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 Thank you for our newspapers this school year! My students have very much enjoyed using 
 these for a variety of resources and activities! We have discussed and developed activities from 
 many current event articles found within these newspapers for science and social studies. We 
 have also had students participate in scavenger hunt activities finding text features and other 
 reading related parts of the newspaper. One of the students’ favorite parts has been the Kid 
 Scoop with many great activities and educational games!
 Thanks again from Ms. Ashley Keown and the 6th grade students at Richardsville Elementary!!

 Ronda Miller, Office Manager for 
 Kentucky Blue Gas Co., observed the 
 students at Richardsville Elementary 
 while they participated in an NIE 
 activity. Thank you for being 
 involved in our local schools.

By CHRISTINE ARMARIO
The Associated Press

MIAMI — In a low-key event,
George Zimmerman was released
from a Florida jail on $150,000
bail as he awaits his second-
degree murder trial in the fatal
shooting of unarmed teen
Trayvon Martin.

The neighborhood watch vol-
unteer was wearing a brown jack-
et and blue jeans and carrying a
paper bag as he walked out of the
Seminole County jail around mid-
night Sunday. He was following
another man and didn’t look over
at photographers gathered out-
side. The two then got into a white
BMW car and drove away.

Zimmerman gave no statement
as he left the suburban Orlando
jail.

His ultimate destination is
being kept secret for his safety
and it could be outside Florida.

As with the July 2011 release of
Casey Anthony, the Florida woman
acquitted of murder in the death of
her young daughter, Zimmerman
was released around midnight. But
the similarities end there. Anthony
was quickly whisked away by
deputy sheriffs armed with rifles as
angry protesters jeered her. While
news helicopters briefly tracked
her SUV through Orlando before
she slipped from public view, there
was no such pursuit of Zimmer-
man, who will have to return for
trial.

Circuit Judge Kenneth Lester
said at a hearing Friday that Zim-
merman cannot have any guns
and must observe a 7 p.m.-to-6
a.m. curfew. Zimmerman also
surrendered his passport.

Zimmerman had to put up 10
percent, or $15,000, to make bail.
His father had indicated he might
take out a second mortgage.

Zimmerman worked at a mort-

gage risk-management company
at the time of the shooting and his
wife is in nursing school. A web-
site was set up to collect dona-
tions for Zimmerman’s defense
fund. It is unclear how much has
been raised.

Bail is not unheard of in sec-
ond-degree murder cases, and
legal experts had predicted it
would be granted for Zimmerman
because of his ties to the commu-
nity, because he turned himself in
after he was charged last week,
and because he has never been
convicted of a serious crime.

Prosecutors had asked for $1
million bail, citing two previous
scrapes Zimmerman had with the
law, neither of which resulted in
charges. In 2005, he had to take
anger management courses after
he was accused of attacking an

undercover officer who was try-
ing to arrest Zimmerman’s friend.
In another incident, a girlfriend
accused him of attacking her.

Speaking today on “CBS This
Morning,” Zimmerman’s attor-
ney, Mark O’Mara, said Zimmer-
man would not have apologized
to the Martin family during Fri-
day’s bond hearing if O’Mara had
known the family felt it was the
wrong time.

Zimmerman’s bond hearing
Friday took a surprising turn
when he took the witness stand
and apologized to the slain teen’s
family for the loss of their son.
But an attorney for Martin’s fam-
ily spurned the apology.

O’Mara told the network today
that if he’d known the family felt
the timing of the apology was
wrong, it wouldn’t have hap-

pened. O’Mara said Zimmerman
simply wanted to reach out to the
family.

Zimmerman, 28, fatally shot
Martin, 17, during an altercation
on Feb. 26 inside the gated com-
munity where Zimmerman lived.
Martin was unarmed and was
walking back to the home of his
father’s fianc√©e when Zimmer-
man saw him, called 911 and
began following him. A fight
broke out – investigators say it is
unknown who started it.

Zimmerman says Martin, who
was visiting from Miami,
attacked him. Zimmerman says
he shot Martin in self-defense, cit-
ing Florida’s “stand your ground”
law, which gives broad legal pro-
tection to anyone who says they
used deadly force because they
feared death or great bodily harm.

Zimmerman was not charged
for over six weeks, sparking
national protests led by Martin’s
parents, civil rights groups and
the Revs. Jesse Jackson and Al
Sharpton. Martin was black; Zim-
merman’s father is white and his
mother is from Peru.

Earlier Sunday, Zimmerman’s
attorney was working to secure
the money for bail and a safe place
for Zimmerman to stay. But resi-
dents in Sanford, where Martin
was killed, didn’t expect a ruckus
once Zimmerman was released.

