
aci Durbin (above), 11, performs Adele’s “Rolling
in the Deep” on Saturday night during the Kidz
on Stage competition at the Capitol Arts Center.

Left: Jaci (from left) hugs her mother, Tamica Durbin,
and Shad Durbin, 17, all of Bowling Green, after
winning the competition.

Photos by Alex Slitz/Daily News

By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

As U.S. Sen. Rand Paul objects to
legislation that seeks to ban synthetic
drugs on the grounds that drug laws
should be state and local issues and
federal sentencing guidelines are too
harsh, he also cites in a letter to two
other senators the proliferation of

Islam in the prison system among his
arguments against federal measures
to ban the substances.

In a four-page Dec. 14 letter to U.S.
Sens. Amy Klobuchar, D-Minn., and
Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, obtained
recently by the Daily News, Paul
explains that one of the reasons he
objects to three Senate bills dealing
with synthetic drugs is that sending

people to prison could lead to more
people turning to the Islamic faith.

“The stigma of incarceration can
make it practically impossible for
many people to find work after they
are finally released from prison,”
Paul writes in his letter. “In addition,
there has been much discussion in the
Senate regarding combatting radical
Islam. Notably, Islam is currently the

fastest-growing religion among pris-
oners in the United States. Sending
people – often young people – who
may already come from broken
homes and difficult family situations
into a brutal prison environment is
potentially a breeding ground for rad-
icalization.”

Klobuchar and Grassley, who sup-
port a bipartisan package of bills that
would ban synthetic drugs, recently
took to the Senate floor to ask that the

hold on the bills be lifted, according
to an online news release posted to
Klobuchar’s website. Multiple calls
to Klobuchar’s spokeswoman were
not returned.

While Paul said Friday in a tele-
phone interview that he stands by
what he wrote to Grassley and
Klobuchar, he also said Islam con-
version in prisons “is not why I’m
opposing this bill.”

RAND PAUL
U.S. senator
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Agency:
Food
drive is
‘critical’
Record donations sought
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

Last year, when about 60 peo-
ple a day were coming to The Sal-
vation Army’s soup kitchen, the
organization served more than
43,200 meals.

This year, that daily number is
up to 165 people, and the Bowling
Green organization recently held
its own food drive when its pantry
was completely bare. For that rea-
son, food drives such as United
Way of Southern Kentucky’s Feed
the Need are critical, said Heather
Gordon, housing manager for The
Salvation Army.

Now, United Way is hoping to
achieve record donations as its
fourth annual food drive is under
way. Companies, organizations
and other groups can hold food
drives themselves until March 16.
On March 16-17, anyone can
donate food at area grocery stores.

The donations help fill food
banks at different organizations,
including The Salvation Army.

“This is extremely important,”
Gordon said about Feed the Need.
“Our numbers are definitely up
from last year. To continually give
people not just food, but quality
food, without this we wouldn’t be
able to.”

UNITED WAY

Bed and breakfast planned on College Street
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

Stephen Morgenthaler has been
working nearly every day since
July to restore his College Street
property known as the Castle.

Morgenthaler estimates he’s
nearly a year away from being
able to live in the house, but he

has laid the groundwork for it to
be shared with others.

He received a conditional-use
permit this month to operate the
house as a bed and breakfast, pro-
viding certain conditions are met.
Chief among them is that there
will be only three bed and break-
fast rooms and that there will be
off-street parking for eight cars.

“We first want to get the down-
stairs complete so we can move in
there,” Morgenthaler said. “We
will get most of the second floor
done, except for the painting,
because we don’t want any dust in
here once we move in.”

All of the old plaster has been
removed in the first floor and
nearly all of it on the second floor.
Work will then progress to the
third floor, which eventually
might house an apartment. The
second floor will have three bed
and breakfast rooms, each with a

private bath. There also will be a
dining room and small service
kitchen on the second floor.

The drywalling of the two-
story staircase and its ceiling has
been completed. A lot of paint has
been scraped from the woodwork,
including the banister on the stair-
case and elsewhere. A large intri-
cate newel post that was missing
has been duplicated.

“This is epoxy, so we will have
to paint the posts so they can
match,” Morgenthaler said.

Stephen Morgenthaler of Bowling Green shows the progress
Thursday at his building at 1310 College St., which will
become a bed and breakfast when renovations are completed.

Alex Slitz/Daily News See QUEEN ANNE, 7A

See UNITED WAY, 7A

Proliferation of Islam in prison system among his arguments against bills

Paul’s stance draws critics
SYNTHETIC DRUGS

See WARREN, 5A

‘I WAS ABOUT TO CRY I WAS SO EXCITED,’ WINNER JACI DURBIN SAYS
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

Eleven-year-old Jaci Durbin
overcame her backstage nerves at
the Capitol Arts Center on Satur-
day night to belt out her rendition
of Adele’s “Rolling in the Deep.”

The little girl with the big voice
and entertaining stage presence
walked away with the Crowd
Favorite Award and was named
the 2012 Kidz on Stage Champi-
on.

“I was about to cry I was so
excited,” Jaci said after winning.

Jaci, a self-proclaimed huge fan
of British singer Adele, who dom-
inated this year’s Grammy
Awards, mimicked her idol in
singing and dominating Saturday
night’s competition.

“I’m very blessed,” she said as
her mother stood next to the stage
after the show.

“I’m still shaking,” said Jaci’s
mom, Tamica Durbin. “She’s
fine.”

Kidz on Stage, formerly Funni-
est Kids Around, benefits the
Family Enrichment Center, an
organization dedicated to the pre-
vention of child abuse.

This is the first year for the
show to feature talent acts.

“We thought opening it up to
talent, more kids would be
involved,” event chairwoman
Carol Miller said. “We were so
excited we did because we learned
at auditions there is a lot of talent
in this town.”

Some 100 children vied for 20
spots to perform for the packed
house.

“The kids had so much fun,”
Miller said.

See CONTEST, 5A


