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PITTSBURGH — Syracuse will
have to chase a national champi-
onship without starting center
Fab Melo, who has been declared
ineligible for the NCAA tourna-
ment.

The university announced
Tuesday that the 7-foot Brazilian,
who did not travel with the team
to Pittsburgh for the second- and
third-round games, won’t take
part in the tournament due to an
eligibility issue. The school did
not elaborate.

Melo missed three games ear-
lier this season — including one

of the top-seeded Orange’s two
losses — because of an academic
issue.

NCAA spokesman Erik Chris-
tianson said Syracuse, not the
NCAA, declared Melo ineligible.

Coach Jim Boeheim said the
Orange will be “ready to play.”

As he left the bus in front of
the team hotel Tuesday, Boeheim
at first said he had nothing to say.
He then told The Associated
Press that “all we can do is be
ready to play with the guys we
have.”

“That’s all we can do,” he said.
“There are injuries, things hap-
pen during a season. We’ll be
ready to play and we’ll go play.”

Melo’s sudden ineligibility
made waves in Las Vegas, where
Cantor Gaming dropped Syra-
cuse’s chances of winning the ti-
tle to 12-1 from 10-1 Tuesday
morning, said Mike Colbert, Can-
tor’s risk management director.
Colbert said the region’s No. 2,
Ohio State, was lifted to 5-1 from
6-1 and other lines were affected.

Syracuse went from a 16.5-
point favorite against 16-seeded
UNC-Asheville to a 15.5-point fa-
vorite.

Boeheim has not decided who
will start in place of Melo, the Big
East Defensive Player of the
Year, on Thursday when Syra-
cuse (31-2) opens the tournament.

Melo’s presence on the back
line of the Orange’s 2-3 zone
might not be a factor in that game
but it could be if Syracuse ad-
vances to face the winner of the
Kansas State-Southern Missis-
sippi game or possible future op-
ponents in the East Regional such
as Ohio State, with sophomore
center Jared Sullinger, Florida

State or Wisconsin.
Sophomore Baye Keita or

freshman Rakeem Christmas
should get the start. The Orange
are one of the deepest teams in
the tournament with seven play-
ers, including Melo, averaging
between 13.8 and 6.6 points per
game.

Melo averaged 7.8 points and
5.8 rebounds and had 88 blocks
this season for Syracuse, which
was ranked No. 1 for six weeks
this season and finished No. 2 be-
hind Kentucky in the final poll.

The Orange opened the season
with 20 straight wins before los-
ing 67-58 at Notre Dame without
Melo.
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University of Kentucky for-
ward Anthony Davis continues
to rack up hardware, earning
the U.S. Basketball Writers As-
sociation’s Wayman Tisdale
Award as the nation’s top fresh-
man. A day earlier, Davis earned
first-team All-America honors
from the USBWA.

Davis, who is averaging 14.3
points, 10 rebounds and 4.5
blocked shots, becomes the sec-
ond Wildcats player in three
years to win the Tisdale Award,
joining John Wall in 2010. He’s
the third player in four years un-
der coach John Calipari to win
the award. Tyreke Evans of
Memphis won it in 2009, Calipar-
i’s last year leading the Tigers.

Davis already has won SEC
Player of the Year, Defensive
Player of the Year and Fresh-
man of the Year and was named
Sporting News’ College Basket-
ball Player of the Year.

He leads the nation with 157
blocked shots, has scored in dou-
ble figures in 28 of 34 games and
recorded 17 double-doubles,
second most in school history by
a freshman.

Mathies named
SEC Player of Year

University of Kentucky
guard A’dia Mathies was named
the Southeastern Conference
Player of the Year by The Asso-
ciated Press.

Mathies, a junior from Iro-
quois High School, leads the
Wildcats in scoring (15.7 points
per game), 3-point field-goal
percentage (.381) and steals (2.7
steals per game). She is second
on the team in rebounds (5.3), 3-
point field-goals made (48) and
assists (2.5 assists per game).

UK freshman Bria Goss
claimed SEC Newcomer of the
Year honors, and UK Hoops
head coach Matthew Mitchell
took home SEC Coach of the
Year honors.

Mathies was also a unani-
mous selection for first-team
All-SEC.

Gamecocks fire Horn
South Carolina athletic direc-

tor Eric Hyman liked the im-
provements men’s coach Darrin
Horn made in academics and
character development with the
players.

There just wasn’t enough
wins, and the outlook was bleak.

“We didn’t have the hope out
there for the program,” Hyman
said.

Hyman met with Horn and
fired him on Tuesday after four
sliding seasons. The team post-
ed fewer victories in each year,
bottoming out in the Southeast-
ern Conference this season at
10-21and 2-14 — its worst record
in 20 years in the SEC.

