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HARRODSBURG — e public is
invited to a dedication ceremony for
the new Mercer County Judicial Cen-
ter at 1 p.m. Monday at 224 S. Main
St.

Kentucky Chief Justice John D.
Minton Jr. and Mercer County Judge-
Executive Milward Dedman will be
among the speakers. 

State legislators, circuit and district
judges, the Mercer County circuit
court clerk, county magistrates, other
local officials and state Administra-
tive Office of the Courts staff also are
expected to attend.

“Since the early days of the com-
monwealth, Kentucky courthouses
have held a special place as the cen-
ter of our communities,”  Minton said
in a press release. 

“e Mercer County Judicial Cen-
ter will provide an efficient facility
where citizens can carry out court
business and seek access to justice. I
appreciate the county leaders and
state legislators who joined the judi-
cial branch in making this project a
reality.”

e $11 million facility opened in
April on the site of the former Mercer
County Courthouse, which was torn
down.

e judicial center consists of
about 39,160 square feet and in-
cludes space for circuit court, district
court, offices and ancillary services.

e new facility is designed to
greatly enhance the delivery of court
services. It is equipped with the latest
computer, video and networking
technology. 

e judicial center also provides
the highest level of Kentucky court
security through a single-point entry
with magnetometers and security
personnel. In addition, prisoners will

be segregated from the public by sep-
arate entrances and corridors.  

e center was designed to meet
the standards required by the AOC. 

CMW of Lexington designed the
facility. Codell Construction Co. of
Winchester was the construction
manager, and Ross, Sinclaire & Asso-
ciates, which serves Kentucky and six
other states, was the financial agent. 

Autopsy on Garrard
woman finds no
signs of trauma

LANCASTER — A preliminary
autopsy showed no signs of
trauma to the body of the 47-year-
old woman who was found dead
on her porch on Tuesday, officials
said.

It could take at least two full
weeks for state medical examin-
ers to determine how Angela
“Ann” Salata died, Garrard County
Coroner Daryl Hodge said this
morning.

Salata had been dead for two
or three days when on Tuesday
afternoon her sister discovered
her body on the porch of her
home at 118 Ridgecrest Drive,
Hodge said. Kentucky State Police
is treating the case as a typical
death investigation, and foul play
is not suspected at this time.

Salata had some medical con-
ditions that may have contributed
to her death, but due to the
body’s level of decomposition,
medical examiners could not im-
mediately determine if those
played a role, according to
Hodge. 

Salata’s two children are stay-
ing with their father in Chicago
this summer, and the porch of
her property was such that neigh-
bors did not notice the body,
Hodge said.

Funeral services will be 2 p.m.
Saturday at Woods Family Ceme-
tery in Lancaster. Betts and West
Funeral Home in Nicholasville is
handling the arrangements.

— By STEPHANIE MOJICA

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

WEDNESDAY
MIDDAY

Pick 3: 2-3-0
Pick 4: 9-1-5-7

EVENING
Pick 3: 0-2-1
Pick 4: 3-0-1-7

Powerball: 5-22-36-49-55
Powerball 23

Cash Ball: 3-20-24-25
Cash Ball 26

Kicker 8-9-2-6-4
5 Card Cash:

10D, AD, JH, 8D, 9S

Mercer to dedicate
new judicial center 

Todd Kleffman/tkleffman@amnews.com

The Mercer County Judicial Center at the south end of Harrodsburg’s Main Street is closely modeled after the old courthouse that stood on
the same spot. The new facility opened in April.

Todd Kleffman/tkleffman@amnews.com

Rob Baker of New Coat Painting Co. applies caulking around a vent in the first-floor lobby
of the Mercer County Judicial Center in this file photo taken shortly before the facility opened.

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

One of the state’s largest
health insurers has told
customers it will no longer
pay for health care at

Ephraim McDowell Re-
gional Medical Center be-
ginning next month,
pending negotiations that
now stand at an impasse.

