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Kyle Wiltjer is doing more to
earn additional playing time for
Kentucky.

By LARRY VAUGHT

larry@amnews.com

Ed Isaacson describes
himself as “an avid basketball
fan” who hopes to one day
work in the front office of a
NBA team.

Until then, he as a
website — NBADraft-
Blog.com — filled
with stories and infor-
mation about players
and their draft poten-
tial.

“I present my thoughts on
the future NBA prospects,
year round. Why come here
instead of the other draft
sites?  Unlike the other NBA
draft sites out there, this is real
analysis. Not what everyone
else says about a player and
not just a bunch of stats, but
true player reports,” Isaacson
says on his blog.

He took time to offer his
thoughts and analysis on

Kentucky players as the Wild-
cats get set to start postseason
play and then have to start
thinking about the future:

Queston: Is Anthony
Davis a lock to be the No. 1
overall pick?

Isaacson: “Back in
December I may not
have been sure, but at
this point it's clear:
ere is no other legit-
imate option at No. 1
besides Davis. I think

people need to temper their
expectations of his 1st few
seasons in the league, be-
cause he still has a lot of de-
velopment to do to match up
against NBA big men, but he
has a legitimate chance to be
a special player.”

Question: Does Terrence
Jones still maintain his spot
in the lottery?

Isaacson: “A lot depends

on who exactly comes out
early, but assuming that the
players who should or most
likely will do come out, then I
think Jones could sneak into
the lottery still, possibly
around the 12 to 14 range.

“Unfortunately, he is one
of those kids who stock
dropped by staying another
year, but I anticipated this last
year. His game is not exactly a
great fit for John Calipari's
system, and when there is a
legitimate big man he is play-
ing with, he gets forced out to
the perimeter more than he
should.

“Same thing happened to
Patrick Patterson after Cali-
pari brought in DeMarcus
Cousins — he was forced out
more to the perimeter, and
his game suffered. Luckily,
the Rockets knew how to use
him when they drafted him,

Analyst: Davis easy No. 1,
Jones could be in lottery
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As Kentucky prepares to
start the Southeastern Con-
ference Tournament, the
biggest question about the
Wildcats’ ability to win the
national championship
seems to center on coach
John Calipari’s lack of depth.
Or as Calipari  notes, the per-
ceived lack of depth.

Calipari feels he has two
reserves — senior Darius
Miller and freshman Kyle
Wiltjer — both capable of
scoring 20 or more points.
Miller certainly has demon-
strated his worth numerous
times this year as the team’s
sixth man both with his scor-
ing and versatility. However,
Wiltjer has started to become
more of a presence, too.

He had nine points and
went 3 for 4 on 3-point shots
against Georgia. He hit an-

other 3-pointer Sunday at
Florida. He’s a 40 percent
shooter from 3-point range
this season and forces oppos-
ing teams to extend their de-
fense when Calipari inserts
him into the lineup, some-
thing he’s indicating he may
do more and more.

“I think he’s very valuable
to their team. e one advan-
tage Kentucky has over just
about everybody across the
country is that there’s really
not a guy on their team that
just doesn’t score,” Georgia
coach Mark Fox said. “You
have to honor everybody,
and Kyle is somebody that,
when he’s in the game, you
have to pay attention to him. 

“at’s what’s so difficult
about their team is that
everybody that they play can
score the ball, can finish plays
and John’s put them in posi-

Wiltjer provides
needed depth
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Lincoln County has a fa-
miliar foe in its first-round
matchup ursday at the
Girls Sweet Sixteen.

e Patriots (24-9) will be
taking on 31-5 Clay County
in the last game of the first
round at E.A. Diddle Arena
on Bowling Green. Clay de-
feated Lincoln 68-66 on Jan
14 in Manchester.

“I think playing them be-
fore definitely gives us a little
advantage because the kids
know their personnel, and
they can remember who they
are and what they do,” Lin-
coln coach Cassandra
McWhorter said.

Clay has won three
straight 13th Region titles
and advanced to the state
tournament semifinals last
season before falling to even-
tual champion Rockcastle
County. e Tigers are scor-
ing 58 points per game and
giving up 40.

ey are led by 5-11 junior
forward Cheyenne Madden,
a transfer from North Laurel
who averages 18.4 points and
9.8 rebounds and shoots 65
percent from the floor.  She
scored 21 points and had 10
rebounds against Lincoln.

“She’s a great inside post
player,” McWhorter said.

Alisha Mitchell, a 5-5 sen-
ior guard, averages 11.8
points and 2.7 boards per
game, and McWhorter said
was the player who hurt the
Patriots the most at the end
of the game back in January
when she hit three 3-pointers
and scored 22 points.

“She’s been starting since
her freshman year, and
maybe even her eighth grade
year. She’s very experienced,
she passes the ball well and
she has the capability of tak-
ing over when she needs to,”
McWhorter said. “And that’s
what happened to us down
there. She hadn’t done much
the first two quarters, but she
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Tigers topped
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Kyle Rice is hugged by Boyle County coach Steve Adams in the closing seconds of the Rebels' 76-69 loss to Southwestern in the boys 12th Region Tournament championship Tuesday.

By MIKE MARSEE
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SOMERSET — Legacy is
for later, after the pain of a
season-ending loss sub-
sides and there is time to
reflect.

But even in the immedi-
ate aftermath of Boyle
County’s loss in the boys
12th Region Tournament
championship Tuesday
night, the Rebels were
aware they had done some-
thing special.

ey didn’t make it to
the Boys Sweet Sixteen, as a
76-69 loss to Southwestern
left them one game short of

a trip to Rupp Arena.
ey did, however, make

it back from the brink, the
point where many teams
might have cashed in their
chips when things weren’t
going well.

“I feel like we’ve accom-
plished something,” Boyle
guard Micah Satterly said.
“Many people didn’t think
we had it in us, and we
made a run and proved
everybody wrong.”

e Rebels nearly wrote
an unbelievable ending to
what was already a remark-
able story of a team that

Boyle seniors go out with
sense of accomplishment
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SOMERSET — e last
hurdle was just too tall.

Boyle County came so far
to reach the regional finals,
only to find an obstacle it
could not overcome in
Southwestern.

e Warriors had too
many ways to beat the
Rebels, and they displayed
them all in a 76-69 victory in
the boys 12th Region Tour-
nament championship at
Pulaski County.

It marked the end of the

road for a Boyle team that
was trying to cap a remark-
able turnaround with a trip
to the Boys Sweet Sixteen,
something that seemed out

of its reach a few weeks ago.
e Rebels sliced a 15-

point deficit to three before

Rebels’ road ends

Boyle bows
in regional

finals, 76-69

Michael Arnett, right, of Boyle County blocks a shot by Southwestern's
Justin Edwards during the first quarter. Arnett led the Rebels with 23
points and 17 rebounds, while Edwards had 25 points for the Warriors.
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