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Teenager Somolia Pumphrey aspires
to be a writer and already is writing po-
ems and short stories.

The Central High School junior had a
chance to try out another upbeat form of
expression that combines poetry, writ-
ing and performing. She took the stage
at Central’s first “Something to Say” in-
augural poetry slam competition recent-
ly.

It was a loud, high energy, amplified
event, with hip-hop music playing be-

tween performances and
audience members danc-
ing in the aisles.

The stage was decorat-
ed with silver streamers,
and radio host Keisha Ni-
cole from B96.5 bantered
with the audience from
behind a microphone and
introduced the contes-

tants. The 1 + 1 student music group sang
on stage.

The performers shared the stage
with a big name performer, Al Letson, a
poet, actor and social commentator who
is host of a public radio show called
“State of the Re:Union.”

Letson, who performed at Septem-
ber’s IdeaFestival in Louisville and was
invited to return, spoke to Somolia and
the 10 other slam competitors before-
hand backstage.

“Most people don’t have the courage
to get up there and do what you’re about
to do,” Letson said. “Bring yourself to
it.”

The event was co-planned by new
school librarian Lynn Reynolds, who
missed the show after falling and injur-
ing her head just before the event and
being taken to Norton Hospital by ambu-
lance. But she had the winners perform
for her when she returned to school.

“The kids loved it,” she said. “They
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Joshua Middleton presents an original poem at the "Something to Say" poetry slam.


