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When Washington Nationals out-
fielder Bryce Harper was named
to the All-Star team as an injury
replacement, he became the
third teenager to make an All-
Star team. Can you name the
other two players?
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The rivalry may not be the same without Tony
La Russa in the Cardinals’ dugout, but certainly
the manager’s perceived All-Star snub of sec-
ond baseman Brandon Phillips and pitcher
Johnny Cueto is not sitting well in Cincinnati.
These two teams are trying to chase down the
Pirates as the three-team race begins immedi-
ately after the break.
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The Red Sox won five of the first nine meet-
ings this season, with seven of those games
played at Fenway Park. After this weekend, the
teams that could be battling for the final wild
card spot will not meet again until late in Sep-
tember. The Red Sox pitchers must prove they
can shut down offenses, and the Tampa Bay
hitters must show that they can score runs.
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Both American League contenders closed the
first half on a high note. The Yankees survived
the loss of long-time closer Mariano Rivera and
injuries to starting pitchers CC Sabathia and
Andy Pettitte. Aftert this visit to New York, Los
Angeles travels to Detroit for four games, then
hosts Texas for three, making this a critical 10-
game stretch for the Angels if they hope to run
down the Rangers in the second half. The Yan-
kees will not have ace Sabathia back for this
series, but Ivan Nova and Hiroki Kuroda have
been solid all season. 

�%3(,� -2)(*(0���'(#!&-
The former fan favorite in Boston has been a
catalyst for the White Sox offense over the
past two weeks. Last week, Youk batted .478
with three home runs and 10 RBIs. He hit
safely and drove in runs in each of his six
games last week, with both streaks currently
at seven games.
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The Rangers’ future third baseman is blos-
soming at the Double-A level this summer.
Playing for Frisco in the Texas League, Olt is
batting .294 with 22 bombs and 63 RBIs in 77
games. His strikeouts are still a bit high, but
he is showing the willingness to take a walk
with an on-base percentage over .400. Batting
cleanup for the U.S. squad in the Futures
Game, Olt had an RBI double in five at-bats.

�� Losses for the Giants’ Tim Lincecum at the All-Star break. It marks the first time a former Cy Young 
winner had 10 losses at the break since Lincecum’s teammate Barry Zito was 4-12 in 2008.

���
 Percent of pitches in Matt Garza’s start on July 5 that were thrown during at-bats by Atlanta’s Juan 
Francisco. He had a 16-pitch at-bat followed by a 12-pitch at-bat.

� Consecutive pitches in which the Braves’ Andrelton Simmons was running during Francisco’s first 
at-bat. The Atlanta third baseman fouled off nine straight pitches before grounding out to first base.

�
 Age of Indians’ shortstop prospect Francisco Lindor who was the youngest player in the Futures Game last Sunday night.

�� Age of All-Star Bryce Harper who is younger than all but three players who participated in the Futures Game.

�� Batters faced by St. Louis lefthander Barret Browning since making his major league debut at age 27 this 
season. He has retired all 13 batters, three with strikeouts.

�� Games over .500 for the Tampa Bay Rays this season, which occurred on May 4. Four times since then the 
Rays have been 10 games over .500, but failed to win the next game each time.

� Teams that have failed to reach the .500 mark this season: Minnesota, San Diego and the Cubs.
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Weaver is the hottest pitcher in the American
League right now and had a strong case to be
the All-Star Game starter. He won both starts
last week and didn’t allow a run over 15 in-
nings in wins over Cleveland and Baltimore.
Since his June 20 return from a muscle strain,
he has won all four starts and given up just
one run over 27.2 innings. He is 10-1 with a
1.96 ERA for the season. 
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Having played in relative anonymity over the
past few years in Pittsburgh, fans all over are
becoming familiar with the distinctive dread-
locks of the best Pirate. Last week, Mc-
Cutchen batted .517 with a 1.479 OPS. He led
the majors with 11 runs and hit three homers
with nine RBIs. The centerfielder’s work for
the week included three three-hit games and
one four-hit game, raising his season average
from .346 to a league-best .362.
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The Pirates are surging in the National
League, taking over the lead in the Central di-
vision, and McDonald is a big reason for the
Bucs’ recent hot streak. He tossed 14 innings
last week in wins over Houston and San Fran-
cisco, giving up just eight hits and five walks.
The Pirates have won eight of his last 10
starts, and the righthander gave up just one
run in each of the two losses.
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• The Texas Rangers were a season-high 21
games over .500 on June 30. Texas dropped
five straight to open the month of July, and that
remains the high-water mark for any team this
season. The Yankees are currently at 19
games over .500, the highest current mark.
Back on June 17, the Dodgers stood at 17
games over breakeven, the highest mark in
the National League this season, one game
ahead of the Nationals’ best record on July 7.
• Adam Jones, who leads the Orioles in virtu-
ally every offensive category, is gaining a rep-
utation for being clutch. Of his 20 home runs
this season, 12 have either tied the game or
given Baltimore the lead. 
• In typical Joe Maddon fashion, the uncon-
ventional manager decided the best way to re-
lieve designated hitter Luke Scott from his
0-for-36 slump would be for him to make his
first appearance in the field this season. Scott
started at first base, but alas the slide grew to
0-for-41 until he smacked a two-run homer
against the Indians. Maddon offered a similar
solution for first baseman Carlos Pena earlier
this season. Suffering through an 8-for-69 rut,
the first baseman batted leadoff for the Rays.
With the not-so-fleet-of-foot Pena leading off,
the Rays went 4-1 in the first five games. With-
out seeing significant improvement in Pena’s
batting average, and once the winning stretch
ended, he was moved back down the lineup.

