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By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

CATLETTSBURGAfter be-
ing closed nearly a month,
city officials in Catletts-
burg say they hope to see
Center Street open as ear-
ly at today.
That’s good news for

businesses in the area that
Mayor Randall Peterman
estimates have seen an up

to 25 precent drop in busi-
ness since the street
closed, cutting off  access
of cars to businesses such
as the barbershop and lo-
cal eatery Donna’s.
The street has been

closed since Feb. 5 when
the front wall of  the old
union hall building on Di-
vision Street collapsed in-

Center St.
reopening
very soon
Officials hope for as early
as today after cleaning
up from building collapse

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

ASHLAND The Ashland
Independent Board of Ed-
ucation on Monday ap-
proved tentative staffing
levels which would leave
Paul G. Blazer High
School with two fewer cer-
tified positions and Verity
Middle School with one
less certified position.
Superintendent Steve

Gilmore said the projected
staffing levels are based on

the state formula for
teaching levels based on
the number of  students.
However, he said the
school system will make
efforts to avoid getting rid
of staff members.
Last year, board mem-

bers approved a similar
two-position reduction at
Blazer. To deal with that
cut, administrators moved
two physical education
teachers and placed those
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State staff
formula
discussed

FRANKFORT (AP) More
than 20 candidates dropped
out of legislative races on
Monday, just days after the
Kentucky Supreme Court is-
sued a ruling that disquali-
fied them from seeking seats
in the House and Senate.
Justices ruled Friday leg-

islative candidates had to
run in decade-old districts
instead of  newly drawn

ones that were deemed un-
constitutional. That left
some candidates in viola-
tion of  residency require-
ments because they lived in
the newly drawn districts,
not the old ones.
Secretary of State Alison

Lundergan Grimes said she
intends to certify legisla-
tive candidates at the close
of  business this coming

Monday.
“I encourage any candi-

date who intends to with-
draw to do so before that

time in order to avoid ap-
pearing on the ballot,” she
said in a statement Monday
afternoon.
Grimes said 23 candi-

dates had withdrawn by
midafternoon Monday.
Chief  Justice John D.

Minton, writing for the full
court on Friday, said law-
makers will have to operate
under the old districts until
more balanced and consti-
tutional boundaries are
drawn.

Supreme Court ruling
disqualifies candidates

ON light DUTY
Justin Lore works on a light fixture in the parking lot of the Community Hospice 
building under construction in Ashland on Monday. Kevin Goldy v The Independent

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

LONDON The trial date for 10 de-
fendants whom authorities allege
were involved in a multi-motorcy-
cle theft and money-laundering

ring that operated in Boyd and
Greenup, among other Kentucky
counties, has been pushed back by
four months.
U.S. District Judge Gregory F.

Van Tatenhove on Monday grant-
ed a motion by one of the defense

attorneys in the case to continue
the trial for 120 days.
The trial had been scheduled for

April 9 in London. The new trial
date is Aug. 6, according to court
records.
The motion for a continuance

was filed earlier this month by
Willis G. Coffey of  Mt. Vernon,
who represents defendant Mar-
garet “Peggy” Harris, 50, of  New-
port. In his motion, Coffey said he
wasn’t retained by Harris until
Dec. 21 and he needed additional

time to prepare for trial.
Coffey said one of the principal

reasons he needed more time was
that the number of discovery doc-
uments in the case was “volumi-

MOTORCYCLE THEFT AND MONEY-LAUNDERING RING

Trial pushed back four months
New date Aug. 6; defense calls discovery documents in case ‘voluminous’

At least 23 withdraw after districting decision

District looking at cutting
back on large purchases 
to save teacher positions
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‰Kentucky one of 25 states
with similar cases pending
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“I encourage any
candidate who intends
to withdraw to do so
before (this coming
Monday) in order to
avoid appearing 
on the ballot.”

Secretary of State Alison
Lundergan Grimes

GIRLS REGION OPENS
Boyd survives Fleming challenge; Ashland, Lewis, 
Rowan advance to semifinals / SPORTS, PAGE B1