City commissioners said they
hadn’t received calls from ner-
vous residents. Protesters didn’t
show up outside the jail. And talk
at one local coffee shop seldom
focused on the case.

“It’s just kind of a non-issue
now,” said Michele Church, a
server at Mel’s Family Diner.
“That’s pretty much all anybody
in Sanford wanted, was an arrest,
so it could be sorted out in the
court system.”

On Friday, a Florida judge
agreed to let Zimmerman out on
$150,000 bail. O’Mara has said
there are several options for
where Zimmerman should go, but
would not disclose any of them.
Lester on Friday indicated Zim-
merman would be allowed to
leave the state if arrangements
with law enforcement could be
made for him to be monitored.

He was fitted with an electron-
ic device when he was released
Sunday, according to a statement
from the Seminole County Sher-
iff’s Office.

About a half-dozen photogra-
phers and cameramen camped
outside the Sanford jail Sunday,
focused on the door marked
“Bonds Rooms,” where other
people who had been arrested and
released on bail exited. Zimmer-

man had entered the jail about a
week earlier after more than a
month of nationwide protests call-
ing for his arrest.

“The mood in Sanford has
calmed down tremendously,” said
Sanford Commissioner Patty
Mahany, whose district includes
the neighborhood where Martin
was killed. “I think now that peo-
ple are able to see the justice sys-
tem taking place, even though they
understand it’s going to be quite
slow, people are willing to just
remain calm and really we’re all
getting back to our daily routines.”

A spokeswoman for the Semi-
nole County Sheriff’s Office
declined to release any informa-
tion about whether they were
increasing patrols or security.

Defense attorneys for other
high-profile clients who awaited
trial on bail have said Zimmer-
man should leave Florida and
refrain from going out in public.
Sanford residents say they aren’t
expecting to see him around the
neighborhood anytime soon.

“They’ve already said they’re
going to move him to a safe
place,” Church said. “Everyone
has calmed down. That’s all any-
one in Sanford wanted, an arrest.”

Meanwhile, Martin’s parents
published a “Card of Thanks” in
The Miami Herald obituary page
Sunday. The note says Sybrina
Fulton and Tracy Martin express
their appreciation for all the pub-
lic’s support since their son’s
death. The notice includes a pho-
tograph of Trayvon Martin
dressed in a hooded sweatshirt,
similar to one he was wearing the
evening he was killed.

“Words will never express how
your love, support and prayers
lifted our spirits and continue to
give us the strength to march on,”
the letter says.

Neighborhood watch shooter released 

Brian Blanco/AP 
George Zimmerman (right) gets into a vehicle Sunday moments after walking out of the intake building
at the John E. Polk Correctional Facility with a bondsman in Sanford, Fla.

By RICARDO ALONSO-
ZALDIVAR
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a
rebuke to the Obama administra-
tion, government auditors are
calling for the cancellation of an
$8 billion Medicare program that
congressional Republicans have
criticized as a political ploy.

The nonpartisan Government
Accountability Office says in a
report to be released today that
the $8.3 billion the administration
has earmarked for quality bonus-
es to Medicare Advantage insur-
ance plans would postpone the
pain of cuts to the plans under the
new health care law. Most of the
money would go to plans rated
merely average.

The administration is defend-
ing the program, saying that with-
out the bonuses many plans
wouldn’t have an incentive to
improve quality.

But Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utah,
says the GAO report suggests that
the administration abused its
authority, pumping money to the
plans to avoid more criticism over
unpopular cuts.

Medicare Advantage is a popu-
lar private insurance alternative to
the traditional health care pro-
gram for seniors. More than 3,000
private plans serve nearly 12 mil-
lion beneficiaries, about one-
fourth of Medicare recipients.
They offer lower out-of-pocket
costs, usually in exchange for
some limitations on choice.

President Barack Obama’s
health care law trimmed
Medicare Advantage to compen-
sate for prior years of overpay-
ments that had allowed the plans
to offer attractive benefits – and
pocket healthy profits.

Republicans fiercely attacked
those cuts during their successful
campaign to take control of the
House in the 2010 midterm elec-
tions. Seniors, a key constituency
of swing voters, responded by
backing GOP candidates.

After the election, the adminis-
tration announced what it called a
“demonstration program” to test

whether a generous bonus pro-
gram would lead to faster, broad-
er improvements in quality. (The
health care overhaul law had
already provided a smaller bonus
program only for top-rated plans.)

GAO, the investigative agency
of Congress, did not address GOP
allegations that the bonuses are
politically motivated. But, its
report found the program highly
unusual. It “dwarfs” all other
Medicare pilots undertaken in
nearly 20 years, the GAO said.

