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to have a soft spot to lay their heads
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Who has a better chance of 
defeating President Obama, 
Newt Gingrich or Mitt Romney?
Gingrich, 30%   Romney, 70%
Total votes: 40
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Gingrich ® Romney®

WEEKLY POLL
Newt or Mitt?

BY ROGER ALFORD
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Legislation that would require welfare recipi-
ents to be tested for drug use is gaining popular-
ity among Kentucky lawmakers, more than 50 of 
whom have signed on as co-sponsors.

It doesn’t matter that the measure stands lit-
tle chance of passing into law. In a legislative 
election year, incumbents want their names on 
proposals that tend to be popular with blue-col-
lar voters, as this one is.

“Everybody says they’re for it,” said state Rep. 
Lonnie Napier, the Lancaster Republican who 
has been pushing the measure for the past two 
years. “I can’t go anywhere unless I’m stopped 
by people, and they tell me they support that bill 
and ask, ‘How can I help you?’”

BY WILSON RING
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MONTPELIER, Vt. (AP) – A national organi-
zation of recreational cavers is questioning a 
new estimate of the number of bats killed by a 
mysterious ailment that is spreading across the 
country to states including Kentucky.

The estimate by state and federal scientists 
said 5.7 million to 6.7 million bats had died 
across the Northeast from what’s known as white 
nose syndrome. But that estimate, released this 
month, is fl awed and could lead to unnecessary 
restrictions on access to caves across the coun-
try, said Peter Youngbear, a Vermont-based offi -
cial with the National Speleological Society.

“This is extremely important as this num-
ber is likely to drive signifi cant wildlife and land 
management decisions,” Youngbear wrote in a 
letter to the director of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service.

Decisions about closing caves, which would 
impact local economies, will be made based on 
the estimates, he pointed out.

“It is imperative that it be as accurate and de-
fensible as possible,” Youngbear wrote.

The federal government defended the es-
timate. If anything, it’s too low, said Ann 
Froschauer, the Fish and Wildlife spokeswoman 
on white nose issues.

“The group of biologists from the Northeast 
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Many lawmakers rush 
to back bill popular

with blue-collar voters

Frankfort Fac : Kay Scott  

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

K
ay Scott has never 
been one to put her-
self fi rst.

Not that she’s 
complaining. The 62-year-old 
wife of one, mother of two, sis-
ter to 11, aunt to more than a 
dozen and former teacher to 
hundreds is used to living a 
life of service.

That’s why when Kay was 
approached in 2009 to be-
come the program coordina-
tor for The Kings Center’s City 
of Angels, a program that pairs 
Frankfort’s underprivileged 
children with local volunteer 
guardian angels, it was only 
natural for her to say yes. 

Sitting in the brightly dec-
orated Kings Center one af-
ternoon, listening to Kay de-
scribe her duties as program 
coordinator – the head angel, 
if you will – it’s obvious to see 
why she obliged. 

 “I can’t imagine not hav-
ing too many people to think 
about,” she said.

Becoming an Angel
Kay’s life of service started 

early. She’s the fi fth oldest in 
a family of 12 and spent much 
of her childhood teaching her 
younger siblings.

“I can’t remember when I 
didn’t want to be a teacher ... 
you can ask my siblings – they 
say I’m sort of the bossy one,” 
Kay said, laughing.

Kay taught English and 
writing at schools in Ken-
tucky, Pennsylvania and New 
York from 1972 to 2009, spend-
ing the last nine years of her 
teaching career at Frankfort 
High School. 

That’s when she fi rst heard 
of The Kings Center through 
some of her students who had 
gone there as youngsters. Kay 
began volunteering, and in 
2006, became a Secret Angel 
to two children. 

At that time, Paula Mill-
er was the City of Angels co-
ordinator. Kay knew Paula 
through United Methodist 
Church, where both wom-
en were members.  Kay said 
Paula would often discuss 
the program and the children 
with her.

Shortly after Kay retired, 
Paula got a job with the Legis-
lative Research Commission. 
She asked Kay to replace her, 
a request that Kay didn’t think 
of turning down.

“I knew that when I retired, 
(City of Angels) is where I 
wanted to go,” Kay said.

As program coordinator, 
Kay’s main duty is to watch 
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Kay Scott, coordinator of the City of Angels program, laughs as she watches children play basketball at The Kings Center. 

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM     

Kay Scott learns to play ultimate Frisbee with J.P. Clark, 13, and 
other children from The Kings Center. Scott helps lead a weekly 
activity at the center called Movement in Motion.

over the 62 kids in the pro-
gram and to make sure the 
Secret Angels are doing their 
jobs.

That includes buying their 
children school supplies and 
a Christmas gift, donating 

$5 a month for snacks, fi eld 
trips and other activities, and 
sending them a monthly card 
of encouragement.

Although it’s the Secret 
Angels’ responsibility to take 

GUARDIAN ANGEL
She’s the perfect pick to watch 
over Kings Center program

See ANGEL, A8

Cavers question 
scope of bat 
deaths in U.S.
Disease found in Kentucky

See DRUG TESTS, A7

See BAT DEATHS, A7
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Shirley Russell stuffs a pillow Friday afternoon at Emily Apart-
ments in Frankfort. A group of residents is making 60 pillows for 
the Mango Tree Orphanage in Port-au-Prince, Haiti.

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

“Older people do 
things.”

That’s the message 62-
year-old Mary Kitts and 
about 20 other senior citi-
zens were trying to send 
last Friday, as they gath-
ered at Emily Apartments 
senior living community to 

stuff pillows for orphans in 
earthquake-ravaged Haiti.

“A lot of people feel that 
seniors are non-productive 
or that there’s stuff they 
can’t do,” Kitts said. “But if 
you put your mind to it, you 
can do anything.”

The pillows will be sent 
Friday to children at Mango 
Tree Orphanage in Port-au-

Prince, Haiti.  It’s operated 
by several church organi-
zations, including the local 
Franklin Baptist Associa-
tion.

The group of churches 
purchased a lot in Port-au-
Prince to build Mango Tree 
Orphanage after a 2010 7.0-

Emily Apartments resident came up with the idea

See PILLOWS, A2