“He’s been in this business,”
Hyman said. “He understood.”

Horn, who just completed his
fourth season as the Gamecocks
coach, has three years remain-
ing on his contract and his owed
a total of $2.4 million.

Horn was hired from West-
ern Kentucky after leading the
Hilltoppers to the Sweet 16 in
2008. His first team at South
Carolina went 21-10 and 10-6 in
the SEC, winning the Eastern
Division but not making the
NCAA Tournament.

“My family and I have thor-
oughly enjoyed our time in Co-
lumbia and wish nothing but the
best for the Gamecocks,” Horn
said in a statement.

Coaching dismissals
» North Carolina A&T: Jerry

Eaves, starting point guard on
the 1980 NCAA champion Louis-
ville team, was fired after a 12-
20 season. He went 99-180 in
nine seasons and had a year re-
maining on his contract.

» SMU: Matt Doherty was
fired after going 13-19 this sea-
son and 80-109 in six seasons.
Doherty spent three seasons at
North Carolina and one at Flori-
da Atlantic before taking over
the Mustangs, who will move
from Conference USA to the Big
East in 2013.

» Samford: Jimmy Tillette
was fired after an 11-19 season,
the Bulldogs’ sixth straight
without a winning record. Til-
lette has been coach for 15 sea-
sons, going 229-219, and led the
Bulldogs to the NCAA Tourna-
ment in 1999 and 2000.

NIT roundup
Jordan Theodore scored 21

points, Herb Pope had 20 and
host Seton Hall (21-12) snapped
an 11-game losing streak in the
NIT by holding off Stony Brook
63-61. ... Chaz Williams scored 28
points, Sean Carter added 20 and
visiting Massachusetts (23-11)
outlasted Mississippi State 101-
96 in double overtime. ... Fresh-
man Aaron White scored a ca-
reer-high 25 points and sopho-
more Zach McCabe tied a career
high with 20 and host Iowa (18-
16) rolled past D ayton 84-75.
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Tisdale Award
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over the final five minutes
against the Commodores.

“I’m a little bit of a perfection-
ist. I want them to dominate peo-
ple,” Calipari said. “It may not be
fair, but that’s how I view these
guys — trying to get them to that
next level, trying to make sure
that they understand you’re go-
ing to have to outwork the other
teams.”

Kentucky (32-2) did that all
season, though, and some of the
players admitted after Sunday’s
loss that they were worn out by

playing three games in three
days with a starting lineup of
three freshmen and two sopho-
mores. Calipari gave his players
Monday off from practice to rest.

“The main thing is just getting
treatment and getting our bodies
right for these couple weeks, be-
cause right now we’re a little
sore, a little tired,” sophomore
guard Doron Lamb said.

The Wildcats caught a break
by being sent to Louisville for
their first two games — and even
the short trip to Atlanta for the
South Regional semifinals and fi-
nal if they advance. The young-
sters were a little road weary af-
ter late-season trips to Mississip-
pi State and Florida, then five
days in New Orleans for the SEC
Tournament.

“It’s definitely a grind: on a
plane, in hotels, playing constant-
ly and not getting that much

rest,” freshman forward Antho-
ny Davis said. “But Louisville’s
going to be like a home game for
us.”

Calipari hopes his team will be
refreshed this week — but more
important refocused by its strug-
gles last week. The Wildcats won
eight of 10 games by at least 15
points to close the regular season
before losing some traction in the
SEC Tournament.

“We had been playing our best
basketball,” Calipari said. “We
lost that last game … but I like
my team. We’re going into a tour-
nament, and we have a team that
has a little bit of everything. Just
going to have to fight, though, and
understand that nothing in this
tournament is given to anyone.

“If you think the other team’s
going to be intimidated, you’re
crazy and you’re going to get
knocked out quickly.”

It raised some eyebrows when
players said after Sunday’s loss
that Calipari was happy about it.
Even more so when Calipari said
he wished it had happened a day
earlier so UK could get back
home sooner.

“We could all say that, ‘Hey, I
would have rather won the game,’
but in another sense I’m saying,
‘We don’t want anything hanging
on us,’ ” Calipari said, referring
to a winning streak that would’ve
had to reach 31games to continue
through the NCAA title game.
“Now we can just go play ball.”

Polarizing though those com-
ments were, history suggests his
thinking might be dead-on.

After the Cats’ 27-game win-
ning streak ended in the1996 SEC
title game — one that many be-
lieve then-coach Rick Pitino tried
to lose — UK went on to win the
national title.

“I don’t know if we could make
a great run in the tournament un-
less we lose this game,” Pitino
said back then. “Things have
come too easy, and this loss shows
us we’re not invincible.”

