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Night in and night out, Sa-
vannah Taylor got the job
done.

Sometimes the numbers
were eye-popping, some-
times they were merely very
good. But Taylor almost al-
ways delivered for Mercer
County, and her coach said
that was what made her so
valuable this season.

Taylor’s consistency has
been rewarded, as the sen-
ior forward was voted e
Advocate-Messenger Area
Girls Basketball Player of the
Year.

e senior forward was
the top vote-getter in ballot-
ing of area coaches for the
Advocate’s All-Area team,
becoming the first girls
player of the year from Mer-
cer since Chelsea Goodman
in 2006.

Taylor’s statistics were not
markedly better than a year
ago, as she averaged 17.6
points and 8.5 rebounds this
season after averaging 16.0
and 8.0 in 2010-11 — she led
the team in both categories
in both seasons — but Mer-
cer coach Chris Souder said
she was better because she
was more consistent.

“She got a little frustrated
at the beginning (of the sea-
son), and we had to have a
talk and she said, “Why am
I not scoring like I was last
year?’” Souder said. “We
had to show her her num-
bers and say, ‘Look, you had
18 points, 10 rebounds
tonight. Your stats may not
be as good, but they’re more
consistent night in and
night out, and that’s what
we’re looking for.’ is year
she couldn’t hide from any-
body and she still had big
numbers, so that’s what im-
pressed me the most.”

Taylor scored in double
figures in 31 of the Titans’ 33
games and scored 25 points
or more seven times, and
she had 14 double-doubles.

Mercer had the best
record in the 12th Region at
27-6, and Souder was voted
the Advocate’s Area Girls
Coach of the Year.

Taylor is one of six re-
turnees from last year’s 11-
person All-Area team,
joining Emily Fox and Syd-
ney Harris of Lincoln
County, Kasey Young and
Essence Grey of Danville
and Devin Conley of Gar-
rard County.

is year’s team has as
many underclassmen as
seniors (three).

Here’s a closer look at the
All-Area honorees:

First Team
Savannah Taylor

Souder said Taylor has
worked hard throughout
her career to improve, and
he said her best basketball is
probably still ahead of her.

“S av a n -
nah is just
one of
those kids
that really
has just
blossomed
over her
high school
career, and
I still say she’s going to be a
better college player,” he
said. “She’s got so much left
to learn, and the thing about
it is she’s so willing to learn,
and she’s just a fun kid to be
around.”

Taylor shot 42.7 percent
from the field and was sec-
ond in the area in free-
throw shooting at 81.9
percent. Souder said Asbury
is currently the college most
interested in Taylor and said
she would be happy there,
but he also said she may get
more looks now that the
season is over.

Megan Pittman
Pittman’s senior season

ended in mid-January when
she suffered her second torn
knee ligament in 18 months,
and Casey coach Randy
Salyers said it became even
more apparent in her ab-
sence how valuable she was.

“ W h i l e
she was
there, she
was the
n u c l e u s
for our
t e a m .
Even if she
w a s n ’ t
scoring, she was drawing
so much attention that it
opened things up for
everyone else. People
just didn’t realize until
she was gone how much
it opened things up for
everybody else,” Salyers
said. “Megan had been
around for so long, and
she basically knew how I
thought and how I saw
things. A lot of decisions
I made for the team, I
consulted her first and
still (did after she was in-
jured). That’s probably
the biggest thing she
meant to our team.”

Pittman, who has signed
with Coastal Carolina, led
the area in scoring and re-
bounding, averaging 22.6
points and 11.3 rebounds
per game. She shot an area-
best 84.6 percent at the free-
throw line and 47.6 percent
from the field and even hit
eight of 25 3-point shots.

Emily Fox
Fox is clearly Lincoln’s

top offensive threat, scoring
in double figures in all but
one game this season, but
coach Cas-
s a n d r a
McWhorter
said she is
becoming a
threat in
other areas
as well.

“She has
really done
a good job of working on her
game and improving to be
more than just a shooter,”
McWhorter said. “She has
led her team in many big
games this season by step-
ping up and being counted
on to be the go-to player.”

