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Friday: Isolated storms. High: Mid-70s. Low: 
Upper 50s.

Saturday: Partly cloudy. High: Upper 70s. 
Low: Upper 50s.

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High: Lower 80s. Low: 
Lower 60s.
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PICKIN’ POT
Officers with the Anderson County Sheriff’s Office and Kentucky State Police pull up marijuana 
plants they found July 31 at a location off Highway 1291 in western Anderson County. The plants 
were located thanks to a tip from a landowner, according to a news release from the sheriff’s 
office. Shown, from left, are Chief Deputy Joe Milam, Deputy Patrick Beasley and Trooper Mitch 
Harris. No arrests have been made, but an investigation is ongoing.

King: Gov.
trying to 

‘buy votes’ 
for Stevens

Stevens’ offer to deliver
road funds sparks firestorm

as King, Conway trade barbs
By Ben Carlson

News staff

An effort by state representative 
candidate Kent Stevens to deliver 
state road funds to Anderson County 
touched off a political firestorm last 
week, including allegations by his 
opponent, 
state Rep. Kim 
King, that Gov. 
Steve Beshear 
is “funneling 
slush funds” 
into Stevens’ 
campaign to 
“buy votes.”

It also 
resulted 
in a biting 
exchange 
between 
Judge-
Executive 
John Wayne 
Conway and 
King over her 
efforts to help 
Anderson 
County.

Stevens 
(D-Lawrence-
burg), who 
lost his seat 
in 2010 to 
King (R-Har-
rodsburg), 
appeared at 
last Tuesday’s 
meeting of 
the Anderson 
County Fiscal 
Court, say-
ing he met 
recently with a friend in the state’s 
Transportation Cabinet who told him 
contingency paving funds might be 
available for Anderson County.

Stevens said Don Pasley, who serves 
as commissioner of the state’s Depart-
ment of Rural and Municipal Aid, 
told him to ask Judge-Executive John 
Wayne Conway for a list of county 
roads that need to be paved and Pasley 
would “see what he can do.”

Conway gave Stevens that list dur-
ing the meeting, which includes six 
county roads and an estimated pav-
ing cost of $416,375. Conway said he 
knew before the meeting that Stevens 
wanted the list and met with a person 
from Mago Construction to obtain the 
estimate. 

“This seems like a political ploy, 
nothing more, nothing less,” King said 
several days later. “This is just the good 
old boy system at work funneling tax 
dollars into Anderson County to try to 
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“This is 
just the 
good 
old boy 
system 
at work 
funneling tax dol-
lars into Anderson 
County to try to buy 
an election.”

—Kim King
State representative

“If I can 
do 
some-
thing 
to help 
Ander-
son 
County, why 
wouldn’t I do it?”

—Kent Stevens
State rep candidate

Anxiety high as Bearcats
prepare for Friday opener

By John Herndon
Sports Editor

What if the defending state 
runner-up played a football 
game and there was no way for 
anyone to know the score?

Or, even more importantly, 
what if 
players and 
coaches did 
not know 
how much 
time was 
left?

Ander-
son County 
High School 
is hop-
ing it is a 
moot point 
when the 

Bearcats host Bryan Station in 
the season opener on Friday 
night, but those involved with 
the program might even be ask-
ing for divine help when the 
ball is teed up.

“I will be praying that it is 
working,” Anderson coach Mark 

Coach prays
scoreboard
woes don’t
hurt team

Game, season
previews inside

Sports Editor John 
Herndon gets you 
ready for Friday’s 
home opener 
against Bryan Sta-
tion (B1) along with 
our annual football 
preview tab (inside).

See FOOTBALL, Page A2

See ROADS, Page A2

BACK TO SCHOOL

Seniors share hopes,
fears of life after school

By Meaghan Downs 
News staff 

High school senior Cameron Hutchens’ future is sten-
ciled on his car’s rear windshield.  

It’s a decal of the Marine Corps insignia that Hutchens 
designed himself, a symbol of the military branch he’ll be 
enlisting with after graduation.   

Hutchens, who has been 
member of a paramilitary 
group called Young Marines 
since age 12, did his homework.

Hutchens knows he can 
use 40 percent of his post 9/11 
GI Bill toward schooling. He 
knows he’ll be shipped off for 
basic training for 13 weeks 
starting June 10, 2013. 

He knows that, unlike him-
self, many members of the 
Class of 2013 are uncertain 
about what life will be like 
after graduation. 

According to Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, more than 68 

percent of high school graduates enrolled in college in 2011, 
about 2.1 million students in total. 

Many, like Hutchens, will enlist in the military. 
“A lot of people don’t know, which isn’t a bad thing,” 

Hutchens said. “Some people just have plans and make 
them quicker than others.” 

Hutchens’ plan is to become an officer in the Marine 
Corps, maybe join the infantry or presidential guard. 

 “Of course, there are benefits, but it’s not just about 
that,” he said. “I want to serve my country; I wanted to 
since I was 8 years old, and I figured, why not serve with 
the best of the best? I’m looking forward to the challenge.” 

Is he also looking forward to first day of the last year of 
Hutchens’ high school career?  Well, not so much. 

 “I’ve tried not to think about it,” Hutchens said Monday, 
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Senior Sarah Cubert went to school in Anderson County for most of 
elementary and middle school, but moved away in eighth grade. She 
still has her class photos though — her homeroom from Emma B. 
Ward Elementary in 2003 and her 2001-2002 preschool class. 

 “I want to 
serve my 
country; I 
wanted to 
since I was 
8 years 
old.”
 —Cameron 

Hutchens
High school senior

See SENIORS, Page A10


