
By RANDY PATRICK
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — At least 70
law enforcement officers were
present to control a crowd of 150
to 200 demonstrators when a
group of neo-Nazis and Ku Klux
Klan members rallied against ille-
gal immigration Saturday after-
noon on the steps of the Kentucky
Capitol.

Lt. Brian Bowling of the Ken-
tucky State Police, who is in
charge of Capitol security, said no
arrests were made and Maj. Fred
Deaton of the Frankfort Police
Department said no physical alter-
cations occurred during the event,
which lasted about 90 minutes.

Members of the KKK, wearing
hoods and robes, joined black-
suited neo-Nazis, who carried
swastika flags and shouted “Sig
heil,” while the crowd of counter-
protesters lining the sidewalk
screamed “Go home!”

Jeff Schoep, commander of the
Detroit-based National Socialist
Movement, said the group target-
ed Kentucky because of the state’s
illegal immigration problem and
the recession.

“We’re not a hate group,” said
Schoep, the first speaker at the
rally. “We’re a white civil rights
organization.”

But counterdemonstrators,
including members of the Fairness
Campaign and other groups, said
the neo-Nazis’ message was hate-
ful.

Ariana Lackey of Frankfort and
her 18-year-old son Aaron Lackey
stood silently as they watched.
The mother said that when she
was a girl, her father took her to
watch a Ku Klux Klan rally in
Okolona. More than 30 years
later, she was doing the same
thing with Aaron.

“I brought my son here because
I want him to see hate in his face,”
she said. “It’s a learning experi-
ence for him.”

Aaron Lackey said the neo-
Nazis were trying to “create ten-
sion, to get under people’s skin,”
but he refused to be provoked.

While Nazi supporters yelled
that God hates homosexuals, Vic-
toria King of Lawrenceburg held a
sign with a prayer of St. Francis of
Assisi. Part of the prayer, she said,
is “ ‘Where there is darkness, let
me sow light.’ ”
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Deadly crash spurs lawmakers to fix I-65
By ROGER ALFORD
The Associated Press

FRANKFORT — One of Kentucky’s
deadliest highway crashes cemented the
Legislature’s resolve to widen a rural
stretch of Interstate 65 that’s poised to get
$100 million worth of improvements in
the next two years.

The spotlight was focused on the dan-
gers of the heavily traveled route in March
2010 when 11 people were killed in a sin-
gle crash, just one of a long line of heart-
wrenching tragedies that have occurred
there in recent years.

“We’ve known all along the need for
improving that transportation corridor, but
accidents like that bring it into clear
focus,” said Sen. David Givens, R-
Greensburg.

Last week, lawmakers gave final pas-
sage of a transportation bill that sets aside
the $100 million over the next two years to
widen I-65 from four to six lanes in por-

tions of Barren, Hardin and Hart counties.
A week before, they also approved a road
construction plan that calls for about $80
million more to continue the work over the
following four years.

For Rep. Michael Meredith, R-
Brownsville, the improvements can’t
come soon enough.

“We had done the averages, and over
the past six years there had been 11 fatali-
ties a year,” Meredith said. “There had
been around 150 injury accidents. In all, it
averaged out to be almost one accident a

day for the last six years.”
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet

has already taken temporary measures to
make the road safer by putting up cable
barriers and concrete barriers to prevent
motorists who lose control of their vehi-
cles from crossing the median. Those
efforts fell short in the 2010 crash when a
tractor-trailer slammed through the cable
barrier, crossed the median and struck a
van. The trucker driver was killed as were
10 members of a Mennonite family in the
van.

The National Transportation Safety
Board concluded that the truck driver had
been distracted by his cellphone.

The tragedy brought changes beyond
the widening project. Following a lengthy
investigation, the federal agency recom-
mended that truckers be barred from using
cellphones while driving.

I-65 runs from Louisville in the north
through Bowling Green in the south, slic-
ing through a largely rural landscape. It
gets heavy truck traffic.

“The economic value of that transporta-
tion corridor cannot be overstated with the
flow of goods into, through and out of
Kentucky,” Givens said. “It’s a vital
route.”

Gov. Steve Beshear signed a $4.5 bil-
lion road construction plan last week that
lists hundreds of the state’s top transporta-
tion projects, including partial funding for
a $2.6 billion project to build two bridges
across the Ohio River in Louisville. The

Legislature passed the appropriations
measure to fund those projects at the con-
clusion of a special legislative session on
Friday.

Sen. Ernie Harris, R-Crestwood, said
lawmakers clearly considered the I-65
widening one of the state’s top priorities.
“Outside the Louisville bridges, that’s the
largest chunk of money we devoted to
construction in this legislative session,”
Harris said.