Fox is avearing 16.9
points, 4.6 rebounds, 3.0
steals and 2.0 assists for Lin-
coln, which plays Clay
County on ursday in the
first round of the Girls Sweet
Sixteen. She is shooting 45.9
percent from the field and
77.8 percent at the free-
throw line and leads the
team in 3-point shooting
(40.4 percent in 198 at-
tempts).

Kasey Young
Danville coach Judie

Mason said Young has ex-
panded her game this sea-
son, evolving into a player
who is more than just an
outside shooter and more of
a leader.

“ L a s t
year she
was noth-
ing but a 3-
p o i n t
s h o o t e r ,
and it’s
been a
challenge,
because that’s what she
wanted to be. But she’s
doing a lot better, and now
... she rebounds, she goes in
on the post, and she’s got to
realize that if she’s going to
get shots she’s got to go in-

side, because people are not
going to give her the 3,”
Mason said. “It is a part of
growing up and learning
(that), ‘If we’re going to be
successful, I’ve got to take
one for the team and go in-
side.’ And she’s worked on
it. We’ve worked really hard
in practice on developing
her an inside game.”

Young, who verbally com-
mitted to Eastern Kentucky
last year, led Danville in
scoring with 17.0 points per
game and shot 41.8 percent
from the field and averaged
about 4 rebounds.

Essence Grey
Grey is only a sophomore

but is in her fourth year as
Danville’s point guard, and
Mason said she continues to
impress and continues to
improve.

“ I t ’ s
amazing to
watch her.
She is so
much fun
to coach
b e c a u s e
she plays
like I want
to play every play: Go full
speed all the time,” Mason
said. “She knows when and
who to pass it to, and other
people around her are get-
ting better, too, so she feels
more confident getting
them the ball. If we can de-
velop her an outside shot,
she’s going to play at the
next level, because she’s as
quick as can be and she’s
got as nice a pull-up jumper
as anybody I’ve seen.”

Grey averaged an area-
best 8.7 assists, was second
on the team in scoring with
13.6 points per game and
shot 40.3 percent from the
field.

Second Team
Devin Conley

As the only true guard in
the Garrard lineup, Conley
was asked to fill number of
different roles, particularly
that of
p o i n t
guard, and
coach Scott
Bolin said
she wore all
of the hats
well.

“I’m very
proud of
the effort she gave. She’s
very athletic, we asked her
to score, we asked her to
handle the ball, and a lot of
times we asked her to guard
one of the (opponent’s)
best guards,” Bolin said.
“She’s gotten a little
stronger and a little faster,
and we expect her to do that
same thing for next year.
Her skill level’s there; she’s
just got to make sure that
she keeps getting stronger.
She loves basketball, she
has a desire to get better, so
that’s going to push her to
the next level.”

Conley led Garrard in
points (14.3), assists (2.9)
and steals (2.1) per game,
and she shot 39.3 percent
from the field, led the team
in 3-point shooting (30.9
percent in 149 attempts) and
free-throw shooting (76.2
percent) and averaged 3.6
rebounds.

Catheryne Claunch
Claunch became Mer-

cer’s primary point guard
this season, and Souder said
she has thrived in the role.

“ W e ’ v e
kind of
opened it
up for her,
and she
knows she’s
got the
green light
to attack at
any time. Her nature is to at-
tack, and she’s awfully
strong with her left hand ...
and that’s hard for high
school kids to stop. And
she’s so strong physically,
and she’s got good court vi-
sion,” Souder said. “She’s a
bulldog. She doesn’t back
down from anything or any-
body, She’s as hard-nosed a
player as I’ve had, and phys-
ically strong. If she’s got a
fault, it’s that she’s too com-
petitive sometimes, and she
takes it personal. ere’s
worse faults, and some of
that’s maturity, and she’ll
get better as she gets older.”

Claunch was Mercer’s
second-leading scorer with
9.3 points per game, and
she averaged 3.1 rebounds,
2.8 assists and 2.4 steals.

Sydney Harris
McWhorter said Harris

has worked hard to become
a viable offensive option for
Lincoln, and she said the re-
sults have paid off, particu-
larly late in the season.