Compare that to this line from
Calipari on Sunday: “Maybe now
everybody realizes we’re not in-
vincible.”

Freshman forward Kyle Wiltj-
er said the Cats would “use the
way we feel” after Sunday’s loss.
Sophomore forward Terrence
Jones said UK would have “more
of an edge.”

“We’re taking every team seri-
ous,” freshman point guard Mar-
quis Teague said. “We’re not real-
ly worried about that loss any-
more. We’ve got something big-
ger on our minds now.”

Kyle Tucker can be reached at (502)
582-4361
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MVSU miss and made 1 of 2 free
throws, and after a layup by the
Delta Devils, he made1 of 2 again
for what proved the winning mar-
gin.

Derrick Gordon and Price led
WKU with11points apiece. Kevin
Burwell led MVSU with 20.

It was WKU’s seventh straight
victory, and coach Ray Harper
improved to 7-0 after the “in-
terim” tag was removed from his
title. Harper, who won two NCAA
Division II titles and Kentucky
Wesleyan and two NAIA crowns
at Oklahoma City, replaced Ken
McDonald in January, taking
over at team with a 5-11 record.

Now he’ll bring the Hilltop-
pers to the KFC Yum! Center to
face top-seeded Kentucky.

MVSU coach Sean Woods, a
former UK starter, was hoping
for that chance, but he said he
drew on his UK experience to talk
to his players after the game.

“What I told our guys was the
same thing coach (Rick) Pitino
told us back when we lost to Duke
in 1992,” Woods said. “ ‘Don’t let

this game define your basketball
career. You’ve gone over and
above the expectations for a
school that has undergone the
trials and tribulations that we’ve
had.’ It’s unfortunate the way it
ended. I’m still proud of the guys.
The same guys that made mis-
takes down the stretch are the
ones that helped me win 17 in a
row.”

Reach Eric Crawford at (502) 582-
4372 or ecrawford@courier-jour-
nal.com. Comment on this column or
read his blog and past columns at
www.courier-journal.com/crawford.

weren’t enough for a young team
that saw its coach fired in Janu-
ary and needed a surprise run to
the Sun Belt Tournament champi-
onship just to make the NCAA
field, shooting with the com-
mander in chief just a bounce
pass away had to be even more
unnerving.

The Hilltoppers had been all
but written off for dead when
MVSU went up 53-37 with 5:06
left. But the Delta Devils would
make only two field goals the rest
of the way, one of them a mean-
ingless follow at the buzzer.

T.J. Price, George Fant and
O’Karo Akamune sparked the
Hilltoppers after they fell behind
by 16, and a putback layup by
Louisville native Jamal Crook
tied the score at 54 with 1:11 left.

WKU missed its next two
shots before Price made a layup
and was fouled, sinking the free
throw to put the Toppers up 57-54
with 33 seconds left. Crook came
up with a big rebound after an

Vinny Zollo leaps off the WKU bench as the Hilltoppers take the lead after wiping out a 16-point deficit in
the final five minutes. AL BEHRMAN/AP

CRAWFORD: Hilltoppers write miracle finish
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W. KENTUCKY 59, MVSU 58
W.KENTUCKY (16-18) - Gordon 4-14 3-711,Crook 3-10 3-6

9, Akol 3-9 3-4 9, Fant 2-4 5-8 9, Price 3-11 5-5 11, Anyigbo 0-0
0-0 0, McDonald 0-7 0-0 0, Akamune 1-3 0-2 2, Snipes 1-1 0-0
2, Zollo 2-4 0-0 6. Totals 19-63 19-32 59.

MVSU (21-13) - Joyner1-101-2 3,Arrington 3-61-8 7,Studi-
vant 0-7 0-0 0, Burwell 7-12 3-4 20, Crosby 3-91-3 7, Pugh 4-6
2-2 11, Pajkovic 0-0 0-0 0, Cox 4-11 2-3 10. Totals 22-6110-22
58.

Halftime—MVSU 23-19.3-Point Goals—W.Kentucky 2-17
(Zollo 2-3, Akol 0-1, McDonald 0-3, Price 0-5, Gordon 0-5),
MVSU 4-22 (Burwell 3-6, Pugh 1-2, Crosby 0-3, Arrington 0-3,
Cox 0-3, Joyner 0-5). Fouled Out—Arrington. Re-
bounds—W.Kentucky 60 (Fant,Gordon11),MVSU 32 (Studi-
vant 8). Assists—W. Kentucky 10 (Crook, Gordon 3), MVSU
12 (Joyner 4). Total Fouls—W. Kentucky 18, MVSU 24.
A—NA.

Time: 03-13-2012 22:20 User: jpatterson PubDate: 03-14-2012 Zone: KY Edition: 1 Page Name: C 9 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