Humana started send-
ing out letters last week

informing customers that
McDowell will be cut from
its network of providers
Aug. 1. Humana insures
state employees, which in-
cludes both working and
many retired teachers. 

In one of the letters
from Humana obtained by
The Advocate-Messenger,

customers are told bene-
fits will not change. The
letter lists other hospitals
still in the network, which
include Fort Logan Hospi-
tal in Stanford, James B.
Haggin Memorial Hospital
in Harrodsburg, St. Joseph
Jessamine and the Lexing-
ton facilities Central Bap-

tist Hosptial, St. Joseph
Hospital and University of
Kentucky Chandler Med-
ical Center.

Some people with cer-
tain medical conditions
would be able to continue
using McDowell with the

By LINDSAY KRIZ

Staff Writer

Danville Fire Depart-
ment is applying for a
$130,000 grant from the
Kentucky Office of Home-
land Security. 

The money would allow
for a mobile
decontami-
nation trailer
for the city.
C u r r e n t l y ,
the city has a
decontami-
nating tent
center that
needs time
to set up be-
fore people can be treated.

So far, there have been
four events where people in
the Danville area had to be
decontaminated, including
the recent bed bug incident
outside the jail and meth
lab contaminations. 

But Danville Fire Chief
Woody Ball said the current
decontamination system is
not enough. 

“We’ve got to be faster,”
said  Ball. 

One of the challenges,
Ball said, was decontami-
nating enough people so
that facilities won’t be

City seeks
grant for
decon
trailer

Bedbug incident
outside jail an 

example of need

Woody Ball

By BEN KLEPPINGER

ben@theinteriorjournal.com

HUSTONVILLE — Ef-
forts are moving forward
to bring sewer service to
the U.S. 127 corridor
south of Junction City.

By providing sewer to
homes in and near the
Moreland and Hus-
tonville communities,
water quality in the Dix
River watershed should
be greatly improved, said

Bill Payne with the Lin-
coln County Sanitation
District.

Payne told Hustonville
City Council members re-
cently that officials have
been working for more
than a decade to try to
improve water quality in
the area.

The Environmental
Protection Agency first
declared Dix River and its
major tributaries to be
“impaired watersheds” in

1998. Since then, re-
search has shown high
levels of pathogens, par-
ticularly E. coli, in the
watershed area, Payne
said.

Initially, researchers
believed the pollution
was coming from cattle
that had access to bodies
of water such as creeks.
But about 2005 or 2006, a
new form of DNA-based
testing allowed re-
searchers to figure out

that as much as 75 to 80
percent of the E. coli in
the water came from
human sources, Payne
said.

Contamination was so
high in some areas that
pathogen levels actually
were higher than usual
levels seen in raw sewage,
Payne added.

A pair of environmen-
tal studies done after the

Plan calls for sewer system along U.S. 127

STAFF, KPNS REPORT

A telephone call in the
form of a recorded message
from the National Justice
Center warning that a
missed court date as a juror
will cost them $500 or 30
days in jail is a prank.

However, local residents
who received the calls
aren’t laughing.

Boyle Circuit Clerk Joni
Terry said her office re-
ceived its first call about the
recorded message two
weeks ago and got two ad-
ditional calls from con-
cerned residents last week.

“They called here freak-
ing out,” Terry said this
morning. “They didn’t
know it was a prank. Appar-
ently, they didn’t listen to it
all the way through.”

Prank calls
about jury
duty worry
people

Humana may cut McDowell from network
Thousands may have to go elsewhere

See McDOWELL, on A6

See DANVILLE, on A6

See PRANKS, on A6See SEWER, on A6

Report: Penn State
officials concealed

child abuse
Hall of Fame coach Joe Pa-

terno and other senior officials
“concealed critical facts” about
Jerry Sandusky’s child abuse be-
cause they were worried about
bad publicity, according to an in-
ternal investigation into the scan-
dal.

— Story on B1


