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Larry Parker of Parker Estate Services of Hendersonville, Tenn., shows off the solid cherry library shelving Friday at the Cooke home on
Grider Pond Road.
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DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE.

An  will provide 
your home with unsurpassed 

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

TM

1-888-351-9442
 Insurance Protection  •  Financial Security

 Do you need help with 
 your 401(k) rollover?

 244WOW R-6/06

 David Brown, FICF
 270-843-6833
 270-202-7284
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 Bowling Green, KY 42101

taxes on the building between Kentucky and Tennessee because it’s
believed that the building lies in both states. Haley said only about a
third of the building is in Kentucky, and that’s where she has installed
the stage and pole where dancers have been performing for free.

Chick said a background check on Haley and her business came
back without any problems. Now he will listen to what the public has
to say during the hearing. He’s not sure if he will take into considera-
tion a local newspaper poll where 77 percent of the respondents said
let her do it.

“That pretty much goes along with the feeling that 23 percent of
residents are regular church attendees,” he said. “Now that doesn’t
mean that the other percentage aren’t Christian.”

It has been the Adairville and neighboring Tennessee church com-
munity that is up in arms over Haley’s plans. Several hundred mem-
bers have signed petitions saying they are against adult entertainment
in Logan County.

However, Haley isn’t applying for an adult entertainment license
because there will be no nudity – the dancers wear bikinis.

Chick said he’s gotten quite a few written comments about the pro-
posed permit “and most of them have been negative.”

Depending on the crowd Tuesday, Chick said he will set aside a cer-
tain amount of time for speakers. 

“Not everybody will get to speak,” Chick said. “You’ve got to cut
it off somewhere.”

Chick said he will hang around another hour or so to accept written
comments from those who didn’t speak. A court reporter and sheriff’s
deputies will be present.

“I’m not expecting there to be any trouble, but we will be there just
in case,” sheriff’s Capt. Steve Stratton said. “We are just going to be
there to keep the meeting calm and orderly.”

Stratton said the meeting room will hold only about 75 people seat-
ed and he expects it to be standing room only.
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stories attached to them. He’s sold
items from the estates of famous
people, such as Lucille Ball. It’s an
emotional, intriguing job that liter-
ally brings a surprise around every
corner.

“You don’t get a retirement,”
said Parker, who lives in Hender-
sonville, Tenn. “You get good sto-
ries.”

The stories
Some of the best stories were in

the form of discoveries. Like the
time he found ice trays in some-
one’s freezer, filled with diamonds
ranging from 3 to 9.7 carats.

Then there was the time a 94-
year-old couple called, wanting
Parker to help them sell some of
their possessions. When Parker
arrived, the man pulled out a can-
vas bag full of 720 silver dollars.
The couple got $15,000 and, after
returning from a trip to Hawaii, the
couple asked Parker to return.

They took him to an old pump
house and asked him to lift a bench
that was built into the wall. Buried
beneath the bench were three milk
cans.

“I took off the lids, and they
were brimming with silver dol-
lars,” he said.

He once sold the California
estate of a woman with
Alzheimer’s disease who had died.
She had a seven-bedroom Victori-
an house packed with expensive
merchandise. Eight glass cases
were filled with jewelry; one
watch had 32 gold nuggets. The
estate generated a six-figure
amount, but no one knew how the
woman became so wealthy – until
Parker found leather-bound photo
albums hidden under the stairs.
The woman owned one of the first
brothels during the Gold Rush, he
said.

Just a side business
Stories like those are priceless

to Parker. A California native,
estate sales have always been a
side business for him. He spent his
career as an educator and is the
former superintendent of a Califor-
nia school system. But estate sales
and appraisals run in the family.
Parker’s late brother, who was 17
years older than Parker, was once
the biggest buyer of bankrupt busi-
nesses and estates in Los Angeles.

Parker remembers visiting one
of the bankrupt department stores
his brother had purchased. His
mother wanted to buy a bottle of
her favorite hair spray, and Park-
er’s brother handed her a cart full

of it. That’s when the estate busi-
ness first piqued his interest. 

Parker was a teacher when he
put on his first auction. After get-
ting financed by a new California
bank, Parker bought a bunch of
wholesale antiques and rented a
local auditorium. About 900 peo-
ple packed the place that day, he
said.

“There was standing room only.
I got on the stand and I thought,
‘What are you doing? You’ve
never called an auction in your
life,’ ” he said.

Before long, the word spread
and Parker found himself running
up to 16 estate sales a month. The
only time he bought an estate item
for himself was when he found
some boxes of pressed glass from
the 1800s in an attic. Normally, he
doesn’t keep anything from the
estates he sells.

Parker enjoys his work,
although it can be emotional. He’s
almost teary-eyed when he talks
about an estate he handled for five
siblings who were selling their par-
ents’ belongings in the 1970s.

The siblings wanted to sell
everything except a dining room
table, and they couldn’t decide
who would get it. Parker suggested
the siblings bid against one anoth-
er during the auction, so the others
would at least make some income
from it.

On auction day, a couple in their
80s were the first to show up. They
sat in the front row for four hours
before the auction began. The
elderly couple bid on nothing until
the siblings began bidding on that
table, which was worth about
$1,400. When the siblings ran the
price to $2,100 and were finished
bidding, “the little old man raised
his fingers,” Parker said.

The man bought the table for
$2,800. Later, the man was shak-
ing when he told Parker that when
he and his wife were married in
1926, his wife’s parents gave them
a dining room table. That same
year, their house burned down, and
the couple spent decades traveling
the country, searching for the
match to that table. They didn’t
know it was sitting in a house
down the road until Parker’s auc-
tion.

The Bowling Green collections
Parker intended to get out of the

business when he moved to Ten-
nessee, but soon people, such as
the Cooke family, began reaching
out to him, and he found himself
learning more stories.

“I’m selling their estates,” he
said. “I always make a commit-
ment to get to know them as much
as I possibly can.”

His newest story is that of
Bowling Green resident Jenny
Cooke, who died in October after
a three-year battle with cancer. A
classical pianist, Cooke composed
musical productions and taught
music in schools and for a
Nashville symphony. After earn-
ing a journalism and marketing
degree, she became publisher of a
marketing magazine for a video
rental company. She loved sports
and was also marketing director
for the Spartanburg Phillies, a
minor league baseball team.

After meeting in chemistry
class at Auburn University in
Alabama, Jenny and Tom Cooke
married three months later and
had one daughter, Paige Corradet-
ti. Tom’s job at Fruit of the Loom
brought them to Bowling Green in
1990.

In 1997, Jenny began to
intensely collect items, Corradetti
said.

“I refer to it as obsessive com-
pulsive,” she said. “She would get
fixed on something, like stamps,
coins, matchbooks.”

The house is packed with an
assortment of furniture, glassware,
silverware, clocks, crystal, china,
paintings, instruments, porcelain
dolls, toys and extensive collec-
tions of hundreds of trinkets, from
shot glasses to “Star Wars” mer-
chandise to old money.

A wooden bookshelf worth
$17,000 wraps around a small
upstairs library. A room in the
garage is stuffed with holiday dec-
orations, several of them – such as
a dozen wrapped Easter baskets –

still unopened.
“It’s the first place I’ve seen

that’s had a set of 12 china (pieces)
for Halloween,” Parker said.

Jenny Cooke began buying
everything in pairs for her two
grandsons, Corradetti said.

“Everything in this house was
purchased in twos, everything,
down to her diamonds. There’s
two of every single book,” she
said.

Closets full of clothes, purses,
gloves, hats and other accessories
still have tags on them. Tom
Cooke pulled a white, sparkly
dress from a closet. It was either a
wedding or an evening gown that
was never worn, and he’d never
seen it before.

“My wife was a compulsive
shopper. She saw something and
she liked it, she bought it,” he said.
“I’ve found a lot of things that I
had never seen.”

Both Tom and Jenny Cooke
grew up poor, Corradetti said.
Now, the family wants to sell
every item in the estate, including
the house. Tom isn’t yet sure
where he’ll go, but he isn’t wor-
ried about it, he said.

The family filled five Dump-
sters with items before Parker
arrived, and a sixth Dumpster has
been filled since then. Parker will
spend the next couple of months
sifting through boxes, pricing and
organizing items as the June estate
sale approaches.

Even though he’s performed
similar tasks in the homes of
famous people, it’s places like
Cooke’s three-story brick house
that Parker most remembers.

“The names of (famous) people
will get you prices,” he said. “But
here, there’s a story.”

serve on the committee.
The experience has given him a

unique look behind the scenes of
city government, he said.

“I gained a lot more than I gave
here,” Martens said.

The audit committee was
formed at a tough time for Bowl-
ing Green, he said. Former Chief
Financial Officer Davis Cooper
had been caught after embezzling
more than $3 million from the city
over a period of 20 years. As a
result, the city manager was also
fired.

“It was a black eye for our city,”
Martens said. “For how things
were run at city hall.”

He said the audit committee,
and the internal audit process, has
been a part of the city government
regaining trust and credibility with
citizens.

“It gives credibility to what
(City Manager Kevin DeFebbo)
and the mayor and the board of
commissioners is doing in that
they’re being fiscally responsible
with our tax dollars,” Martens said.

A commercial real estate
investor, he served as one of the
two business community members
on the committee.

Hiring an internal auditor and
creating the audit committee were
both part of an effort to show peo-
ple in the city that things were
changing, Martens said.

Internal Auditor Deborah Jenk-
ins said Martens has provided
level-headed, business-focused
insight as a member of the com-
mittee.

Jenkins regularly audits differ-
ent areas of city government based
upon an assessment of possible
risk to the city. She also follows up
after audits to see how recommen-
dations are being put into action.

Her most recent audit, complet-
ed in January, was of the city’s fleet
division, which cares for city vehi-

cles, she said.
It provided 11 recommenda-

tions to the address issues includ-
ing the accuracy of  the division’s
payroll management, adherence to
procurement policies and security
of the facility including parts and
inventory.

Accomplishments of the inter-
nal auditor’s office include an
investigation into the running of
Hobson House, which eventually
resulted in a guilty plea to 11
felony counts of theft by unlawful
taking, one count of theft by failure
to make required disposition and
$60,000 in restitution to Hobson
House, according to a report com-
piled by Jenkins.

Audits have also been done for
the Bowling Green Fire Depart-
ment, the Bowling Green Police
Department payroll and the golf
division operations, among many
others.

Jenkins said she’s happy to have
feedback from the audit commit-
tee.

Members of the committee act
as a sounding board for Jenkins as
internal auditor. They give feed-
back on her audits and reviews,
approve the audit plan and recom-
mend an external auditor to the city
commission.

Such feedback can help make
the reports, which are posted
online at bgky.org/citymanager/
auditoroffice.php, more readable
for the public, she said.

The benefits of the internal audit
process can be seen even beyond
the departments that have been
audited, Martens said. As the audit
process continues, departments
that haven’t been audited yet may
improve their practices because
those in charge know that someone
is watching for inappropriate
actions, Martens said.

“You teach what you tolerate,”
he said.

Secretary Hilda Solis, Health and Human Services Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius and Social Security Commissioner Michael Astrue. There are
also two public trustees, Charles Blahous and Robert Reischauer. 

More than 56 million retirees, disabled workers, spouses and children
receive Social Security. The average retirement benefit is $1,232 a
month; the average monthly benefit for disabled workers is $1,111. 

About 50 million people are covered by Medicare, the medical insur-
ance program for older Americans. 

One bright spot for Medicare is that the pace of cost increases has
eased somewhat, even as baby boomers are turning 65 at the rate of
10,000 a day and becoming eligible for the program. Instead of speeding
toward a budget cliff, Medicare is merely steering toward insolvency. 

“The trends in Medicare are more modest than the cost increases we
have seen in the private commercial sector,” said economist David
Blitzer, who oversees Standard & Poor’s index of health care costs. “But
both Medicare and the commercial sector face rising cost pressures no
matter what, and they seem to come from virtually all directions.” 

Because Medicare is a government program, it sets prices on take-it-
or-leave-it terms for hospitals and doctors, who complain it doesn’t pay
enough and that causes them to charge more to privately insured patients. 

Many experts say the longer Congress waits to address the two pro-
grams, the more difficult it could become to impose adequate changes. If
Congress acts soon, it can phase in changes over time, perhaps sparing
current retirees while giving those closing in on retirement time to pre-
pare. 
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Larry Parker shows off a diamond ring that will be included in an
estate sale this summer. Valuable items that will be in the sale are
being kept in a secure location, not in the home, Parker said.


