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Near Paintsville, Ky., a double-
wide mobile home was blown off its
foundation and over a 25-foot em-
bankment into a rushing creek, where
it “just disintegrated,” the Johnson
County coroner said, killing two peo-
ple, including a 16-year-old boy.

In Lawrence County, Ky., a woman
and her 14-year-old granddaughter
were crushed when their double-wide
trailer was slammed against a nearby
hill by winds reaching 140 mph.

In Scott County, Ind., a man was
killed when his mobile home was
blown about 80 feet across a highway
and into adjacent Clark County.

And in New Pekin, Ind., a family of
five died after being blown out of their

single-wide trailer by
winds that left it flat-
tened.

In fact, two-thirds
of the 34 people killed

in the catastrophic March 2 tornadoes
in Kentucky and Indiana died in mobile
homes — even though such housing
makes up just14 percent of the housing
in Kentucky and 6 percent in Indiana.

Sixteen people in Kentucky and
eight in Indiana died as their mobile
homes were rolled, flipped, flattened
or obliterated by twisters with winds
that in some areas exceeded 175 mph.

While eight other people died in
conventional homes and two in vehi-
cles, trailers and double-wides fared
far worse in the March 2 storms, say
law enforcement and other officials in

MOBILE
HOME RISK
RUNS HIGH

Mary Lanham stands by her
Henryville, Ind., home last
weekend. Mobile homes fared
badly in the March 2 tornadoes.
DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

AFTER THE
STORM
We’ve put together a video
look at the tornadoes’ de-
struction in the region and
the week that followed. Also
explore an interactive dis-
play of the paths of the
storms and learn more
about those who lost their
lives. Go to
www.courier-journal.com
/tornado.

STORM
VICTIMS
Learn more about the tor-
nado victims in a special
section appearing inside
today’s Courier-Journal.

Two-thirds of March 2 tornado fatalities
in Kentucky, Indiana occurred in trailers
By Andrew Wolfson
awolfson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See TORNADOES, Page A8
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Southern Indiana:
Sunny early today;
cloudy later. Scattered
showers tomorrow.
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Two years ago, the 38 -acre tract of emp-
ty land along congested Brownsboro Road
and the Watterson Expressway wasn't
even being considered as a possible site
for Louisville’s new veterans hospital.

But now it appears all but certain the
hospital will be built there — despite the
objections of neighbors who are worried

about hundreds of additional drivers fill-
ing adjacent roads and some state and city
leaders who preferred a downtown loca-
tion.

How did an empty field in the suburbs
beat out four other sites?

The main objection to the downtown
medical district came from veterans, who
feared traffic, parking problems and
crime.

The other factor was expediency.
The federal Department of Veterans

Affairs concluded that building on an out-
lying “green field” would be faster and
cheaper. No environmental hazards would
complicate construction, and there would
be no need to use the government’s power
of eminent domain to acquire property,
which could add years of delay and signifi-
cant costs.

But the turn of events is a surprise to
those who believed the hospital would in-

Sharron Hilbrecht of Crossgate feels
residents weren’t consulted before a site
nearby was chosen for a new veterans
hospital. AARON BORTON/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

Hospital site surprised some
Veterans’ fears, ease of building trumped officials pushing downtown
By Chris Otts
cotts@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See VA HOSPITAL, Page A13

The Cordish Cos., the Baltimore-
based developer of 4th Street Live, will
request an $850,000 “forgivable” loan
from the city next week — just ahead of
the March 20 deadline by which it has to
claim the money.

Cordish announced late Friday that a
new tenant is moving into the 4th Street
Live entertainment district, and Mayor
Greg Fischer’s office confirmed that the
developer will ask for the city money,
which can be used to renovate the vacant
second floor of the Kaufman Straus
building in the heart of the development.

Cordish said the
new tenant will be
Tavern on Fourth,
owned by East Coast
Saloons, which owns
two other bars at 4th
Street Live — Mak-
er’s Mark and Sully’s.

Cordish controls
the second floor of
the Kaufman Straus
building through a $1-
per-year lease agree-
ment with the city
that also allows the
company to keep all
rents collected there.
It is unclear how
much the needed ren-
ovations for the new
tenant will cost.

Chris Poynter, a
spokesman for Fisch-
er, said the admini-
stration learned Fri-
day that Cordish will
request the loan,
which does not have
to be repaid if Tavern
on Fourth stays in the
space for five years.

Poynter said Cordish has agreed to
provide the city with a written estimate
of the cost of the renovations, and will al-
low the city to inspect records that show
how the money was used. He added that
the loan request “appears to fulfill the
requirements in the loan agreement.”

In an interview last week, Fischer
said he expected Cordish to claim the
money. “It’s owed to them contractually,
so I assume they’re planning on using it.”

And in a prepared statement that

$850,000
Cordish
has tenant,
will seek
‘forgivable’
city loan
By Dan Klepal
dklepal@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CORDISH, Page A2

“It’s owed
to them
contrac-
tually, so I
assume
they’re
planning
on using
it.”
MAYOR GREG
FISCHER
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Did you remember to set your
clocks ahead one hour before

going to bed last night?
The nation returned to
daylight saving time at 2
a.m. this morning.

Did you set your clock?
TIME CHANGE
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PROVIDENCE BOYS WIN
CLASS 2-A REGIONAL

Get the latest traffic info on
your smart phone to help with
your commute.
Scan this code with a QR
Code reader or go to
www.bit.ly/cjtraffic
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