Most of the bonus money is
going to plans that receive three
to three-and-half stars on
Medicare’s five-star rating scale,
the report said.

Available through 2014, the
bonuses will soften much of the
initial impact of the Medicare
Advantage cuts, acting like a tem-
porary reprieve.

This year, for example, the
bonus program offset more than
two-thirds of the cuts in the health
care law. Indeed, Medicare
Advantage enrollment is up by 10
percent and premiums have gone
down on average.

But GAO questioned whether
the bonus program will achieve
its goal of finding better incen-
tives to promote quality. “The
design of the demonstration pre-
cludes a credible evaluation of its
effectiveness in achieving (the
administration’s) stated research
goal.”

The administration says it dis-
agrees with the GAO findings and
believes the bonuses will improve
the quality of care.

Medicare “believes the demon-
stration supports our national
strategy to improve the delivery
of health care services, patient
health outcomes, and population
health,” the Health and Human
Services department said in its
formal response to the GAO
report. “Absent this demonstra-
tion, we believe that many plans
would not have an immediate
incentive to improve the quality
of care delivered to (Medicare
Advantage) enrollees.”

Hatch, the ranking Republican

on the Senate panel that oversees
Medicare, is questioning whether
the administration had the legal
authority to create the program in
the first place.

“The Obama administration
seems to be using a technicality to
sidestep Congress and write itself
a blank check to spend more
money for political purposes
leading into this year’s elections,”
Hatch said in a statement.

“The White House does not
have the authority to green-light
spending on whatever program it
wants,” he added. “This report is
just the beginning – I will be
demanding answers.”

HHS spokeswoman Erin
Shields said the bonus program
will help Medicare improve qual-
ity.

The Associated Press first
reported on concerns about the
bonus program last spring.
Administration officials said at
the time it had nothing to do with
politics.

But another nonpartisan
agency that advises lawmakers on
Medicare also criticized the
bonus plan as the administration
was pursuing it.

The Medicare Payment Advi-
sory Commission said it amounts
to “a mechanism to increase pay-
ments” and its design “sends the
wrong message about what is
important to the program and how
improved quality can best be
achieved.”

At a time when government is
urging health care providers to
improve quality and cut costs, the
bonus plan “lessens the incentive
to achieve the highest level of
performance,” commission chair-
man Glenn Hackbarth wrote to
HHS officials.

The bonus program is the
costliest demonstration program
in Medicare history. The money
for it will come from the
Medicare trust fund. Today, the
Medicare and Social Security
trustees are scheduled to release
their annual report on the status of
the programs, both of which face
a long-term financial crunch.

Auditors call for end to
Medicare bonus program

WHITE PINE, Mich. (AP) — A Canadian
biotechnology company wants to cultivate medical
marijuana in a former copper mine in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula where it has been growing plants
for more than a decade.

Prairie Plant Systems Inc., which has a contract to
supply medical marijuana in Canada, would need
approval from state and federal officials to convert
the mine in White Pine, the Detroit Free Press
reported today. Brent Zettl, the company’s president
and CEO, said there’s demand despite major regula-
tory hurdles.

“There’s a need to bring this under the proper
reins of appropriate manufacturing for patient safe-
ty and for public safety,” Zettl said.

Michigan voters approved the use of medical
marijuana in 2008, but the law does not explain
where people are supposed to get marijuana if they
don’t grow it themselves or have a caregiver who
grows it for them. That issue is before the courts.
Federal law still prohibits the sale and cultivation of
the drug.

The idea would be to supply Michigan medical

marijuana users. A Detroit Free Press reporter and
photographer recently toured the mine, which shut
down in the 1990s.

The Saskatoon, Saskatchewan-based company
and its Michigan subsidiary, SubTerra, currently use
the mine for plant-based pharmaceutical research.
Prairie Plant Systems said that it could employ 200
to 300 workers at the site if the plan to grow mari-
juana there succeeds.

The company said it would stress security, safety
and science, treating marijuana as a pharmaceutical
at the Michigan grow site. Growing marijuana
underground provides security, constant tempera-
ture, controlled light and humidity, and protects the
plants from bugs and diseases, Zettl said.

Approval, however, likely would require the U.S.
Drug Enforcement Administration and the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration to change their
stances about the use of medical marijuana.

The FDA supports research to capture marijua-
na’s benefits in tablet form, but opposes “the use of
smoked marijuana for medical purposes,” spokes-
woman Shelly Burgess said.

Plan would grow marijuana in former Mich. mine


