talks about his
girlfriend. Explain it
makes you so uncomfort-
able you prefer to avoid
the topic of his love life.
If he respects your wish-
es, continue taking his
calls. If not, because you
find them upsetting, re-
fuse them. 

And please, stop feel-
ing guilty about the di-
vorce. From your de-
scription of your former
husband, he is a user,
and you’re lucky to be
rid of him.

CHILDREN IN CHURCH.
Dear Abby: I attend a
church with about 350
worshippers. The church
provides a supervised
nursery for infants to 2

years of age. Most par-
ents with babies use it.
However, one couple
has a 2-year-old child
and a 2-month-old baby.
These parents do not
take advantage of the
nursery, but keep the
kids in the sanctuary. 

Last Sunday the baby,
who was in the father’s
arms, cried during most
of the service. The par-
ents may be able to tune
it out, but many of us
were very distracted by
the wailing. 

The father is a school-
teacher. I couldn’t help
but wonder how this
teacher would handle a
student who caused such
a disruption in his class-
room. I don’t think he
would tolerate an hour of
loud crying from anyone.
Why don’t these people
understand their behavior
prevents others from wor-
shipping as they would
like? — Silence, Please

■ Dear Silence,
Please: That’s a good
question, and one I rec-
ommend you pose to the
person who was conduct-
ing the service. Out of
consideration for the
congregation, he or she
should “remind” the par-
ents the nursery is avail-
able, and stress in the fu-
ture it be used to prevent
the problem from recur-
ring because the disrup-
tion caused “so many
complaints.”

Dr. Wallace: I am writ-
ing in response to the 15-
year-old girl who was con-
cerned about the size of
her bust. I just wanted to
let her know I am in my
mid-20s, and have had a
small bust most of my life.
My intelligence, beauty, or
ability to attract members
of the opposite sex has
never been hindered be-
cause of my breast size.

I know it can be rough
to deal with, especially in
your teens and during
your high school years, but
it gets better with age. It is
probably difficult for her to
imagine someday her
breast size will not matter
so much, but it is true. If
she is worried about get-
ting a boyfriend, she
shouldn’t be. Of course,
there are men out there
who prefer women with
large breasts, but there also
are men out there who
prefer blondes to brunet-
tes. It just depends on the
man. In my experience, I
have never had a man not
like me because of the size
of my breasts.

Small breasts also can
be an advantage in other
areas as well. For exam-
ple, I’m an avid exerciser.
I run, walk, play volley-
ball and lift weights. Small
breasts easily fit into a
sports bra, and they don’t
ever get in the way of my
physical activities. Also,
properly fitting clothing is
much easier to find. 

This young lady
should also take into ac-
count she is only 15, and
she still has time to finish
developing. Even if her
bust doesn’t get any big-
ger, I hope what I’ve said
gives her some hope that
her life will still be happy
and fulfilling. — Nameless,
Detroit, Mich.

■ Nameless: Thanks
for reminding young
ladies there are many ad-
vantages in not having a
“Dolly Parton” shape.

I CARE FOR MY BABY’S
FATHER. Dr. Wallace: Last
spring my boyfriend (15)
and I (16) had sex for the
first time and as luck
would have it, I got preg-
nant. My parents support-
ed me and encouraged
me to keep the baby. My
boyfriend’s parents en-
couraged me to have an
abortion, and when I did
not, they forced him to
stop seeing me. I had a
beautiful little girl. 

I still care for the ba-
by’s father, and I want
him to take an active part
in our baby’s future.
What can I do to force
him to take care of his re-
sponsibility? As you are
well aware, I couldn’t
have become pregnant
without his cooperation. —
Nameless, St. Charles, Ill.

■ Nameless: Because of
the boy’s young age, there
is nothing you can do to
force him to accept his re-
sponsibility of being a fa-
ther — physically or legal-
ly. I’d advise you to keep
an open and honest rela-
tionship with him. When
he becomes older, it is
possible he will choose to
accept his responsibility.

Until then, accept the
love and support of your
parents and concentrate
on being the best possible
mother to your baby.

Ex-wife can’t take man’s
trash talk about girlfriend
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GETTING IT TO US
■ Neighbors submissions should be typed or
legible. The information should be clear and
concise. Include a name and daytime phone
number in case of questions. We reserve the
right to edit.
■ Submissions and photos can be emailed
to:
celebrations@thenewsenterprise.com —
engagements, births, birthdays, anniver-
saries and five generations.
or
clubs@thenewsenterprise.com — All club
news, including calendar listings for club

activities, military news, and all other general
news submissions.
■ If email is not available, fax the item(s) to
769-6965, drop them off or mail to 408 W.
Dixie Ave., Elizabethtown, KY 42701. Office
hours are from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. There is an after-hours drop box.

WHAT ABOUT PHOTOS?
■ Photos sent by email should be in .jpg for-
mat. Original black and white or color prints
are accepted. 
■ To have photos returned, include a self-
addressed stamped envelope; otherwise, the

photo can be picked up at the front desk up
to one month following publication.
■ Be sure to identify the people in the
photo.
■ The News-Enterprise cannot guarantee all
photos will be published.

WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES?
Neighbors runs daily and items will publish
first-come, first-serve on a space-available
basis. Celebrations get first priority to pub-
lish on schedule.

