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Hall of Fame tops achievements
Name just about any trophy, lifetime achievement 

award or honorific, and Garth Brooks can claim 
ownership. Sunday night was the big one: Country 
Music Hall of Fame member. Brooks was inducted 
along with Connie Smith and Hargus “Pig” Robbins 
during ceremonies in the Country Music Hall of Fame 
& Museum at Nashville.

Trisha Yearwood said she’s rarely ever seen 
her husband so worked up. “I don’t know if there’s 
anybody who’s received more honors, and I’ve never 

seen anyone so excited,” she said in a recent interview with Brooks. 
“I’ve never seen him as excited about such an honor.”

‘Paranormal’ franchise losing its golden touch 
Paranormal Activity 4 might have claimed No. 1 at the box office 

this weekend, but its opening might be frightening Paramount Pictures 
about the future of the horror franchise.

The fourth entry in the low-budget series — which began  playing 
Thursday in theaters nationwide — debuted with $30.2 million, 
 according to an estimate from the studio. While that’s certainly a good 
start for a movie that cost about $6 million to produce, the film came 
in well below industry projections, which had the movie starting off with 
roughly $50 million.

The picture’s opening also was far less than the $52.6 million the 
third Paranormal film took in during its first weekend last year, and 
even behind the second film’s $40.7 million debut in 2010.

The only other film to hit theaters nationwide this weekend was Alex 
Cross, which took in $11.8 million. The movie, based on novelist James 
Patterson’s popular book series about a psychologist who doubles as a 
detective, was expected to debut with at least $15 million.
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 Actress Joan Fontaine is 95.  Author Doris 
Lessing is 93.  Actor Christopher Lloyd is 74.  Actress  Annette  Funicello 
is 70.  Actress Catherine Deneuve is 69.  Actor Jeff  Goldblum is 60. 
 Christian singer TobyMac is 48.  Comedian Carlos Mencia is 45. Singer 
Shelby Lynne is 44.  Actor Jesse Tyler Ferguson is 37.  

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS:

Oct. 20: 
Powerball: 4-21-28-31-44  10
Jackpot: $80 million; no winner

Oct. 19: 
Mega Millions: 
14-34-36-48-53 42
Jackpot: $12 million; no winner

Oct. 18: Decades of Dollars:
11-19-31-33-34-37

Oct. 21: Night: Pick 3: 7-5-8
Pick 4: 7-5-2-5
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Weekend box office
1. Paranormal Activity 4, 
$30.2 million 

2. Argo, $16.625 million

3. Hotel Transylvania, $13.5 
million

4. Taken 2, $13.4 million;

5. Alex Cross, $11.75 million

HOLLYWOOD.COM

Magnetic resonance 
 imaging, or MRI, of the 
breast has been around 
since the late 1980s but has 
become more widely used 
within the past 10 years 
because of advances in 
equipment and image quality, 
and increased experience of 
interpreting radiologists. 

Breast MRI does not 
replace mammography and 
breast ultrasound. It plays a 
complementary role.

MRI might be used with 
mammography for screening 
high-risk patients, defined 
as those with 20 percent 
or greater lifetime risk of 
developing breast cancer. 
These include patients with 
the known breast-cancer 
gene mutation BRCA or a 
history of chest-wall radiation 
therapy between the ages of 
10 and 30. Women who have 
a mother, sister, daughter 
or father who have a known 
BRCA gene mutation also 
qualify for screening MRI.

Breast MRI can be used to 
evaluate the extent of disease 
in patients newly diagnosed 
with breast cancer. It is also 
helpful when looking for 
 possible recurrence of breast 
cancer. Finally, MRI may be 

used to determine cancer 
response to chemotherapy 
before surgery, assess for 
 rupture of a silicon implant 
or search for underlying 
 cancer in patients with 
 cancer in  underarm lymph 
nodes that has been detected 
in a biopsy.

Breast MRI is performed 
with the patient lying face-
down on a padded platform. 
There are two holes within 
this platform for placement 
of the breasts. The holes 
 contain coils that optimize 
the magnetic signals that 
 generate MRI images. There 
is no radiation in the process.

Gentle  compression 
is  applied for breast 

 stabilization. It is crucial 
for the patient to remain 
completely still to obtain 
the best-quality images. The 
average time to complete the 
study is 30 minutes.

Breast MRI requires  an 
IV to  administer contrast, a 
 solution called gadolinium 
that becomes bright when 
 exposed to the magnetic 
field. (Contrast is not used in 
patients being  evaluated for 
implant rupture.)

Earplugs can help to 
block the loud sound of the 
MRI magnet. If a patient is 

 claustrophobic, she can be 
placed on the table so her 
head remains outside of the 
MRI tunnel during imaging.

Breast MRI is a very 
sensitive tool for  imaging 
the breasts. It is best used in 
 addition to  mammography 
and breast ultrasound for the 
 specific  indications  mentioned 
above. Those who have a 
history of  contrast  allergy 
or  significant  movement 
disorders, or  others with 
implanted  metallic devices, 
such as pacemakers, are not 
 candidates for breast MRI.

Breast MRI more widely used now 
that equipment, images are better
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Check out more expert 
health columns at 
BlueGrassMoms.com.

Dr. Molly Hester is a breast 
radiologist with Central Baptist 
Hospital Breast Imaging Services.
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Breast MRI is a test that should
not be used to distinguish

between benign (noncancerous)
and malignant (cancerous) areas,

in lieu of a breast biopsy.