1. Rangers Scored fewest runs so far in July.
2. Yankees Largest lead in the majors — and growing.
3. Nationals Success seems to follow Davey Johnson everywhere.
4. Angels Pitchers lead majors with 13 shutouts.
5. White Sox Robin Ventura deserves tremendous credit for team’s success.
6. Braves Finished first half with sweep at Philadelphia.
7. Dodgers Last in majors in extra-base hits, need Kemp and Ethier back.
8. Giants Given up 55 runs in nine games since four straight shutouts.
9. Pirates Won six of last seven series to end first half.
10. Reds 6-9 vs. St. Louis and Pittsburgh so far this season.
11. Rays Tampa Bay is 37-7 when scoring four runs or more.
12. Orioles Terrific managing job by Buck Showalter.
13. Mets R.A. Dickey should be starting the All-Star Game.
14. Cardinals World champs had identical 46-40 mark last year.
15. Tigers Prince Fielder and Miguel Cabrera in top four in RBIs in AL.
16. Blue Jays Only team with two teammates combined for 50 homers.
17. Indians Forgotten team in AL Central race.
18. A’s Bad time for All-Star break, won 17 of last 25.
19. Diamondbacks Trevor Bauer could be huge boost in second half.
20. Red Sox Lead majors with 314 extra-base hits.
21. Marlins How much can Carlos Lee boost offense?
22. Brewers Trade bait Zack Greinke will make three consecutive starts.
23. Twins 6-13 vs. division leaders; 30-36 against all other teams.
24. Mariners Only team in AL with as many as 50 losses (51).
25. Royals All-Star Game hosts are 34-33 after horrific start.
26. Phillies Entering the break in disarray.
27. Rockies Rox are 9-22 since early June.
28. Padres Ended first half with downer thanks to Cincinnati.
29. Cubs Finally, a break from the cellar, thanks to the Astros.
30. Astros Rebuilding continues; growing pains may intensify.
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Solo shots by third basemen Brooks Robinson of the
Orioles and Dick Allen of the Phillies left the All-Star
Game tied heading into extra innings at Anaheim.
Reserve Cincinnati third baseman Tony Perez added
a third solo shot off Kansas City’s Catfish Hunter in
the top of the 15th to give the NL a 2-1 win. 
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Tim Raines of the Montreal Expos collected three
hits, including a two-run triple in the 13th inning
that provided the winning margin, as the National
League defeated the American League, 2-0, in the
All-Star Game. Raines was named MVP. Neither
side had a runner reach third base until the ninth
inning.

Compiled by Charlie Miller. Follow Charlie 
on Twitter @AthlonCharlie or email him 
at Charlie.Miller@AthlonSports.com

AP Images

 ,1&(� %$6(%$//� (;3$1'('� 72� 7+(
7+5((�',9,6,21�)250$7�,1����
��,1�7+(
��6($6216�7+$7�+$9(�&21&/8'('�:,7+
$�32676($621�����2)�7+(����7($06�7+$7
:(5(�,1�),567�3/$&(�$7�7+(��//� 7$5�%5($.
:(17�21�72�:,1�7+(,5�',9,6,21���������
�)�7+(��

