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The Rev. David Warner at Crescent
Hill United Methodist Church is asking
for prayers for the congregation at the
destroyed West Liberty United Method-
ist Church — where he served for eight

years as pastor.
Warner said he felt

“shock and sadness” for
the church members in
West Liberty in the eastern
part of the state.

He reached the current
pastor by phone last week
following the tornado that
demolished much of the
town.

The pastor, the Rev.
Kenneth Jett, and his wife, Jeanene, were
staying at a motel in Morehead last week,
Kenneth Jett said in a phone interview.

The Jetts and the church’s janitor and
his wife and an elderly neighbor had hud-
dled in a small, recessed area in the base-
ment of the church as it collapsed during
the storm, Jett said.

The Jetts were in the parsonage next
door to the church when Kenneth Jett
heard a TV report that the tornado was
coming. He asked his wife to take their
cat and their neighbor to the church base-
ment, where he joined them.

“I was so afraid I don’t remember
hearing the noise,” he said. When they
emerged from the basement, “the first
thing I saw was the steeple in the road,”
he said.

The church is now “condemned and
destroyed,” and the parsonage also was
damaged, he said.

The historic white building was a land-
mark in the small town of about 3,000 in
Morgan County, Warner said. He and his
wife, Aileen, and their two daughters had
lived in the parsonage, ministering to a
congregation of about 65 to 70.

The house of the pianist at the church
when the Warners were there, across
from the church, also was demolished
during the storm, Warner said.

Warner said he also talked to church
treasurer Howard Elam, chief executive
officer of the town’s demolished Com-
mercial Bank.

The bank reopened last week in the
Regional Enterprise Center and Area In-

novation Center, which also houses the
Morgan County Public Library, in the
nearby community of Index, Elam said in
a phone interview.

After losing both his church and bank,
“I occasionally break down,” he said.

Howard Elam’s brother is pastor of
Broadway Church of West Liberty, which
has offered to let the Methodist church
hold services there, and Morehead State
University officials are also making
available a university building in West

Liberty, he said.
“They’re a very close-knit communi-

ty,” Warner said of the town. “When any-
thing happened, especially in the church,
they rallied around you. They were very
supportive of our family.”

To help the church, Warner recom-
mends sending contributions to the Unit-
ed Methodist Church, which has set up a
special tornado relief fund through its
Kentucky Annual Conference headquar-
ters in Crestwood.

The Warners were in West Liberty
from1992 to 2000 and served at Maysville
Central United Methodist, before coming
in 2008 to Crescent Hill Methodist at 201
S. Peterson Ave.

The West Liberty church’s sanctuary
had been renovated while the Warners
were there, receiving new carpeting,
pews and repainting.

The stained glass windows also were
refurbished. “They had beautiful, beauti-
ful windows,” but now they’re gone, War-
ner said.

Reporter Martha Elson can be reached at
(502) 582-7061.
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Jeanene Jett, wife of the pastor of West Liberty United Methodist Church, removes
belongings from the parsonage.

TORNADO RELIEF FUND
The Kentucky Annual Conference of the
United Methodist Church has created a
disaster response fund for tornado relief.
To donate, make a check payable to the
Kentucky Conference Treasurer and in-
clude Advance #KY200902 in the memo
line. Mail checks to: Kentucky Annual
Conference, Attn. Tornado Response, 7400
Floydsburg Road, Crestwood, KY 40014.
Donations may also be made at www.ky-
umc.org.

MORE INFORMATION
For more on the tornadoes and other ways
to help, go to courier-journal.com.
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