QUESTIONS? Call 505-1751

Neighbors content also can be seen at www.thenewsenterprise.com
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O R G A N I Z AT I O N S

Woman’s Club of Elizabethtown members attend convention
Five members of the

Woman’s Club of Eliza-
bethtown attended the
Kentucky Federation of
Women’s Clubs 117th
State Convention April
12 through 15 at the
Hyatt Regency Hotel in
Lexington. Those attend-
ing from the Elizabeth-
town Club were presi-
dent Martha Mengel and
fourth district governor
Diane Willis for the en-
tire convention and Betty
Sue French, club presi-
dent-elect, Marie Deaton
and Nora Sweat for ses-
sions April 13. The theme
was “Celebrating the
Spirit of Harmony.”

During the April 13 ses-
sion, awards were present-
ed and the Elizabethtown
Club received many.
Those included first place
in arts partnership, third
place in arts collaboration,
second place press book,
Maritza Johnson; student
poetry, first place, Spencer
McCune; student short sto-
ry, first place, Riley Jones;
student painting, first place,
Sam Newby; members cat-
egories: wearable art, first
place, Gail Hinton; cro-
chet, first place, Phyllis

Brandenburg; scrapbook-
ing, first place, Nora Sweat;
pottery or ceramics, sec-
ond place, Nora Sweat;
and cross stitch, second
place, Betty Sue French.

The club will meet at
9:45 a.m. May 4 with light
refreshments and a meet-
ing to follow at 10:30 a.m.
at the Brown-Pusey House
in Elizabethtown. New
members will be recog-
nized and officers for
2012-13 will be installed.
Lunch will be catered by
Patsy Bennett. Visitors are
welcome to join.

Members of Woman’s Club of Elizabethtown attending the Kentucky Federation of Women’s
Clubs State Convention from left, Diane Willis, 4th District governor; Marie Deaton, Martha
Mengel, club president; state president Mary Alice Oldfield; Nora Sweat and Betty Sue French,
club president-elect. Below, Nora Sweat, left, receives a first-place award in the state
scrapbooking contest from president Mary Alice Oldfield. 

Andy the Ambulance gets a makeover
When Hardin County

EMS community rela-
tions officer Chris Miller
needed to give a local
public relations icon a
makeover, he turned to
some local experts for
help. Andy the Ambu-
lance has been a popular
mascot for the Hardin
County EMS for several
years. And time had taken
a toll on Andy. 

“Andy’s paint had yel-
lowed and his decals were
falling off,” said Miller. “I
believe we purchased him
in 2000 and after more
than 10 years, it was time
to fix him up.”

Miller contacted Doug
Yates, a family friend who
operates Yates Body
Shop. Yates told Miller to
leave Andy’s outer shell
with him and he would
make a few phone calls
and see what he could do.
He then contacted Tom
Disney of Pro Finish and,
along the way, Tom Smith
of Auto Trim and Design.

As Yates donated sev-
eral hours preparing An-
dy for a new paint job,
Disney donated the new
primer and paint products
for the task. After Yates re-
stored Andy’s paint,
Miller then took Andy to
Tom Smith. Smith began
to work on duplicating the
graphics that would up-
date Andy and make him
an exact replica of the
new Hardin County am-
bulances by matching the

new logo and adding the
safety stripes that now are
required on the rear of
emergency vehicles. The
project took several
months to complete and
in the spring of 2011,
Andy was ready to go.

Yates, Disney and
Smith were awarded pla-
ques in April recognizing
their work.

Yates later told Miller
this was a special project
for him since it was the
last one he and his father

worked on together.
“While I was taping

Andy off to paint, Dad
would come to the shop
and sit and talk with me.”
Disney said he also was
glad to help with the proj-
ect because “Andy teaches
kids not to be afraid of
EMTs and paramedics,
because they are there to
help.”

Yates recalled an acci-
dent that occurred near
the family body shop
when his daughter was

young. One of the victims
came to the shop to await
medical attention. The sit-
uation and the responding
emergency vehicles
proved very scary and up-
set his daughter.

A police officer, who
also responded, recog-
nized her fear and later
provided her with a teddy
bear he carried in his pa-
trol car. This calmed her
and Yates took notice.
Though Smith and his
wife do not have children
of their own, they appreci-
ate the value of the service
Andy provides in educat-
ing children of Hardin
County.

Together, the three
men provided Miller with
the exact restoration he
wanted.

“My goal was to make
Andy look like the new
ambulances Hardin
County added to its fleet.
Andy now looks just like
the ambulances you see
on the streets of Hardin
County. These men did a
great job on this project.”

Andy the Ambulance
is available by appoint-
ment. To have the ambu-
lance brought out to talk
to a group, school, church,
troop or community
event, contact Chris Mil-
ler at emscommunity@
hardin.com or call Hardin
County EMS at 769-3014.

Doug Yates, Tom Disney and Tom Smith, who restored Andy
the Ambulance.

Community to celebrate Arbor Day
This year, members of

Greenspace, Let’s Spruce
Up, Elizabethtown Parks
and Recreation, students
of Elizabethtown Com-
munity Technical College
and the local Division of
Forestry staff will hold an
Arbor Day celebration at

Freeman Lake Park.
The groups plan to

plant more than 300
seedlings consisting of pin
oaks, swamp chestnut
oaks and overcup oaks.
There also will be seed-
lings to be handed out to
the general public who at-

tend. The planting is from
9 a.m. to noon April 21 at
the Greenspace Building
at Freeman Lake Park. 

Arbor Day is an annual
observance that celebrates
the role of trees in our
lives and promotes tree
planting and care. As a

formal national holiday, it
was first observed in1872,
in the state of Nebraska,
but tree planting festivals
are as old as civilization.
The tree has appeared
throughout history and lit-
erature as the symbol of
strength and life.