�7($06�,1�/,1(�)25�$�3/$<2))
6327�� �� 2)� 7+(0� $&78$//<�0$'(� 7+(
3/$<2))6�����
���� 2��7+(5(=6�$�35(77<
*22'�&+$1&(�7+$7�)285�2)�7+(�6,;�',9,�
6,21� /($'(56� :,//� +$1*� 21� 72� 7+(,5
/($'6�� 2�:+,&+�7($06�$5(�0267�/,.(/<
72�6((�7+(,5�/($'6�9$1,6+�
�(5(=6�$�/22.�$7�+2:�7+(�5$&(6�0,*+7

6+$3(�83�,1�7+(�6(&21'�+$/)�

AL EAST
"+,/(�7+(��5,2/(6���$<6�$1'��/8(

�$<6�72<('�:,7+�)$16�($5/<�,1�7+(�6($�
621��12�21(� 5($//<�%(/,(9('� 7+$7� 7+(
#$1.((6� $1'��('� 2;�:28/'� ),1,6+
1($5�7+(�%27720�2)�7+(�',9,6,21���$/7,�
025(�,6�+$1*,1*�$5281'�/21*(5�7+$1
(;3(&7('��%87� 7+(�:+((/6�$5(�%(*,1�
1,1*�72�&20(�2))��!+(��$<6�0$<�+$9(
$�/$7(�&+$5*(�,1�7+(0��$1'�7+(��('� 2;
$5(� 722� 7$/(17('� 127� %(� ,1� 7+(� +817
:+(1�7+(<�*(7�&203/(7(/<�+($/7+<���87
7+,6� ,6��(:�#25.=6�',9,6,21� 72� /26(�
$1'�7+(�#$1.((6�:21=7�/(7�,7�6/,3�$:$<
,1� (37(0%(5��

AL CENTRAL
!+(��(752,7�!,*(56�$5(�7+(�0267�',6�

$332,17,1*� 7($0� ,1� 7+(� �0(5,&$1
�($*8(�� �1'� �+,&$*2� 0$<� %(� 7+(
0267�68535,6,1*���/$<,1*�:,7+�$6�0$1<
$6����522.,(6�$1'�$�522.,(�0$1$*(5��$7
$1<�/(9(/���7+(� 2;�$5(�%(*,11,1*�72
%8,/'�$�/,77/(�&86+,21���87��(752,7�:,//
),1'�$�:$<�72�:,1�7+,6�',9,6,21��!+(
/,1(83�,6�327(17��7+(�%8//3(1�,6�6281'�
$1'�7+(�527$7,21�,6�*22'�(128*+���7=6
7+(�'()(16(� 7+$7�0867� ,03529(�� $1'
(;3(&7�0$1$*(5��,0��(</$1'� 72�6((
7+$7�,7�'2(6�

AL WEST
�267�)$16�7+28*+7�:+(1�7+(��1*(/6

6,*1('��/%(57��8-2/6�$1'������",/621�
7+$7� 7+,6�:28/'�%(�$�'2*),*+7� 72�7+(
),1,6+��!+(��$1*(56�$5(�-867�722�*22'
)25�7+(��1*(/6�7+,6�6($621���26��1*(�

/(6�+$'�$�7(55,),&��81(�%87�*$,1('�12
*5281'�21�!(;$6��!+,6�&28/'�%(�$�581�
$:$<�)25�7+(��$1*(56�

AL WILD CARD
!+(��1*(/6�:,//�6(&85(�7+(�),567�:,/'

&$5'�6327��%87�7+(�6(&21'�:,//�%(�83�)25
*5$%6�7+528*+�7+(�),1$/�:((.(1'�2)�7+(
6($621���27+��26721�$1'�!$03$��$<
)520�7+(��$67�:,//�%(�,1�7+(�5$&(��:+,/(
�+,&$*2�25��/(9(/$1'�&28/'�7$.(�$'�
9$17$*(�2)�$�62)7(5�',9,6,21�6&+('8/(�,1
7+(��(175$/���;3(&7�7+(��$<6=�67$57,1*
3,7&+,1*�72�%(�7+(�'(&,',1*�)$&725�$1'
*,9(�!$03$��$<�7+(�),1$/�3/$<2))�6327��

NL EAST
!+(��$5/,16�$5(�675($.<�(128*+�72

387�72*(7+(5�$7�/($67�21(�025(�581���7�
/$17$�:,//�+$1*�:,7+�"$6+,1*721�%(�
+,1'� 7+(��5$9(6=� 62/,'� 3,7&+,1*� $1'
'((3� %8//3(1�� !+(� �$7,21$/6�� :+2
2:1�7+(�%(67�5(&25'�,1�7+(�����+$9(
7+(�%(67�3,7&+,1*�$1'�$�7$/(17('��(1(5�
*(7,&�/,1(83��"$6+,1*721�:,//�+$1*�21�
%87�,7�:,//�*(7�7(16(�'2:1�7+(�675(7&+�

NL CENTRAL
!+,6�0$<�3529(�72�%(�7+(�0267�(;�

&,7,1*��)5((�)25�$//�5$&(�,1�7+(�0$-256
7+,6�6($621��",7+�7+(�',9,6,21�/($',1*
�,5$7(6��7+(�6(&21'�3/$&(��('6�$1'�'(�
)(1',1*�:25/'� &+$03,21��$5',1$/6�
7+(�����(175$/�&28/'�*2�$1<�2)�7+5((
:$<6��!+(��('6��:+2�),1,6+�7+(�6($�
621�:,7+�$�52$'�75,3�72��,776%85*+�$1'
 7���28,6��'21=7�6((0�72�+$9(�(128*+
3,7&+,1*�72�:,1�7+,6�',9,6,21��$1'�7+(
�,5$7(6�0$<�127�+$9(�(128*+�2))(16(�
",//�7+$7�23(1�7+(�:$<�)25�7+(��$5',�
1$/6��!+,6�5$&(�:,//�67$<�7,*+7��$1'�7+(
7:2� )$&7256� 7+$7� :,//� '(7(50,1(� 7+(
287&20(�:,//�%(�+($/7+�$1'�$&48,6,�
7,216��!+(��$5',1$/6�$5(�7+(�'((3(67
7($0�7+$7�&$1�:,7+67$1'�,1-85,(6��%87
$/62�7+(�0267�/,.(/<�72�68))(5�,1-85<�,6�
68(6�� �1(� 25� 7:2�0,125� ,1-85,(6� ,1
�,776%85*+� &28/'� ($6,/<� '(5$,/� 7+$7
7($0��"+,/(�:(�&$1=7�(;3(&7�0$*,&
'867�72�6(77/(�,1� 7���28,6�$*$,1�7+,6
6($621���=//�67,//�*,9(�$�6/,*+7�('*(
72�7+(�(;3(5,(1&('��$5',1$/6�$7
7+(�:,5(�

NL WEST
�9(5� 7+(� 3$67� )(:� :((.6�� 7+(

�2'*(56�$1'��,$176�+$9(�(;&+$1*('
%/2:6�$1'�6:$33('�$�/,77/(�7,0(�,1�),567
3/$&(��  20(+2:� 7+(� �2'*(56� &21�
7,18(�72�:,1�:,7+287��$77��(03�$1'
�1'5(��7+,(5��:+2�3529,'(�7+(�%8/.�2)
7+(��26��1*(/(6�2))(16(��",7+��(03
&20,1*� %$&.� $)7(5� 7+(� %5($.� $1'
67521*�3,7&+,1*��7+(��2'*(56�:,//�),1�
,6+�,1�),567�3/$&(�

NL WILD CARD
!$/.� $%287� $� 5($/� )5((�)25�$//� 7+$7

&28/'�6((�/($'�&+$1*(6�08/7,3/(�7,0(6
29(5�7+(�/$67�&283/(�2)�:((.6�2)�7+(
6($621��!+(��5$9(6���,$176���$5/,16�
�$5',1$/6���,5$7(6���('6�$1'�0$<%(
(9(1�7+(��(76�25��+,//,(6�&28/'�%(�$
)$&725���1'�'21=7�)25*(7�$%287�7+(��,�
$021'%$&.6��"+(1�,7�$//�6+$.(6�287�
,7�:,//�%(�7+(��,$176�+267,1*�7+(�6(&�
21'�3/$&(� 7($0� ,1� 7+(��(175$/� ',9,�
6,21�� �1'� :(=5(� *2,1*� :,7+� 7+(

�,5$7(6��:+2�:,//�0$.(�7+(,5�),567
32676($621�$33($5$1&(�6,1&(����	��

Sizing Up Second-Half Races
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Cleveland’s Bob Feller in 1938 and Dwight
Gooden of the Mets in 1984.

Athlon Sports
Matt Kemp (left) of the Dodgers and the Tigers’ Prince Fielder will be instrumental in leading their teams into the postseason in October.
The Dodgers managed to tread water during Kemp’s absence, and Detroit will need Fielder to continue to shoulder much of the offense.
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