Chuck Wolfe, a spokesman for the
Transportation Cabinet, said nearly $10
million was spent in recent years on 44
miles of cable barriers. That was followed,
he said, by an initiative to place concrete
barriers to separate the northbound and
southbound lanes along some 20 miles of
the highway.

“This is one of the top-five traveled
interstates in the nation,” Meredith said. “I
think it’s also the most dangerous stretch
of interstate highway in the country.”

“We had done the averages, and over the past six
years there had been 11 fatalities a year. There had
been around 150 injury accidents. In all, it averaged
out to be almost one accident a day for the last six
years.”

Rep. Michael Meredith, R-Brownsville
On a rural stretch of Interstate 65

Pete Rodman/Daily News

Cold day at the ballpark
Jeff Eversoll (from left), his wife, Hilary, and their daughter, Mckenzie, 10, all of Bowling Green, dressed warmly Sunday for the Bowl-
ing Green Hot Rods’ game against the Quad Cities River Bandits at Bowling Green Ballpark. The Hot Rods won 4-3. (For more on
the game, see Page 3B.)

By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

A Tennessee man is serving 10
years in prison for his part in a
string of home invasions that took
place over a two-month stretch in
Barren County.

Joseph Michael Carrigan, 27,
of White House, Tenn., was sen-
tenced April 16 in Barren Circuit
Court.

Carrigan pleaded guilty in
December to a total of 19 charges
that arose from the
crimes, including two
counts of first-degree
burglary, two counts of
second-degree burglary,
two counts of first-
degree wanton endan-
germent, three counts of
theft by unlawful taking
of more than $500 but
less than $10,000, three
counts of second-degree
criminal mischief and
one count each of first-
degree robbery, third-degree
criminal mischief, first-degree
fleeing or evading police, tamper-
ing with physical evidence, reck-
less driving, improper passing
and disregarding a stop sign.

According to court records,
Carrigan and an accomplice,
Ronnie Mitchell Keen, 32, of
Bethpage, Tenn., broke into Bar-
ren County homes on four occa-
sions between March 16, 2001,
and April 18, 2011, stole various
items and caused damage to the

homes in the process.
While escaping from a James

Road residence on April 18,
2011, the elderly father of the
woman living there witnessed the
pair and attempted to confront
them, only to be struck in the face
by one of the men, according to
court records.

The Barren County Sheriff’s
Office was notified of the inci-
dent and a chase ensued when
deputies saw a pickup truck dri-
ven by Carrigan on Ky. 685. 

The pursuit came to
an end several minutes
later on Old Bowling
Green Road when Keen
and Carrigan surren-
dered.

Electronics, old coins,
guns and a safe were
recovered from the truck
and deputies also found
stolen items that had
been thrown from the
truck during the chase,
court records show.

Keen pleaded guilty in Decem-
ber to four counts of theft by
unlawful taking of more than
$500 but less than $10,000, two
counts of first-degree burglary,
two counts of second-degree bur-
glary, two counts of second-
degree criminal mischief and one
counts each of second-degree
robbery, third-degree criminal
mischief and tampering with
physical evidence.

Keen is serving a 25-year sen-
tence on the charges.

JOSEPH CARRIGAN
Sentenced to 10 years

Tenn. man gets 10 years
for role in home invasions

Neo-Nazi rally at Capitol ‘peaceful’ despite heated rhetoric

John Flavell/AP
A woman with the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan salutes Satur-
day during a rally by her group and the National Socialists Movement
at the Capitol in Frankfort. 

Briefly
2 charged in slaying of Monroe Co. woman

TOMPKINSVILLE — Kentucky State Police have charged
two people in the slaying of a southern Kentucky woman.

Police say 41-year-old John W. Smith of Tompkinsville and 34-
year-old Chasity R. Hagan of Summer Shade were charged Satur-
day with murder and burglary. 

They were arrested in the slaying of 63-year-old Brenda
Howard of Tompkinsville, who was found Friday at her home by
a family member. Police say she had been beaten and stabbed.

Results from an autopsy are pending.
Smith and Hagan were taken to the Monroe County jail, which

did not have a record of whether they had attorneys.

Officials on alert after abduction attempt
ASHLAND — School officials in Boyd County say they are on

high alert after an attempted abduction.
According to police reports, the grandmother of a Catlettsburg

elementary student says a man driving a white van tried to coax
her granddaughter off her porch and into his vehicle.

Boyd County Safe Schools Coordinator Richard Cyrus told The
Independent that the incident last week has raised concerns
because it is similar to other reports of attempted abductions in
West Virginia. 

He says parents, students and school personnel should “be alert
and be careful.”

— From wire reports


