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NOEL INJURED 
AS UK LOSES

SPORTS, C1: Florida dominates in 69-52 
win; UK star goes to hospital for diagnosis
JOHN CLAY, C1: Wildcats were out of their 
league against a superior squad of Gators
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See DISTILLERY, A2

A long-awaited feasibility study for the Dis-
tillery District, due for release next month, 
will give the city a better idea of what infra-
structure improvements need to be tackled 
on Manchester Street to support the fledgling 
arts and entertainment district.

Commissioner of Planning Derek Paulsen 
told the Lexington Urban County Council’s 
Environmental Quality Committee on Tues-
day that the study would look at needed infra-
structure upgrades such as new sanitary and 
storm sewers, flood plain issues and construc-
tion plans for the Town Branch trailhead.

The Environmental Quality Committee 
asked Paulsen and Distillery Developer Barry 
McNeese for an update on the project.

Paulsen said the city approved a $2.189 
million bond for a Distillery District in 2009, 
and part of that was to pay for a feasibility 
study. There is $1.687 million left in the bond 
fund. “Once the feasibility study is completed, 
we will have decisions to make, ” Paulsen 
said.

Strand Associates received the contract to 
do the study.

McNeese told council members that “slow 
and incremental progress is being made in the 
Distillery District.” Since the recession hit, 

INFRASTRUCTURE, FUNDING HURDLES

Feasibility 
study key 

to Distillery 
District fate

By Beverly Fortune
bfortune@herald-leader.com

See RUPP, A9
A crew assembled the Rupp Arena basketball court early Saturday. The court 
is made up of 280 4-by-8 foot sections weighing 200 pounds each. 
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Lynda Matusek and Jimmy 
Barber broke down the lighting 
supports after the Friday night 
Rascal Flatts concert.

BEHIND-THE-SCENES MAGIC

THE CREW 
THAT TRANSFORMS 
RUPP ARENA

David Bratcher connected 
speakers before one of the 
weekend concerts.

At 3:30 a.m., Luis Hernan-
dez and Humberto Hernandez 
turned ratchets to bolt the 
last corner of the University 
of Kentucky’s men’s basketball 
court to Rupp Arena’s floor.

It took the Hernandezes, 
who are not related, and a crew 
of a little more than a dozen 
people slightly more than two 
hours to assemble the 233 sec-
tions of the court for Saturday’s 
UK-Auburn game. 

But Rupp’s weekend start-
ed nearly 20 hours earlier, on a 
completely different trajectory.

Last weekend boasted 
an uncommon but far-from-
unheard-of schedule for the 
20,000-plus-seat arena in 
downtown Lexington. Friday 
night brought a major coun-
try music concert by chart-
toppers Rascal Flatts and 
The Band Perry. On Saturday 

TOILING AROUND CLOCK, 
WORKERS TAKE HALL 

FROM CONCERT TO GAME 
AND BACK TO CONCERT

By Rich Copley
rcopley@herald-leader.com
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STATE OF THE UNION

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Barack Obama returned 
to the unfinished business 
of a still-struggling economy 
Tuesday night, outlining a 
second-term agenda with 
proposals designed to create 
jobs, expand the middle class 
and spur financial growth.

“We can fix this — and 
we will,” the president said 
repeatedly.

In his annual State of the 
Union address, Obama laid 
out plans in four main areas 
— manufacturing, education, 
clean energy and infrastruc-
ture — to try to help the na-

tion recover from the worst 
recession in decades at what 
he said would be no addition-
al cost.

“A growing economy that 
creates good, middle-class 
jobs — that must be the 
North Star that guides our 
efforts,” Obama said. “Every 
day, we should ask ourselves 
three questions as a nation: 
How do we attract more jobs 
to our shores? How do we 
equip our people with the 
skills they need to get those 
jobs? And how do we make 
sure that hard work leads to a 
decent living?”

Obama described a nation 
that has made progress, end-
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President Barack Obama ges-
tured while delivering the State 
of the Union address to a joint 
session of Congress Tuesday.
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50% Off Kyuki-Do
Martial Arts Classes!!! dealsaver.com/lexington

so here’s
the deal...

REGISTER: 859.967.5520
SaintJosephWeightLoss.org

KentuckyOneHealth.org

Choose the Right Team from the Name You TrustTrust
Saint Joseph Center for Weight Loss Surgery is the region’s leader in
the field of medical weight loss and bariatric surgery. We offer tailored
solutions to help you lose weight and stay healthy, including medical and
surgical weight loss programs. During the past decade, our outstanding
team of surgeons, program director and bariatric professionals have
performed nearly 3,500 bariatric procedures…all at one facility.

Next FREE Weight Loss Seminar
February 18th at 4 p.m.
Education Center at Saint Joseph East
160 N. Eagle Creek, Suite 200