“Sydney has stepped her
game up this year and looked
to be more of a threat and
make it hard for teams just to
key in on Fox,” McWhorter

said. “She
has worked
this season
to step up
and be-
come more
of a leader
and some-
one we can
depend on in critical situa-
tions. e last few games of
the season Sydney has
shown what she is capable of
doing on the floor.”

Harris is averaging a
team-high 6.6 rebounds per
game along with 9.7 points
and 2.0 assists and is shoot-
ing 44.3 percent from the
field for Lincoln.

Cawood Dedman
Dedman, the only Mercer

senior who played varsity as
an eighth-grader, was part
of 100 wins during her five-
year career.

“It feels
like she’s
been with
me forever,
and she’s
had a big
part in all of
those 100
w i n s , ”
Souder said. “She’s a leader,
and she’s got a basketball IQ
— of course, it runs in her
family. Cawood’s just got
this knack for people to fol-
low (her), and she thinks
pass before score, and this
year we’ve asked her to
score more, which she’s
done, and I couldn’t be
more proud of Cawood.”

Dedman, who played
both guard positions over
the last two years, led Mer-
cer with in assists (4.5) and

steals (3.1) per game and
averaged 7.4 points. She was
also the Titans’ most prolific
3-point shooter, shooting
30.2 percent in 195 at-
tempts.

Jasmine Johnson
Johnson became the go-

to girl for Casey once
Pittman was gone, but she
was already a valuable
player and one whom Saly-
ers said has worked hard
since being pressed into
service as an eighth-grader
on the 2009
team that
reached the
state semifi-
nals — and
even before
that.

“ W e
threw Jas-
mine to the
wolves, and she started as a
freshman and made a lot of
mistakes, but she kept her
head up and she’s worked
her tail off to get where she’s
at,” Salyers said. “Jasmine is
probably one of the hardest
workers I’ve ever had. Even
in practice, any time we
have a break, she’s the one
that’s out of breath. She’s
had that (work ethic) for
along time. Even in middle
school, she was one of those
kids that absolutely worked
her tail off.”

Johnson averaged 11.4
points, 5.1 rebounds and a
team-high 2.2 assists and
shot 36.5 percent from the
field and 70.9 percent from
the free-throw line, and
Salyers said she shot 80 to 85
percent at the line over
Casey’s last 10 games.
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Consistency takes Mercer’s Taylor to top
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Savannah Taylor, left, celebrates a win with Mercer County teammate Catheryne Claunch during the girls
12th Region Tournament. Taylor was voted the Advocate’s Area Girls Basketball Player of the Year.

Mercer County coach Chris Souder was voted coach of the year after leading the Titans to the best record
in the 12th Region.

The Advocate-Messenger 2011-12
All-Area Girls Basketball Team

First Team
Name                     School               Hgt. Yr. Pos.   Pts.Rebs.
Savannah Taylor      Mercer County     5-8 Sr.      F  17.6 8.5
Megan Pittman        Casey County     5-11 Sr.     C  22.6 11.3
Emily Fox                Lincoln County     5-7 Jr.     G  16.9 4.6
Kasey Young            Danville              5-10 Jr.      F  17.0 4.0
Essence Grey          Danville                5-5 So.     G  13.6 3.5

Second Team
Name                     School               Hgt. Yr. Pos.   Pts.Rebs.
Devin Conley           Garrard County     5-7 So.     G  14.3 3.6
Catheryne Claunch  Mercer County     5-4 Fr.     G    9.3 3.1
Sydney Harris          Lincoln County     6-0 Jr.      F    9.7 6.6
Cawood Dedman     Mercer County     5-5 Sr.     G    7.4 2.2
Jasmine Johnson    Casey County       5-6 Jr.     G  11.4 5.1

Coach of the Year
Chris Souder, Mercer County

Honorable Mention
Chansler Gilbert, Lincoln County; Chelsea Gill, Boyle County;

Hannah Harris, Boyle County; Shavon Majors, Burgin;
Devin Napier, Garrard County; Natalie Settle, Boyle County;

Kelly Smith, Garrard County.


