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For Clark County “big sister”
Jackie Weeks, adopting a little sis-
ter more than six years ago was
about positively influencing a life. 
Weeks, a Big Brothers Big Sisters

of the Bluegrass mentor, got in-
volved with the program in Clark
County because it was where she
worked at the time.
Her little sister was 7 when they

were matched up. Now she is 13
and in middle school.
“I love kids, I’m also a teacher at

my church,” Weeks, of Richmond,
said. “. ... Her oldest sister lives out
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Since 1967, patients have
been treated at the Clark Re-
gional Medical Center emer-
gency room at its current
location on Lexington Avenue.
At 7 a.m. March 31, the ER

will close for good, and all hospi-
tal services will officially move
to a new state of the art facility
less than two miles down the
road.
“I really think just the general

experience will be different,”
Kathy Love, hospital CEO, said.
The LifePoint Corporation pur-

chased Clark Regional Medical
Center in April 2010 and broke
ground for the new hospital in
September 2010 at the property
on U.S. 60, on the edge of town.

“This hospital’s been designed
to bring technology to a private,
serene setting. ... You cannot
compare the difference,” Love
said.
LifePoint will host several

events in the coming weeks to
familiarize the community with
the new facility, and celebrate
the healthcare milestone. There
will be a community open house
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday,
March 24. Hospital employees
and their families will get a
sneak peek March 12 during
Family Night.
A ribbon cutting ceremony is

scheduled for 11 a.m. on March
16, followed by a gala celebra-
tion on the hospital grounds
March 17, the hospital’s 95th an-
niversary.
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FRANKFORT (AP) — With Ken-
tucky rebounding slowly from eco-
nomic recession, the House passed
a $19.5 billion biennial budget
Wednesday that imposes 8.4 per-
cent cuts on most state agencies.
Even some 200,000 state and

local government retirees took hits
when lawmakers erased 1.5 per-
cent cost-of-living increases from
their monthly pension payments.
“This budget is a reflection of

the times we’ve been living in for
the past 3-1/2 years,” said House
Democratic Floor Leader Rocky
Adkins, D-Sandy Hook. “During
these tough economic times, I
think we can stand up and say we
did the best we could.”
The House voted 78-17 to pass

the budget, which now goes to the
Senate for consideration.
Gov. Steve Beshear declared “the

day of reckoning has come” when
he presented his budget proposal
to lawmakers last month calling for
8.4 percent cuts to most agencies.
Only education, public safety and a
handful of other programs would
be spared under his plan to close a
$742 million shortfall.
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Construction workers battle the clock Wednesday to complete the new $60
million Clark Regional Medical Center for the hospital’s opening day March
31. Workers put the finishing touches to the exterior of the entrance foyer,
top photo, while Tommy Stanton of OK Interiors drywalls the ceiling of the
drive-through drop off at the front entrance, above. A blacktopping crew with
The Allen Company was busy paving the parking lot in front of the hospital.
Working on the crew are David Pingleton, left, David Oliver and Codi Jones,
right. The new hospital can be seen in the background. A ribbon cutting cere-
mony will be at 11 a.m. on March 16 at the new hospital, followed by a com-
munity open house and tour at 10 a.m. on March 24.
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A grand
opening
Work nearly finished
on new state-of-the-art
Clark Regional facility


