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Fifth-grader Tate Mack has never
created a movie, unless you count
one his sister shot of him dancing at
their Newburg home.

But Tate is among 75 students at
Hartstern Elementary in Okolona
who are working on a roughly three-
minute video about the Underground
Railroad, featuring 4-inch-tall clay
figures that students are learning to
create and animate.

“You’re expressing yourself and
you’re seeing who people are on the

inside instead of judging who they
are on the outside,” Tate said.

Hartstern arts and humanities
teacher Debbie Rutledge Lockyear,
who lives in Beechmont, obtained a
$2,000 teacher-initiated project grant
from the the Kentucky Arts Council
for the project.

It’s being combined with $1,000 in
school money to hire artist Ruben
Moreno, who has taught clay anima-
tion — or claymation — and video
production around the state since
1993.

Moreno, who lives on St. James
Court in Old Louisville, is working
with the Hartstern students to create

the more than 1,000 still photos need-
ed to make the film, which he and
Lockyear said will be uploaded to
YouTube once it’s edited in mid-
April.

The also plan to send a copy to
the National Underground Railroad

Freedom Center in Cincinnati.
“It’s going to create a memory for

them that connects them with this
part of history,” Lockyear said.

Moreno also is teaching Hart-
stern’s 130 third- and fourth-graders
about using lines and colors to create
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LEARNING
CLAYMATION

Students have created many claymation characters.

Artist-in-residence Ruben Moreno shows Hartstern Elementary fifth-graders, from left, Alyssa Leslie, Mercedes Kinnaird and Tate Mack, all 10-year-olds, how to
assemble clay characters. PHOTOS BY MAGGIE HUBER/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL


